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the Failure of a Policy 


By David J. Dallin 


- 


Associate Editor of The New Leader 


HILE the settlement of pending international 
problems is developing at a snails’ pace, 
changes of great import are taking shape in 
pe, great crises are in the offing, and it appears 
1947 will witness an upheaval in the political 
try of the European West. These changes and 
feavals are not likely to facilitate the tasks of 
ican foreign policy. 
France, the creation of a Communist-led govern- 
in the near future becomes probable. The most 
riant feature of this situ- 
On is the outlook of millions 
mon-Communist voters, who 
ider the prospects hopeless 
re in advance prepared to 
ept the advent of Maurice 
fez as almost inevitable. In 
the Communists control 
than 30 percent; 70 per- 
Sof the electorate are op- 
to them; in political in- 
e, however, in initiative 
energy, and in millions of francs at their dis- 
, the Communists surpass all the other parties 
together. Even among the well-to-do strata of 
society there is a growing sort of acquiescence 
@ trend which they believe cannot be stemmed. 
Italy, despite a gradual strengthening of the 
tists,” the bloc of Communists and the So- 
s led by Pietro Nenni is getting stronger, while 
inner relationship of the two parties of this bloc 
hanging to the benefit of the Communists. The 
ing of a peace treaty with Italy may usher in a 
Ws crisis in that country. 
impact of these developments in Western and 
rm Europe cannot be exaggerated. Maurice 
Fez and Ercoli-Togliatti—these old leaders of the 
itern and stalwart disciples of Stalin—as the 
of their countries would mean the extension of 
Doviet bloc to the shores of the Atlantic and 
tranean, and the isolation of Britain. . Ger- 
Y's two Western zones, compressed between two 
unist areas, would soon fall prey to their 
mors. The Near East would immediately sense 
joint pressure of the new pro-Soviet powers, 
Bee and Italy, and great transformations from 
fe and Turkey to 'ran would be in ‘the cards. 
excellent docks and wharves of France and 


Italy new navies would soon be launched, and a 
great French army would soon be raised to defend 
the new regime against the “imperialists.” 

There are people who believe that Communism in 
action in the west would prove less terroristic than 
it is in Yugoslavia and in Russia. What a harmful 
self-illusion! Thorez has not spent years in Moscow 
in vain, and bloody purges have now for two years 
been a slogan of his party. In Italy, the opponents 
of Communism are constantly being labeled as Fas- 
cists, and even the Socialist leaders with Pietro 
Nenni would certainly be among those who would be 
made to feel the pleasures of Communist democracy. 


* * * 


I; would be superficial and erroneous to attribute 
this entire evolution to propaganda and gold. It 
would be equally incorrect to consider the growing 
masses of Communist voters as genuine Communists. 
More often than not they have no idea of what 
Communism would bring them and what Communist 
policy would be. At the root of the European trends 
there lie various developments and among them is 
a profound disappointment with the foreign policies 
of the Western nations and particularly that of the 
United States. 

While the Communists have everywhere been the 
bearers of an “Eastern orientation” and while the 
rightist parties with their local nationalisms have 
suffered defeat, the Socialists were after the war 
the main advocates of collaboration with the West— 
with Britain and America. Unlike the Communists, 
they were not fed with money and slogans from 
abroad; by ideals, however, they were bound to a 
pro-British, and to a somewhat less extent, to a 
pro-American orientation. Their opposition to terri- 
torial conquests, to the suppression of political free- 
dom, made them allies of the Western democracies. 
In this paradoxical way the internal struggles be- 
tween Socialists and Communists throughout Western 
Europe were a feflection of the world-wide struggle 
between the Soviet Government and the Anglo- 
American powers. 

The growing probability of a Communist victory 
in Western and Southern Europe and the rapid 
weakening of the Socialist parties there is but an 
image of the increasing Soviet might and influence 
as compared with the standing of the Western powers. 





In the minds of millions of Europeans Russia has 
made advances, the United States and Britain have 
lost out. They have lost and continue to lose day 
after day because their policies have proved to be 
ineffectual, inconsistent and often ridiculously weak. 

With every passing day Europe becomes more con- 
vinced of the unreliability of the policy of the United 
States in contrast with that of Russia; it sees how 
alien and indifferent this country is to the problems 


of Europe. 
* a 7 


Frere and unfettered elections” were promised by 
the Governments of the Big Three to the liberated 
nations. Now this phrase has become the laughing 
stock, the butt of sarcastic jokes told in cafés all 
over Europe. James F. Byrnes and Ernest Bevin may 
believe that their steorotype diplomatic notes, sent 
out before and after every “democratic” election in 
Eastern Europe, protesting the use of deceit and 
terror, are feats of great statesmanship. Actu- 
ally, the world sees in them evidence of faint- 
heartedness and impotence. Thousands call them 
cowardly. The great prestige enjoyed by this country 
and by Britain at the end of the war has almost 
evaporated. Words without deeds appear to be hypo- 
critical. They cost nothing; they lead to nothing. 
And how much prestige the United States has lost 
in the Iranian affair! It was President Roosevelt who 
twice solemnly pledged the maintenance of Iran’s 
independence and integrity after the war. Suspecting 
the real intentions of ‘its Soviet neighbor, Iran relied 
on American might. The way in which this country 
has fulfilled its obligations toward Iran is really an 
example of blindness, unreliability and political be- 
trayal. After the end of the war, the Iranian Govern- 
ment asked the Big Three to withdraw their armies 
from Iranian soil. It had reason to question the 
mysterious designs of the Soviet Union, and it was 
the duty of the American Government to maintain 
troops in Iran so long as Soviet armies were there; 
it was its duty to strengthen its forces since nothing 
but a display of force will impress the Soviet Union. 
But the State Department chose to travel a different 
road. It withdrew its armies from Iran before the 
end of 1945, leaving the British alone to face the 
Russians. Britain, however, was unable to counteract 
Soviet aggression in Iran and withdrew in February, 
1946. The Russian armies remained for months after 
the deadline had expired; they engineered a separa- 
tion of Northern Iran from Iran; they actually set 
up an “autonomous” state of Azerbaidjan; its gov- 
ernment threatens to sever even its nominal ties with 
(Continued on Page Eighteen) 








TRENDS: 








Ideas i in | action; events as they 
retlect social tendencies 





By Liston M. Oak 








months—and they are prepared to sit it out. The accumulated profits of the 


A MERICA’S industrial giants are expecting labor trouble during the next six 


big corporations are enormous, and their financial position is strong. 


when the next recession comes, 


If and 


most of them will survive without much damage, 


many of them relatively stronger than ever, since their small competitors will go 
bankrupt. The continuing trend toward concentration of wealth and economic power 


will be accelerated, as it was during the war years. 


Wall Streeters are saying that 


if there ever were a good time for a depression, this is it, Sylvia F. Porter reports in 


the NY Post. 


“Business profits this year will be at the greatest level of all time,” 


she says— 


profits after taxes and after depreciation and interest and other charges are deducted. 


(Railroads, automobile and aircraft 
manufacturers have not shared in the 
boom as much as other corporations.) 
The National City Bank reports that in 
the third quarter of 1946, income after 
taxes ‘of, 350 industrial corporations was 
16 percent above the level in the same 
three ‘months of 1945. During the first 
nine months of this year the overall in- 
efease was 12 percent, due largely to 
the repeal of the excess profits tax. 

When the depressign, pits, as, , the the 
boys will be sitting pretty, and can 
side-step; labor, the farmers, small 
business, the middle class, will take it 
on the chin. Maybe in 1947; certainly 
not later, ‘than 1950, if present trends 
continue, ; 

And American 
také ‘a’ hdsedive. 
will be accélerated: 

¢ t 


prestige abroad will 
The totalitarian trend 


” * * 
Civil War” The French Socialist Na- 
in ‘rance? tional” Council "réjectéd, 
3.121 to 845, the advice of 
Leon Blum not to support Maurice 
Thorez for the Premiership, although 
ithe day before the Communists voted 


ayainst Vincent Auriol, who was elected 
President of the Assembly by a narrow 
majority. Thorez was defeated by # nar- 
row margin. 4 ‘ 
The prewar:evil of multiplicity of 
parties in France~ is made doubly 
dangerous by the emergence - of the 
Communist highly 
disciplined and centralized organization, 
as the -strongest party.. Every other 
party is composed. of dissiden{ elements: 
pro-Soviet and anti-Soviet, .pro-capitalist 
and anti-capitalist, ete. Since the two 
wings of the SP (and MRP) do tpt co- 
ordinate, it, is crippled and can’t. fly. .So 
the .prospect is.that there will be goy- 
ernmental, paralysis for five years—or 
patil .the .Commuyunists stage. a copp. 
hough,79. percent of the French people 
are, anti-Communist, they are hopelessly 
divided. In 1932 the Germans gave the 
Nazis the same. kind of minorjty leader- 
ship that the have in 
France, and Thorez knows as well as 
did ‘Hitler how to exploit +his advantage. 


Party, the only 


Communists 


In a sense the civil ware in Frawe 
has already. entered its preliminary 
stage. The Sociabists, the liberal 


Catholics, the de Gaullists, seem to have 
missed the bus. ; : 
The democratic forces face a.dilemma;: 
if the. totalitarians are eliminated from 
ithe government: they. are strong enough 
to paralyze. France» (and Italy} by -po- 
litical as well as strives, 
Thorez boasts that only the Cemmunists 


economic 
can stabilize the currency and. prevent 
runaway inflation, when state centrol pf 
wages is ended. , 
* * . , 
Fear of Toa dangerous extent Amer- 
Russia ican foreign -policy is dic- 
tated . by fear . of. Russia. 
Certainly ‘Russian imperialism is, the 
world’s number one menace, but fear is 
Always a bad counselor. The grievous 
error of Chamberlain’ s Britain” in ‘think- 
ing of Hitler’s Germany as a bulwark 
against Bols fievism may be repeated. 
* Japan's military power might again be 
“poilt up against Russia in the Far East. 
Western Hemispheric solidarity might 
“be purchased at the price of a secret 
deal with Peron's Argentina and other 





Latin-American dictatorships. Fear of 
Russia might dictate, to American reac- 
tionaries, the revivification of German 
militarism as opposed to support of 
Social Democracy. In China the program 
of democratic reform through the Kuo- 
mintang may be blocked by American 
military policy seeking strong allies 
against Russia at any price. Throughout 








Business Grows Bigger and More Profitable 


Universal Everyone who realizes 
Disermament what an atombomb— 

jet plane—bacterial 
war would mean deeply desires universal 
disarmament. Hence the Soviet proposal 
for disarmament has great propaganda 
value, and that is why it was made, as 
in 1898, when Tzar Nicholas proposed 
disarmament. But in essence Molo- 
tov’s proposal is: the USA _ should 
destroy its stockpile of atombombs and 
turn over the secrets to the United Na- 
tiens; then the USSR will disarm and 
the UN can thereafter establish a system 
of control including inspection. 

The American proposal is: the UN 
should establish safeguards first—dis- 
armament will follow. Without an estab- 
lished system of collective. security— 
with international inspection and. with- 
out the veto power—no nation will sur- 


e. 
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aed 
; 
Ride ‘Im Cowboy! 
Fitzpetrickin the St, Louts Post“Dispatch. 
‘ ” “i ‘ *. 
the world, in fact, the Anglo-Ameri¢hr render its advantages in possessing 
militarists, among whom there are still superior weapons. None ever has or 
plenty of; Colonel Biimps, may -seek ; ever will. And in thefaee of continued 
alliances with those — anti-Commynist- Soviet imperialist expansion, for the 
forces they consider most “reliable”; USA to abandon the-atombomb would 


these include mpnarchists and Fascists 
and other reactionaries, but not dem- 
ocratic Socialists, particularly’ since 
social democracy is losing pgpular sup- 
port to both “extremes. The® mistakes 
made in Greece by Britain might. be re- 
peated on a- worldwide scale. 


* * * 


Bereft of ~~~" Reporting ifté"PeTults 
Human Dignity of a six months=study 

within Russia in the 
American Féderationist, Hugh Chevins 
says that class distinctions there are 
greater than ih any capitalist’ country. 
“Russia’s extremely complicated r@tion- 
ing system is apparently designed * to 
create class distinctions ... and Yewious 
other devices: have been evolved-fox-in- 
suring bigger and better rations for the 
new ruling: clags.” Each citizen “is” as- 


signed to a designated shop, apd tite’ 


shops where érdinary workers buy are 
vastly infexgiogs;to those whi¢ché.eater 
to Kremlin big shots. Likewise. the 
privileged few are given better “housing, 
and. hundredssof other favors. 


“The Union of Socialist Sovie 
publics is’ a@ “police state,” Chevins 
stated, “and tife in a police state is 


restricted and uneasyy bereft of human ; 


dignity and freedom.” 


be suicidal folly. It Would be, in effect, 
unilateya]-disarmament, 


Reduction of the size of, the Red Army 
would not mean any real reduction in 
the Soviet military potential, for an 
army demobjlized can, yeadily be mobil- 
ized, and dgery healthy citizen of the 
USSR, malé@vand fehfale; gets military 
training. Red Army weapons are 
primitive. American adVantage lies 
entirely in arr technologieal superiority, 
in scientific yweaponsx vequiring highly 
skilled personell. An. afity of scientists, 
technicians, engineers, skilled mechanics, 
is not speedily mobilized. Nor can atom- 
bombs, jet: ply ew, etey be. quickly made. 
If we aba dgn four: ‘atéinbomb plants 
and discontinue training specialists, we 
surrender the one advantage we possess. 
As Walter eck puts” it, “Molotov’s 


¢ proposal Bt (The Soviet Union should 
demobilize ¥e5 should disarm ... 


The Red Army, though demobilized, 
would be more than ever the preponder- 
ant ‘military factor in Europe, the 
Middle East, and the Far East.” 

In the long run it ‘will be even more 
suicidal not to press urgently for uni- 
versal disarmament, together with the 


= other ahs for peace, a federal 


democratic 


d government. However, 


‘mitted since November, 1945. 
-of 3,000 demanded restoration of. eonstie 


disarmament can be seriously discuss 
only within the framework of a genera] 
world settlement. 

* * * 


USA Calls for 
Revolution 





Times have changed, 
The USA has in ty 
past unofficially helpeg 
te everthrow unfriendly Latin- Amerieay 
governments, but has never before called 
upon any people, officially, to revolt, On 
Dec. 2 the US proposed that the Unite 
Nations urge Spaniards to overthrow 
Franco if he refuses to resign. (Chan 
acterizing his regime ‘as «Fascist, th 
American resol@tion is stronger than the 
Polish’ proposal it is -intended to Spe 
plant. ‘The logical next step is severang 
of dip'omatic relations with Fran 
dictatorship, which the USA has, 

posed, Franco will undoubtedly retor, 
“And how about the Russian dictator. 
ship?” But logic ‘and fagiomacs, seldgu 
coincide, : 





« 


a . * 
‘ He eee 


Stochpiting ais Pole 


@® More than 52.9 percent of Amer 
ica’s farms’are now eléctrified, ds fom 
pared with 31.3 pertent in *1940, iid 
only 10.9 percent ih 1935. But “fly 
1,261,000“ farms “have modern’ bath 
facilities” Electrification of rural fife 
is‘ one of thie Solid: hogy of the New 
Deal: ; { 

$a,-"¢ - * ‘e 

@ After World “Wir I, none of'th 

vanquished nations fulfilléd their repihe 


tions obligations as set at” Versaillés, 
The few payments‘ that were male 
threatened to upset the balance of 


world economy, and they were financed 
not out cf the economy of the defeated 
enemy, but by loans made by the victors, 
most of them from America. The amount 
paid by ‘Germany roughly equalled the 
total ‘of loans from the USA and Britain, 
However, ‘the Nazis made effective 
propaganda use of the injustice of the 
reparations imposed. After World War 
II Sovjet Russia is-collecting reparations 
unilaterally by looting the. vanquished 
nations and satellites., 
‘ . * - . F 

@ Dictator Salazaaz was attacked-at 
the first opposition ‘mass meeting. pél 
A crowd 


tutional rights, amnesty for political 
prisoners; press freedom, and legalize 
tion of opposition parties. Portugal mf 
be a Fascist..nation—but can. you 
imagine. any such meeting in Moscow, 
except. .one addressed by -the smal 
Pappanrov? . , oe 











WNCENT AURIOL 
Socialist President of 
ee oa; French: Assembly ~" 


‘@ The Soviet monarch, King Michael 
of Rumania, opened the new Comma 
domipated Parliament, with a # 
urgiag closer «cogperation with CG 
Rpssia. He did — under the ash 
too. on 
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‘ashington and the Nation 








te ASHINGTON, D. C. — Right 
ped W vcs the Potomac River from 
ean the nation’s capital—on the Vir- 
r. ginia side—is the Congressional district 





of Rep. Howard W. Smith. In the many 
ml years Smith has occupied the seat of the 
ei Fighth Congressional District of Vir- 

ginia, he has distinguished himself in 
« just one regard—his emotionally twisted 
hatred of. labor and unions. (The Smith- 
tn Connally Act emerged as a toned-down 
product of his initiation.) 


_ Ope But—and thereby hangs a tale — in 
tort, Smith’s district there is a bright and 
tar enterprising young man named Lawrence 
Michael. Michael appears to be some- 
thing of a student; and most of his study 
appears to be channeled toward achieving 
a life-long ambition—the unseating of 
Smith. 


ne And now it seems as though the bright 
‘oll: Mr Michael has dug one up out of the 
hooks that may accomplish his heart's 
es desire. What makes this particularly 


pen noteworthy, however, is that in the 
a process of unseating Smith, the bright 


Mr. Michael may also succeed in accom- 
plishing at least one, and possibly two, 
P more socially desirable goals which have 
‘the long eluded progressive-minded citizens 
att B of this nation, . . . He may force the 
its. HB seven Southern poll-tax states volun- 
nade tarily to repeal their poll-tax laws ... 
Rand he may open the way to unseating 
need many of the South’s most reactionary 


ated Representatives and Senators. 

nor, The other- day the enterprising Mr. 
out Michael, a Republican who ran against 
the Smith in the recent election and lost, 
tain filed a notice of contest against his oppo- 
we 

the 

War In his notice, Michael brings forth 


tiong @ the fruit of his delving into and the 
‘shed Study of ancient tomes. It is in the 

form of a law which Michael discovered 

was passed by the Congress on Jan, 26, 
dat 1870. This law was the one which finally 
pele forgave the State of Virginia for its 
rowd  Tebellion against the Government of the 
nstie @ United States and permitted Virginia 
ti once more to send representatives to 
Jira Congress. This law, however, it was 
may | “scovered by Michael, states that Vir- 
you @ Sinia may elect representatives to Con- 
sow, | Btess provided that “the Constitution of 
piel § Virginia shall never be so amended or. 
changed as to deprive any citizen or citi- 
wens of the United States of the right 
to vote who are entitled to vote by the 
Consitution herein recognized.” The 1870 
law applied to all States which had 
seceded from the Union. 


Michael then alleges that in 1902 
When the State of Virginia amended its 
Constitution to impose a poll-tax as a 
° Qualification for voting it violated the 
; Act of Congress of Jan. 26, 1870; and, 

therefore, that the Virginia poll-tax law 
is unconstitutional and that Smith was 
s improperly elected. 

To prove this point, Michael quotes 
the debates of the 1902 Virginia consti- 
tational convention to prove that the 
Poll-tax law was enacted frankly and 
openly for the purpose of preventing 
Negroes from voting. For instance, the 
late Senator Carter Glass, a delegate to 
the 1902 convention, during the debate 
Said: 





“In response to the demand of the 

white people of Virginia, a Democratic 

chad Legislature proposed to the people the 
calling of a convention to revise and 
amend the present Constitution. The 
Primary purpose of that convention 
was to abridge the right ef popular 
suffrage and to eliminate every Negro 
of whom we could be rid without run- 
"ing counter to the prohibition of the 
Federal Constitution. Not a white man 
m Virginia, nor a black man of ordi- 
Mary intelligence, will contend that this 
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How Poll-Tax Laws Can be W iped Out 


By Jonathan Stout 






purpose of constitutional revision was 
disguised or attempted to be con- 


cealed.” 
* - . 


Durnin the recent election campaign, 
Michael brought a suit in the US Dis- 
trict Court for the Eastern District of 
Virginia seeking to compel the elimina- 
tion of the poll-tax in the Eighth Vir- 
ginia District. The State election offi- 
cials fought the suit, and the court, on 
the motion of the State, dismissed the 
suit. 


Now Michael has carried the suit to 
the Congress itself, and the new Con- 





gress which convenes on Jannary 3 must 
pass on the question whether the State 
of Virginia has defied the Congress in 
adopting its poll-tax law. 

The next Congress will be predomi- 
nantly Republican, and presumably may 
be_ sympathetic to Michael, a fellow Re- 
publican deserving of encouragement for 
his brave and unrewarding efforts to 
plough soil which has been notably arid 
to Republican seeding. 

The House of Representatives is the 
sole judge of the qualifications of its 
members, and it has the power to re- 
fuse to seat men elected under conditions 
which meet with its disapproval. 

If a Republican majority in the new 
Congress should uphold Michael and de- 
cline to seat Smith, Democrats elected 
in other Virginia districts and in the 
other poll-tax tsates might be eliminated 





from the House—and several newly elect- 


ed Senators also from poll-tax states. 

All this could be accomplished without 
passing a Federal law attempting to in-. 
validate the poll-tax as a prerequisite 
for voting in the states that will retain 
it! It would be accomplished merely by 
denying the right of a Representative- 
elect to take his seat. 

It would be bringing pressure of a 
major kind on these states to repeal their 
pol] taxes. The theory is that no state 
would care long to be denied the privilege 
of having its Representatives in Con- 
gress. 

And it could be done simply by a 
majority vote of the House. 

Americans are an ingenious people— 
especially the studious ones, And the 
phrase “there’s more ways than one to 
skin a cat” is of pure Yankee derivation. 


t 








Facts More Significant Than John L.’s 


ASHINGTON, D. C.—Now that 
W the spleen against John L. 

Lewis has been publicly vented 
by the decision of Justice Goldsborough, 
fining the mine workers $3,500,000 and 
their leader $10,000, a sense of forboding 
oppression is engulfing thoughtful quar- 
ters in Washington. 

With the crest off the emotional wave 
against the personality of Lewis, there is 
emerging a sense that the court decision 
marked the fated culmination of a wit- 
less and disjointed Government policy. 
And the sense of forboding is imparted 
by the feeling that the decision at the 
same time marked the beginning of a 
struggle the end of which is not yet in 
sight. 

The dramatic trial of Lewis almost 
pushed off the front pages the atories 
of the resignation of OPA Adminis- 
trator Paul Porter, the threatened re- 
signation of Housing Expediter Wilson 
Wyatt, and the report of the Bureau 





By Jonathan Stout 


. 
of Labor Statistics that the cost of liv- 
ing—in Washington at least—has risen 
147 percent above prewar levels. 


In the view of one sound observer 
here, it would have been more fitting to 
make the Porter, Wyatt and cost-of-liv- 
ing stories part of the Lewis story, for 
they are part of each other. 

Without the cost-of-living story, the 
Lewis story is a story without a begin- 
ning. And without the Porter and Wyatt 
stories, the Lewis story is a story with- 
out an end—-at least in its present phase. 


This is the point of view which until 
this week has been almost entirely ob- 
scured by the prominence given to John 
L. Lewis as a personality. Labor, on the 
contrary, has been well-nigh unanimous 
in ignoring the personality problem, and 
concentrating on the broader issues of 
common concern to all labor: 

1—That a Government which recently 
failed to prosecute those greedy men who 
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deprived the nation of meat had lost the 
moral right to prosecute workers for de- 
priving the nation of their labor. 

2—The revival of the outlawed court 
injunction by the Government itself in 
a labor dispute, under circumstances 
where the Government appears intent on 
busting a union, is a threat which hangs 
over the heads of all unions and cannot 
be ignored. 

The fact that the CIO as well as the 
AFL is officially supporting Lewis is 
evidence of how organized labor regards 
the situation. That the CIO should offi- 
cially go on record in this regard should 
have been taken as a warning of the 
dynamite potential being piled up by a 
Government attitude which is willing to 
bust the union in order to bust Lewis. 

Most of the Washington correspond- 
ents who have been covering the coal 
story have failed to understand that 
Lewis is actually spearheading a fight 
by labor unions to protect the interests 
of their members as a consequence of 
the action of the Government in throw- 
ing the national economy to the mercy 
of the wolves of profiteering. Whether 
or not Lewis has a personal lust for 
power, the position taken by Lewis, when 
seen in this light, actually becomes the 
only possible position that can be taken 
by the head of a union sworn to protect 


the interests of his membership. 
” - * 


Wai many have been dazzled by 
the famous eyebrows and have failed 
to see anything or anybody but Lewis 
in the current struggle, the fact is that 
what happened in coal did not oceur in 
a vacuum. What happened in coal is a 
consequence of what happened before. 

For the five years since the outbreak 
of the war the Government had hooked 
together its price and wage policies for 
the ostensible purpose of maintaining 
parity between the two. 


It was only a little nore than a month 
ago that the Government itself broke that 
policy. It was only a few weeks ago 
that President Truman abjectly knuckled 
under to the hunger strike conspiracy 
of the profiteers and wiped out price con- 
trol—and with it wage stabilization. 

But hardly any of the Washington cor- 
respondents remembered back that short 
space of time or connected Truman's 
surrender on price contro) with the fact 
that Lewis’ move for higher wage rates. 
was an immediate and direct consequence 
of what the Government itself had 
started. 

When the President appeared on the 
radio several weeks. ago to announce 
abjectly that he was for price control, 
that he was against lifting meat ceilings, 
that he thought the meat famine was 
(Continued on Page Nineteen) 
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John L. Lewis as 


Tore newspapers are creating a 
pretty piece of mythology out of 
the strike of the | s. John 


coal mine! 

L. Lewis is, of course, the villain of the 
piece, the devil, the evil giant, the dra- 
gon. Harry Truman, so rec held up 
to ridicule, the hite knight defending 
the public against dire-threat. It 
somehow taken fe rranted nee 
there is onl e Li victory over him 
will be final \fter t a een wor 
the Repul ( rre pi 
couple of labor | d then 
thing 0 foreve afte 

Of « h-n ‘ las 
nothing to ) at actually 
taking pl We e ente por 
new phase f ( ence 
Among tl} t ‘ p tl 
country } et 10WE { ‘ 
becoming ratte 
would have t J bs he 
had neve et ° It col nue 
in much the re o matter 
whether R mn De CVE are 
in power. W ’ ey ed 
will have ) A effec 
summer bre ) thquake rhe 
only way leg ute du 
trialists, lal } e publi n 
general can act effective nee 
ing an underst r of aking 
place. Thus | t e ha een slight 
evidence that rh places are 
intersted | ) ty the irface 

There tendene to treat 
thi trike ; | confll 
fifty year ro. it those d: «trikes 
were local Ihe of the nation was 
not threatened. Since b nese ha 
been orga ed » national mits 
Management | vroved over and over 
again the effectivene of its organiza- 
tions on ur public ie ] can raise 
prices without consulting public authori- 
ties or taking account of public welfare. 
Often it can secure the passage or 
defeat of legislation without rousing 
much comment or opposition 

But when labor became o ganized on 
a mass, industry-wide scale, the whole 
situation was changed. Now the hun- 
dreds of thousands of employees in each 


of the key industries 
unions, Hitherto 
such industries 
up the public. 
on the part of reformers. But, since this 
is a free enterprise system, it 
erally taken granted 
could be done about it 
just have to 


are joined in 


the management of 


hold 
protest 


has been able to 


There was some 
Was gen- 


for that nothing 


The publ ie would 


stand being gonged by the 





masters of industry after 


essential 
another. But now the organized workers 
are in a position to paralyze such indus- 


one 


The coal for 
are doing through John L. just 
the sort of thing which the owners and 
managers of industries have done from 
the start. The country can’t run without 
coal. The miners say to the rest of us: 
“Very well; you can have coal, but on 
our terms.” 


tries. miners, example. 


Lewis 


If the miners were the only group of 
workers in a position to the 
national economy, all might be well. 
There are something over a million of 
them in the country. We could afford 
to pay them the wage; of aristocrats. 

‘ 


threaten 


4 


The Home Front 


a Portent 





But after the experiences of the past 
year, the wounds left by other groups 
are still fresh in our minds. The railway 


men, the truckers, the oil workers, the 
teel producers, the sailors and long- 
horemen, the communications em- 
ployees, the electric light and power 
workers, the auto workers—any one of 
these bodies of men can more or less 
effectively stop our whole industrial 
process dead in its tracks. If they were 
to show themselves as lacking in a sense 
of public responsibility as have the 
owner! and managers from time to 
ne, they would proceed to do it. Unless 
important changes take place, out indus- 
will henceforth carry on under this 
nreat. 

Thus far no effective remedies are 
even suggested. Republican and Demo- 
cralic reactionaries seem to harbor tne 
halucination that anti-union laws can do 
the trick. A mysterious power called 
“the government” can crack down on 
intons, put them in a ra acket and 
thus keep them in “their place.” Only 

lave can be forced to work-+-and that 
not efficiently. No legislative body, no 
court, no army, no. police force can 
compel million men to do what they 
do not want to do. Their part ina free 
economy must be undertake! good 
will 

The government, moreover, 1s not an 
outside instrumentality which can de- 
scend from above with puwer to regulate 
the affairs of the country. It is made 
ip of legislators and executives who 


are elected by the very men who make 


the bodies which are to be coerced. 


up ! 
Only if the majority of citizens were 
reduced to such a state of desperation 


dictator, 
could we have anything like the sort of 


as to elect or tolerate a Fascist 


coercion which is implied in the cruder 
the 


one 


logans of reactionaries. Totali- 
but it is 


hardly a way which we would voluntari- 


tarianism is way out, 


ly select. 


Is There a Democratic Solution? 


Wuerner there is any democratic 
solution for the problem techno- 
logically developed, mass - production 
state remains to be The British 
Laborites are carrying on an absorbing 
experiment in that direction. In this 
country, interest in this life-or-death 
problem seems to be limited to philos- 
ophers and economists. 
industrialists and alike 
blythely proceed with their parts in the 
drama without the least notion of what 
the climax will bring. They talk about 
democracy but continue to do the things 
which lead toward dictatorship. In the 
present conflict about coal, the solutions 
championed by both run in the 
dictatorial direction. Nobody considers 
the possibility of a democratic way out. 

And yet the required democratic pat- 
tern lies deeply rooted in the American 
tradition. The authors of our Constitu- 
tion faced the dangers inherent in the 
animosities of opposing They 
linked the jealous contenders in a union 
by a compromise system of representa- 
tion and by convincing the divided 
citizens that a better life for afl was 
dependent on cooperation rather than on 
rivalry. Now the country is divided 
into great industrial rather 
than into geographical units. The prob- 
lem is how to get the men of oil, coal, 
steel, rubber, communication and trans- 
portation to work together in the com- 
mon interest. John L. Lewis is merely 
the symbol of a disunity that stretches 
across our entire industrial map. 


of a 


seen. 


Labor leaders, 


politicians 


sides 


states. 


enclaves 


Somehow we must be able to convince 
the great bodies of workers in each of 
the vital industries that they can in the 
long run make more by remaining at 
work and by increasing production than 
by paralyzing the entire economy with a 


strike. Rival industrial bodies must fit 
into a structure that will give them the 
same sort of guarantee of status and 
justice which the Federal Constitution 
gave to the states. President Truman’s 
Labor-Management Conference was an 
effort in this direction. It failed because 
of lack of genuine cooperation on the 
part of management. There is 


no pros- 





eated. The social setup toward whic 
we must work will involve some of the 
with 

Each great 
be convinced 
The 


results traditionally connected 
planning if not its forms. 
group of workers must 
that it is getting a square dea). 


By WILLIAM E. 8Ony 
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and citizens, moreover, who now 


Lewis in a foray against 
the national economy because they have VE] 
always led — and still lead — miserable 5: % 

a a fo 
inferior status. So they are in rebellion, (26 
They can neither be propaganiized into 
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power. And what is true of the miners have _e 
for th > dain oe ter. Whe! 
goes for the other great groups in the 
: ‘ tp becom 
key industries. Fascist fi 
The US Department of Labor pro. the <oem 
poses to establish schools labor talked wit 
leaders. The purpose, obviously, is tg is Yorkvi 
alert these men with regard to thei “To rey 
responsibilities to society as whole, Rae ( 
No one has thus far suggested analagoug “iat 
pect of ere ater success for any similar schools for industrialists; but they are Riad ‘ 
attempt in the present or the near even more needed. And needed above group in 
future. America is not ready to face a)] in this time of crucial decisions isa ‘a Novern 
up to ‘a industrial crisis. school for.politicians. The only probleq Deamish 
In the meantime, the essential bases is: Who are to be the teachers? The Pascist L 
of solution are becoming clear. The bitter experiences of the past two years 5 letter te 
direction which we must take is indi- are the only adequate teachers in sight, sks -was 
a being as: 
Fascist. m 
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DEAR READER:  . 
May we have a few minutes of your time to discuss the very Alabama.’ 
difficult plight of THE NEW LEADER? The nm 
We feel sure that once you know how difficu!t our problem is, —, 
you will want to help us solve it. a 1 
Our problem is simple—and dire! ton-bred, 
Ps F City’s caf 
THE NEW LEADER is the only newspaper that has not raised Scan 
its price. Although our costs have steadily mounted, although ms. Hi: 
our list of subscribers has continued to grow, we have vigorously lawyer, is 
resisted raising the price of the paper. The reason is simple. We italian F 
have not done so, because we want to keep on reaching the lountry. 
widest possible circle of readers who need and want THE NEW ently, an 
LEADER. close to th 
Your help—your faith in our fight is vital! he 
Wf the Lo: 
We are proud of our paper! We are proud that many of cupied | 
America's most prominent journalists write for it. All of them American 
write WITHOUT COMPENSATION, because they believe in what family, 
THE NEW LEADER is doing. We want to keep on printing the His dre 
truth so that free men may make a peaceful world, to live in ihe war v 
without fear, and in prosperity. hecame a 
What can you do? Army, a 
ee . . . e¢ Wehrmac 
Only very little,” you say. “Prices have been rising for United Si 
everybody." But consider: the little you can do, multiplied sev- after dis 
eral thousandfold, will help us turn the tide. Think for a minute! met, 
What price would you pay for peace? for freedom? for truth? hilders, 
These are priceless. Now, estimate your contribution. Send what ‘dlum bia 
you can to our sustaining fund—and then add a little for good hey cam 
measure. Hogene T 
This fight is a continuing struggle! Georgi 
or Talms 
All our readers must join in. “Ask not for whom the bell tol’, 1946, that 
it tolls for you. . . .“" No man can stand alone. This struggle brefront 
involves us all, and will spare none. Send us your mite te build 
our sustaining fund. It will add another weapon in the armory P ATTE 
of truth and freedom to fight against fear and tyranny. Sed at 
hirted s 
Your contribution will be a means and an inspiration for all | Basted ; 
of us on THE NEW LEADER to keep going on behalf of free met te gro 
everywhere. We shall look for your reply and contribution. North ay 
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Heil Columbians! 


By Walter K. Lewis 


a former leader of a Nazi-inspired 

group wrote from his cell in which 
he is awaiting disposition as a “danger- 
wis enemy alien,” to Emory C. Burke, 
president of “The Columbians” in At- 
lanta, Georgia, a “you'll probably re- 
member me” letter. Indeed, Burke must 
have remembered the author of the let- 
ter. When, in 1936, Burke was aspiring 
tp become the leader of the native 
fascist forces in America, he met all of 
the leaders of the hate movements. He 
talked with them, drank beer with them 
jn Yorkville’s Nazified Hofbraus. 
To reporters in Atlanta, Georgia, 
Emory ©, Burke denied having 
associated with any movements in the 
United States prior to his Columbian 
group in the earlier part of 1946. But 
on November 14, 1936, Captain Hamilton 
Beamish, fuehrer of the Imperialist 
Fascist League of South Africa, wrote 
a letter to Adrian Arcand, of Montreal, 
who was irterned during the war for 
ling associated with the Canadian 
Fascist movement, that among the per- 
sons he met while on tour of the United 


S: ERAL weeks ago on Ellis Island, 


been 


States was one “E. C. Burke, from 
Alabama.” 
The new organization founded . in 


Georgia, with “branch” offices in cther 
Southern states, is led by Burke and 
Homer Loomis, Jr. The latter, Prince- 
ton-bred, was well-known in New York 
City’s cafe society before the Georgian 
“‘wol-cap boys” received him with open 
ums. His father, a wealthy Wall Street 
lawyer, is said to have represented the 
Italian Fascist legal interests in this 
tountry. Junior’s wife divorced him re- 
tently, and according to reliable sources 
lose to the family, is residing in Florida 
with their child. According to a friend 
wf the Loomis family, Junior it too pre- 
cupied with his dream of becoming an 
American Hitler to care about his 
family, 

His dreams were interrupted during 
the war when, ironically enough, Loomis 
beame an officer in the United States 
Army, and fought against Hitler’s 
Wehrmacht, Upon his return to the 
United States, Loomis left immediately 
titer discharge for the South, where 
¢ met, among others, James Ralph 
hilders, 17-year-old “leader” of The 
(olumbians, and, with Emory Burke, 
ey campaigned for the election of 
Migene Talmadge for the Governorship 
{Georgia. It was during the campaign 
or Talmadge during the month of June, 
46, that The Columbians came into the 
orefront nationally. 

sd + 4 * 
' 

ATTERNED after Hitler’s Brown- 
tirted storm troopers, The Columbians 
masted that they were “exclusively a 
ae group.” Loomis renounced the 
orth and condemned Jews, Negroes 
id labor unions with vitriolic vigor. 
idly enough, the one “home” The Co- 
ambians knew in Atlanta was the office 
pace rented to them by the Plumbers 
a Steamfitters’ Local 72 (AFL). Al- 
‘ugh after a recent fracas the union 
tted The Columbians from their head- 
Marters, the Ku Klux Klan, 
als and his brown-shirted, swash- 
ackling colleagues consider their rivals- 
whate, continue to meet with regularity 
Mi without publicity in the same hall. 

mis, as secretary of the group, has 
wed all of the press statements, Garbed 
*G.I. sun-tan shirt, a lightening flash 
ulder-patch adorning his_ sleeve, 
iS announced that the US Consti- 
“on upheld the “Right to Hate.” It 
a “freedom” which he and his col- 
u€S would fight for with violence, if 
sary. 
kK 
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Several weeks ago Ralph McGill, pub- 


lisher of the Atlanta Constitution, was 
visited 
who had objected to the editorial treat- 


by a delegation of Columbians 


ment éhe hate group was receiving in 
the columns of the liberal Southern 


newspaper. The delegation blatantly an- 
nounced that it would take “measures” if 


McGill’s newspaper persisted in pub- 
lishing “unkind” stories about The Co- 
lumbians. McGill gave the delegation the 
bum’s rush. He had listened enough to 
their lesson in “white supremacy.” 

Hours later, in the headquarters of 
The Columbians, a tear-gas bomb burst 
into the room in the midst of a harangue 
by Columbian President Burke. It was 
blamed on “the kikes and Niggers.” 

To an audience composed of Talmadge- 
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STATE OF GEORGIA GRANTS 
CHARTER TO COLUMBIANS, Inc. 


The long awaited white man’s movement to save first 
the south and then the nation has at last begun. 


On August 16 the State of Georgia granted a charter 
to The Columbi Inc. The Columbi Inc. is a patriotic 
and political group pledged to organize and create voting 
solidarity among all white American citizens who are ad- 
herents of the true American spirit—belief in the integri- 
ty of our blood. The Columbi Inc. absolutely repudiat 
the un-American idea of the melting pot. 








The charter was approved in Fulton Superior Court | _ 


ATLANTA, GEORGIA, AUGUST, 1946 





of a Negro after a Columbian meeting. 
Childers will be tried under the riot 
law, which requires that an overt act 
be proved. 

Another Columbian, it was learned, 
will be charged with shooting to kill. 
Several weeks ago, this Columbian fired 
at Negro school children and then turned 
his gun at several Negro men, who were 
forced to flee to the roof of a house. 


* * * 


Cotumprans are frankly encouraged 
by the publicity afforded them, and espe- 
cially by the approval they hope to re- 
ceive after Talmadge enters the Gov- 
ernor’s Mansion on January 1. Herman 
Talmadge, son of the Governor-elect, 
recently addressed a Klan conclave in 
Georgia. The Klan regards The Colum- 
bians as social inferiors and radical up- 
starts, yet are aiding them, and many 
Klansmen have joined the Columbians 
as well, 


ex 


Under bo 
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LW POINT 


~~ PRICE TEN CENTS: 


COLUMBIANS ORGANIZE 
TO SAVE WHITE SUPREMACY 


American Public will elect as its duly constituted officials 
men of courage, whose ideals for the future are based on 
our country’s glorious past and traditions. 
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ites and rival Kluxers, Burke had paid 
tribute to Elizabeth Dilling: “In my 
mind, she is an ideal in American 
womanhood, despite efforts of New York 
Jews to implicate her as a seditionist.” 

Burke did not defend his old friend 
Ernest Elmhurst, whose anti-Semitic and 
pro-Nazi apologetics filled Bundish news- 
papers, and who recently filled a cell in 
Rikers Island, after conviction for a 
breach of the peace during a Christian 
Front anti-Semitic rally in New York 
over a year ago. Burke did challenge 
the right of the St-te of Georgia to re- 
voke the recently awarded charter of° 
The Columbians, 

The attention paid to The Columbians 
by both Federal and State legal authori- 
ties indicates thatthe movement plans 
to engage actively in Southern politics. 
The South Carolina branch of The Co- 
lumbians, learning that the authorities 
were set to investigate its presence in 
the home State of Secretary of State 
Jimmy Byrnes, immediately shifted its 
allegiance to the ultra-conservative, in- 
dustrialist-inspired, anti-liberal Amer- 
ican Action, Inc. The latter organization 
has, thus far, not repudiated The Co- 
lumbian infiltration. 

James Childers, 17-year-old co-founder 
of The Columbians, is a defendant ia 
a case arising out of. his blackjacking 
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Unlike the Klan, which is secret, burns 
its fiery crosses at night, hides behind 
hooded robes, holds its lynching parties 
without prior notice, The Columbians 
have a militant public program, and have 
been a source of embarrassment to the 
Klan, Although the majority of Klans- 
men applaud the open militancy of The 
Columbians, a minority witHin the KKK 
are known to be fighting against the 
Loomis-Burke group. 

Two weeks ago, Loomis, Jr.,- arrived 
clandestinely in New York, called his 
father, some of his friends, and visited 
the offices of the American Civil Liber- 
ties Union. From the latter he received 
little solace. He berated ACLU officials 
for defending “radical Jews.” More im- 
portant, Loomis, Jr., came back to At- 
lanta with a fistfal of money to finance 
their legal battles. In the meantime, 
Attorney General Tom Clark congratu- 
lated Atlanta Mayor .William Hartsfield 
for his courageous stand against The 
Columbians. But they boast that they 
will continue their fight against the in- 
filtration of “white neighborhoods” by 
Negro families. 

The Cclumbians, knowing that as a 
social unit their charter will be revoked, 
are preparing to become a minority po- 
litical party in the South. With a posi- 
tive anti-Negro and anti-Semitic pro- 


gram of action, their leaders are at- 
tempting to unite similar groups 
throughout the South into a big move- 
ment. Loomis and Burke are part of the 
anti-labor army which is being mobilized 
to meet the organization drives of both 
the AFL and CIO in their “Operation 
Dixie.” Major-General George Van Horn 
Moseley, friend of Gene Talmadge and 
former hero of Bundists, who is living 
off an Army pension in Atlanta’s plush 
Atlanta-Biltmore Hotel, has contact 
with almost every leader and organiza- 
tion engaged in super-nationalistic work, 
including The Columbians. 

The Columbizns boast that when Gene 
Talmadge enters the Governor’s Man- 
sion, they will be able to carry on their 
anti-Negro, anti-Jewish, anti-labor pro- 
grm unabated. They declare that they 
will drive labor union pickets off the 
streets of the South. The fact that FBE 
and Georgia’s State Bureau of Investi- 
gation are prepared to give The Colum- 
bians a legal knock-out punch is con- 
soling, but this will not necessarily stunt 
The Columbians’ growth. As long as 
Loomis and his colleagues continue to 
receive enough money to carry on thei: 
nefarious work, they will remain a threat 
to democratic society, especially to those 
forces who have begun to rebuild the 
South on liberal foundations. 





Citizens Cannot 
Leave Poland 


Tae Department of State is encoun- 
tering serious difficulties in bringing 
American nationals from Poland to the 
United States. According to State De- 
partment figures, there are in Poland 
15,000 American citizens. All of them 
wish to be repatriated to the United 
States. The American Ambassador to 
Warsaw, Arthur Bliss Lane, has assumed 
the task of providing all American citi- 
zens with a passport and has prepared 
transportation by ship from Gdynia for 
them. 


The NKVD, however, forbade the War- 
saw puppets to permit American na- 
tionals to leave Poland. Moscow is cou- 
stantly committing new acts of provo- 
cation intended to annoy the American, 
as, for instance, the recent press attacks 
upon Ambassador Lane, inspired by 
Bierut. 

Whoever receives from the US Em- 
bassy a passport for departure to 
America risks persecution by the “Po- 
lish” NKVD of Genera Radkiewicz. 
Many American citizens have been ar- 
rested and American officials have been 
forbidden to communicate with the 
prisoners. 


Many young people born in America, 
and thus having an undeniable right to 
American citizenship, have been forcibly 
drafted into “Marshal” Zymierski’s 
army. None of the people who have 
already received American passports— 
even the oldest individuals—can get 
exit-permits from the Warsaw puppets. 


_ The families of these nationals, who 
are in the States, swamp the State De- 
partment and Congressmen with letters 
demanding a speedier return of their 
kin. Ambassador Lane has beea exert- 
ing strong pressure on the Warsaw 
regime in this matter but merely re- 
ceived the promise that 54 out of the 
many thousands having the right to 
return would be allowed to leave. The 
54 persons in question are of non-Polish 
extractions. The Warsaw government— 
evidently following Nazi racial precepts 
—claims that Americans of Polish de- 
scent, even if born in the United States, 
are “. . . of Polish blood,” and therefore 
not American but Polish citizens, 


CIO “Democracy” in Action 
Anti-Communists Were Gagged for the Sake of “‘Unity’’ 


HE delegates to the eighth con- 
| vention of the Congress of Indus- 
trial” Organizations, having been 
baited over the head with lady-fingers, 
as Ed Leahy might say, into a state of 
suspended animation—or “harmony”— 
returned to their homes and their consti- 
tuents in confusion and annoyance bor- 
dering on desperation. They love Philip 
Murray. He has the kindly qualities that 
attract the generous regard of men, but 
seldom in the history of political love 
affairs has the object of affection so 
severely tested the endurance of his ad- 
mirers. This can go on, but to judge 
from the muttering among the delegates, 
it is not likely to, indefinitely, uncritically. 
People have begun to talk 
There was not too much opportunity 
for the delegates to speak their minds 
at the convention itself. So they sput- 
fered and fumed on the boardwalks of 
Atlantic City until the resulting spray 
rivaled that of the breaking wavse near- 
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WALTER REUTHER 
Now a Vice-President 


by. They ate voraciously and any psy- 
chologist will tell you that this is often 
characteristic of frustration, and the bar 
in the Hotel Chelsea became the altar 
at which freedom of speech was wor- 
shipped. For when a_ bartender 
“What’ll you have?” 
ly, you’ve got the floor, you can express 


says, 


, you speak up live- 


yourself. They therefore crowded around 
the™mahogany counter seeking emanci- 
pation. All this was in marked contrast 
with what went on in the convention 
hall one flight up, where, when the pre- 
siding officer intoned, “For what purpose 
, there followed 


does the delegate arise?” 


an acute attack of self-consciousness, tra- 
ditionally uncharacteristic of articulate, 
militant trade unionists. They would re- 
sent, ordinarily, with considerable vigor 
the imputation that the cat had got their 
fongue. But in that parliamentary at- 
mosphere, even Finnegan of Duffy’s Tav- 
ern, genius of the monosyllabic grunt, 
would have been deemed guilty of logor- 
rhea, or of shooting one’s mouth off. 
What were some of the quetsions the 
delegates did not discuss, or barely dis- 


cussed, on the floor? 


First matter of importance was the 
Communist penetration of the ClO which 
is the dagger directed at the heart of 
this organization of millions of American 
workers. In order to cope with it, Presi- 
dent Murray appointed a panel of six 
experts. For the anti-Communists there 
were Emil Rieve, president of the Textile 
Workers, Walter Reuther of the Auto 
Workers, and Milton Murray of the 
Newspaper Guild. The three on the 
other side of the operating table were 
Abram Fiaxer of the Public Workers, 
Michael Quill of the Transport Workers, 
and Ben Gold of the Furriers. So far 
as I have been able to find out this is 
the first time that Murray publicly put 
his finger on three of the Communist 
spokesmen inside the CIO. After two and 
a half days of storm, argument and 
finagling in a room in the President Ho- 
tel, the FQG axis agreed for the Com- 
munists to a statement of policy in 


4 


By John Herling 


which the CIO “resent and reject efforts 
of the Communist Party or other polit- 
ical parties and their adherents to inter- 
fere in the affairs of the CIO.” 

This Murray submitted to the full 
executive board of the organization which 
approved it unanimously and it was an- 
nounced to the press. The first after- 
noon of the convention the statement 
of policy was brought to the attention of 
the delegates. By this time the tension 
among the delegates had been dissipated 
by their disgust with the obvious cyn- 
icism of the Communists who were 


prepared to “resent and reject” them- 
selves so long as they could stay where 
they are. At any rate the Communists 
survived the ethical ordeal without quiv- 
er of conscience or cough of embarass- 
ment. 

Indeed, in the issue of November 


23, the UE News, 
Communist-dominated United Electrical 


publication of the 


Workers, discharged this unctuous edi- 
torial comment on the CIO “resent and 
reject” resolution: 

“When the 11th convention (of the 
UE) at Milwaukee was confronted by 
the same issue, the UE delegates made 
a broader repudiation of outside inter- 
ference, saying: “The membership con- 
trols this union and will continue as in 
the past to defeat every effort to bring 
it under the domination of any group, 
whether it be politica) religious, fra- 
ternal, or any other.’ 

“The UE condemned red-baiting dis- 
ruption within the union, saying: ‘There 
are forces who urge us to substitute for 
the principle of unity and democracy 
within our ranks, divisions, witchhunts 
Again, as in the past, we 
any effort to 
divide our ranks in whatever guise it 


and purges. 
repudiate and condemn 


is presented or from whatever source it 


comes.” 
* 7. * 


Tus intention is clearly a challenge 
to the CIO if you read the statement of 
policy’ Murray gave to the convention 
together with parts of his commentary 
thereon. But other sections of his speech 
of transmittal are full of escape clauses 
which may provide virtuous justification 
to the 12 or 14 Communist-dominated 
continue in their habitual 
Murray had also declared that 
“legislation concerning subjects of this 


unions to 


course. 


description is one which becomes the ex- 
clusive property of each of the inter- 
national unions affiliate¢e with the na- 
tional ClO movement.” This sudden em- 
phasis on the spirit of “voluntarism” in- 
side the CIO has provoked contemptuous 
Stalinist laughter as they gird them- 
selves to protect their ‘exclusive prop- 
erty.” 

They may have to be careful, however, 
for the Executive Board of the C1O has 
promulgated new rules which provide 
that state and city industrial councils 
which hold charters issued directly by 
the national CIO “shall confine their ac- 
tivities and statements to issues of local 
or state concern and to matters of gen- 
eral policy that have been passed upon 
by the national CIO.” The next few 
months should reveal how effective this 
piece of legislation can be made. 

The murky policy may become all 
things to all delegates and certainly did 
not command the mandate that comes 
from active approval. It thus far enjoys 
only acquiescence from its supporters 
and evasive double-talk from its Com- 
munist detractors. If the ways and 
means committee of the House of Rep- 
resentatives in Washington had brought 
in a resolution, which was then read off 
by the Speaker, who then gavelling down 
any attempt at discussion, put the ques- 
tion to a vote, the length and breadth of 
the land would have resounded with de- 
nunciation of such goings-on in a democ- 
racy. Yet that is the way delegates felt 
about this particular jam session. Justifi- 


- Trades 


ably Murray feared the publicity that 
would have accompanied free discussion, 
but in the process, the clarification that 
comes with free speech was sacrificed. 
Opening the convention, he had declared, 
“I regard a convention of the Congress 
of Industrial Organizations as the great- 
est parliamentary body of workers any- 
where in the universe.” That very after- 
noon, he stated his intention to “obviate 
the necessity of needless debate.” *There 
was no debate at all, Some observers 
remarked that this CIO convention could 
not fairly claim to be the greatest de- 
liberative body that ever assembled in 
the Hotel Chelsea, 


rate, the convention rolled 
Ample time was found for full- 
length addresses by General Eisenhower, 
by Rabbi Stephen Wise, by 
Schwellenbach, and even by A. 
ney of the Brotherhood of 
Trainmen, who, in a long, tedious and 


At any 


along. 


Secretary 
F. Whit- 


Railroad 


unedifying speech managed to intrude 
himself and his wisdom into the Com- 
munist issue, 

Without 
amendment, the resolution in support of 


discussion, qualification or 
the World Federation of Trade Unions 
was adopted. As a result, any alert 
Communist-dominated group can jus- 
stify, as CIO policy, its support of any 
position enunciated by the WFTU. This 
was an enlightening contrast with the 
attitude taken by Sir Walter Citrine, 
one of the founders of the WFTU, who 
addressed a warning through the British 
Union -Congress* at Brighton, 
England that if the WFTU persisted in 
pursuing a political course, the federa- 
tion would “fall to pieces.” 


* 


Tue foreign policy resolution was 
whisked out on the platform very early 
the last day of the convention before 
most of the delegates had left the break- 
fast table. The resolution is a coat of 
many colors, patterned to fit the chame- 
leon politicians on the left in the CIO. 
Representing the Retail Clerks, Jack Alt- 
man managed to have his way in criticism 





PHILIP MURRAY 
Against Communism and Sin 


of the thing, and a chorus of noes, but 
no majority, was heard when the matter 
was put to the convention. 


Excitement mounted when, after a 
protracted demonstration for Murray and 
his subsequent sincerely unanimous re- 
election, nominations for ¢he nine vice- 
presidents began. Here was to be the 
first test of the practical effects of the 
new statement of policy. It was under- 
stood that Walter Reuther, as head of 
the auto workers, was to succeed R. J. 
Thomas whom he had defeated in their 
convention last Spring despite Murray’s 
support of the latter. The question was: 
who was going to replace Reid Robinson, 
charged with gilding his left-wing poli- 













AR 
B ar 
a 


tionalist: 
Such” vic 


tics with capitalist loans? Murray in 
sisted that Robinson be dropped. 0. 4 
Knight of the Oil Workers. generally 


considered a middle-of-the-road can, 





date, was slated as eligible and desi, tural ph 
able. The Communists, pushing for som and ‘ u 
one they could rely on, finally got theme in the c 
selves a candidate. When David My Russia, 1 
Donald of the steelworkers nominate French 

R. J. Thomas, it became clear that hy much fu 


Ne ssi jous | 
was the concession made to the Com. seriou 


munists who threatened, if thwarted, ty ing at 1 


oppose Jim Carey as secretary-treasyre - “? 
of the CIO. With the Steel Workers, agi? ” 
undoubtedly the Clothing Workers ey | 
hind Thomas, Knight withdrew his namf  ° ' 
This was fifteen minutes before ai del 
journment. It seemed as if the Com or, a 
munist issue would be joined, as George We is 
Baldanzi, executive vice-president of the Andre G 
Textile Workers, walked to the mike t jected th 
protest the proposed election of two view into Sov 
presidents from one union, the Aut disappoir 
Workers. Behind this constitutional ob ey Gri 
jection was the pent-up wrath of dele i, ide: 
gates who saw how the Communists had Middle A 
been able to maneuver their way inte it is Ind 
high CIO office by threats and cajolery, Mie ired 
The Communists had made it clear that ing the 
unity and peace in the CIO is subject Sophocle: 
to their veto power. Baldarzi spoke the as 
quietly, succeeded in making his point idealize | 
in a controlled, though emphatic manner, ishads, B 
Other delegates began to seek the floor, ities a 
including Ross Blood of the Shipbuilding i, we 
Workers. “Now, let’s not get noisy,” F veep 
said the chairman. Baldanzi replied to i nati 
that one. Murray closed the discussion, ji 
The vote was taken; both Reuthagy racial 
and Thoma; are now CIO vice-presiefy teated 
dents. It is not a situation which will eooloes, 
simplify the struggle inside the AW byt we ¢: 
Workers or liven the expectancy for the people 
implementation of the projected polity e.- 
of anti-Communist sanitation to be deg *tY""* © 
rected from CIO headquarters. tions to 
On the convention stage, Lee Prem healthy 
man, general counsel of the CIO and tel hatreds, | 
Steel Workers, worked away at bis Bi) s time 
as sécretary of the resolutions commit writably 
tee. He cares not who sings the Cl0 ’ 
songs of harmony, so long as he cag” must 
write its laws. of nation: 


seen whit 


and all 
























Prussianism - 
In the Red Army  Brircea 


Nations b 
from wor 
“Forced | 
teeds the 
of New Y 
Connectic: 
Massachu: 
Unless fo: 
tion bet we 
ftind all 
lowest le 
free labor 
forced lab 
® the in 
could 


democrati 


Ixrormation publisited in thd 
Swiss journal, The Army and the 
People concerning the postwar Red 
Army training programs makes it 
plain that military discipline in Row 
sia today is of a sort to warm ay 
Prussian Junker’s heart. When lv 
reports for his two-year compulso 
military training he is quickly ™ 
ered into a special school where he 
instructed in the laws of militia 
discipline. He spends the first! 
months at saluting and phys# 
training exercises. Afterwards he 
gins to work on the manual of an 
The ratio of a private’s to al 
tenant’s pay is about 1 to 3m? 
American Army, 1 to 4 in the Brit 


Commun 





















Army—and 1 to 85 in the ional 

Army. Here is the Red Army 

scale in rubles per month. the co 

purchasing power of a ruble is Soviet 

the same as ten American cents} Necessity 
Intantry soldier ---------- 7 ’ ; 
Artillery soldier --------- - P Bd th. 
Corporal .......--------- 
Bombardier ___----------- . =. ie 
Sub-Lieutenant --------- - i. 
Artillery Lieutenant ------ will 
Lieutenant --.-.---------- - - 
i me tai 
Superior Officer ---------- _ 
Commander --.-..---------- Russi 
General ..........-------4 of re 
Brigadier General ------ -- - 
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and European publications reveal 
a blind swallowing of Indian na- 
A tionalistic black-and-white propaganda. 
Such’ violent propaganda is a quite na- 


Bist India. — Many American 


tural phenomenon in a political crisis, 
and of the same type as that seen before 
in the crises in Nazi Germany, Soviet 
ete BH pyssia, revolutionary China, Mexico, the 


‘MB french and Puritan Revolutions, and 
ated much further back in the past. But no 
a serious historian would think of accept- 
te ing at its face value the propaganda in 
it ek ‘ 7 
* © the speeches of Danton, Trotzky, Stalin, 
be Hitler, Nehru or anyone else. Revolu- 
, and . - _ la depicts its m lead 

tioary propaganda depicts its own lead- 
= ers as heoes and saints, and the other 
ame, 


side as villains, for such is partisan 

| ite psychology everywhere. The surprising 

Com fact'is that it is so blindly accepted. 

We have seen before how people like 
peoy 

{tt Andre Gide, Romain Rolland, etc., pro- 


ke to jected their dreams of a perfect world 
Vibe into Soviet Russia only to be bitterly 
Auto disappointed by reality. In the 19th cen- 
te tury Greece and later America were 
_ such ideal dreamlands of hope, in the 
s ha 


Middle Ages Rome and Palestine. Now 
| Wt is India. Philhellenism in the 1820's 


NM admired the rather corrupt Greeks fight- 
Bess ing the Turks because of Plato and 
EM Sophocles. Today people, disgusted with 
poe the crisis of our Western civilization, 
pout idealize living India because of the Upan- 
annels i ‘hads, Buddha and Kalidasa. Indian pol- 
be ities are fundamentally not different 
Fi from politics in other countries. 

aT I suspect that this idealization of In- 
“ tian nationalism is just the last shred 
saa of racial discrimination., After having 


presief teated a foreign nation as colonial 
h wil tooloes, we fall into the other extreme, 
| Aue but we cannot yet see them as ordinary 
a people. Nor do I belive that it is a 
be de service to India and Indo-Western rela- 

tions to endorse, 
Press fm healthy 


together with the 
aspirations, also the many 


nd the hatreds, prejudices and distortions which 
his job 

nite. 
* ClO tvitably appear but which in the long 
he cng" must paralyze the healthy growth 


of national culture. We have sufficiently 


ina time of tense disequilibrium will in- 


seen whither this xenophobe hatred leads, 


ind all these efforts to revive, with 


By H., Goetz 


New Leader Correspondent in India 


modern methods, a past which belonged 
to a different type of life. 


oe * ~ 


Tue causes of this tension lie in the 
between actual develop- 
ments and the picture of them in the 
minds of people. This cannot be simpli- 
fied merely to a contrast of reactionary 
imperialism 


discrepancy 


against progressive na- 
tionalism. Colonial civilizations generally 
are the guardians of the original civili- 
zation which has been abandoned. Cey- 
lon, Burma, Siam, still conserve Indian 
civilization as it was centuries ago. Ja- 
pan has followed China culturally with 
the time lag of some centuries. This is 
true also of modern India. Though there 
exists a small minority of modern Indi- 
ans, the average nationalist ideology is 
half-digested middle 19th-century Euro- 
pean ideology with Indian labels. This 
creates a queer situation. The new Brit- 
ish Empire program is so fantastically 
modern that only few Indians can really 
understand it. Yet no foreign power can 
ever dare to start the drastic social 
reforms which India needs. However 
obsolete a great section of Indian na- 
tionalist ideology—fed on the memory 
of idealized glories of the past—may be, 
it has the future, at least within the old 
field of conflict, because it starts things 
moving. But for this very reason it 
seems to me only a question of time 
when both can meet again on a basis 
of equality. 

The tension between out-of-date ideas 
and actual modern development is one 
of the chief facts about the vehement- 
nationalism of the East. But the progress 
of our cultural sciences in recent years 
has built the foundations for a new 
world outlook in which these conflicts 
ean be resolved. To give just one ex- 
ample: in the middle 19th century we 
believed that Europe had the monopoly 
of true art in the Greek and Gothic 
traditions. In the last decades Indians 
have believed that they alone understand 
true art, a revival of Gupta and Rajput 
traditions, whereas we are merely clever 
barbarians. In our modern cultural out- 
look, Greeks, Indians and Chinese have 
equal, though different, virtues in their 
arts, and we believe in creation more 
than in revival. East and West can find 


The Meeting of East and West 


INDIA FAMINE VICTIMS 





Millions Died of Starvation Last 
Year and Millions-More Will Die 
Unless Increased Aid Arrives Soon 


themselves in a truly fertile intercourse, 
not in a repitition of sickly though 
understandible resentments, but in lay- 
ing the foundations for a genuine cul- 
tural fusion, a genuine linking up of 
traditions. 

I have lived ten years in this country, 
lecturing at Indian universities. Indian 
culture has ceased to be strange, it has 
become dear to me. But I have not be- 
come one of those renegades who blindly 
praises whatever is Eastern. I have 


rather learned what is really valuable 
and essential in our Western cultural 
tradition, From the contact of East and 
West something valuable will spring but 
this will be possible only when we can 
overcome prejudices and resentments on 
both sides. So far there has been little 
progress in that direction, because one 
side, with all good will, is too unin- 
formed, and the other cannot be suf- 
ficiently detached because it is emo- 
tionally too deeply involved. 











Free versus The American Federa- 
Forced Labor tion of Labor has de- 

manded that the United 
Nations bar the products of forced labor 
ftom world trade. The AFL states that 
ar Relf# Forced labor in the Soviet Union ex- 
it teeds the entire labor force of the States 
iNew York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, Vermont, 
Massachusetts and New Hampshire. ... 
Unless forced labor is outlawed, competi- 
tion between free and forced labor might 
ftind all trade and production to the 
west level.” It might—except that 
free labor is so much more efficient than 
forced labor that only by dumping goods 
® the international market at a great 
of a ls could Soviet Russia undersell the 
a lei democratic nations. 
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, Brits Communism and Communism does 
: ionalism not abolish national 
ny conflicts, and in all 
A the countries of the Soviet sphere, 
is ae Soviet Government is faced with the 
ents) Mtecessity of antagonizing the Commu- 


0 Hts of one nation or another. The re- 
i of Transylvania to Rumania an- 
ja ved the Hungarian Communists, and 
By are also angered because Russia 
r=} ks Czechoslovakia in ousting the 
i] garians. Either the Czechs or the 
_# s will be embarrassed when Russia 
1000 
1m 





€s a decision on the fate of Teschen. 





“ “h Italian and Austrian Communists 
_ff peat the South Tyrol. Some Italian Com- 
7 Minists disagree with their Yugoslav 


_ Russian comrades about the disposi- 
of Trieste. French and German 





Communists disagree over the Ruhr and 
Rhineland. Greek Communists are dis- 
satisfied with Soviet ‘support of Bulgar- 
ian demands. Moscow has a tough job 
keeping them all happy. 

are discouraged by the lack of sympathy 


@ A _ prostitutes’ union has _ been 
formed in Japan, and formal notification 
of that fact has been made to the Su- 
preme Command. Major impetus for 
this organization came from the compe- 
tition that streetwalkers were giving 
licensed house girls. Wonder what would 
happen if there were a jurisdictional 
strike? 

a a a 

@ A poll of Am@rican farmers con- 
ducted by Successful Farming magazine 
indicated that only one-fourth of those 
queried think that the USA can avoid 
a war within 25 years; 58 percent 
thought that Russia seeks to become the 
world’s ruling power. 

bp ve * 

@ H. G. Wells wrote his own obituary 
in which he declared “his keenest feeling 
seems to have been a cold anger at in- 
tellectual and moral pretentiousness. ... 
Life presents itself to him more and 
more with every year. as a spectacle of 
inexhaustible interest. .. . Life and the 
world are fine, but not. as an abiding 
place; as an arena.” 


* * * 


AUSTRIAN SOCIAL DEMOCRACY 


{x their hard task of reconstructing 
their shattered eeonomy and purging the 
country of Nazism, Austrian Socialists 





in liberal Allied circles. It is, of course, 
natural that fellow-travelers seek to 
make Austrian workers pay for their 
decisive rejection of Communism at the 
polls by labeling the whole country as 
“Nazi.” But at a time when socialist 
democracy is yielding to Communist 
pressure in so many countries, it is 
urgently necessary that everyone pro- 
fessing socialist ideals recognize that in 
Austria, as in hardly any other Eu- 
ropean country, socialism is standing 
four square to the winds—to those blow- 
ing from the East as well as to those 
from across the Atlantic 
G. E. R. Gedye in The New Republic 








| ECONOMY MEASURE | 
Republicans to Trim Budget by Re- | 

ducing Government Officeholders. 
—Newspaper headline. 


| 

i Tut: shouting is all over, | 
| The voting now is done. | 
The GOP’s in clover, 


The victory is won. 


At once they bend their talents 
To one great aim ind that’s 
, To make the budget balance 
| By ousting Democrats. 
Richard Armour. 











PROGRESS IN TENNESSEE VALLEY, 1933-1939 


@ The Tennessee Valley project encompasses part of seven states. For pur- 
poses of comparative evaluation, the TVA economists have matched economic 
developments in the Tennessee Valley with similar developments in the country 





1933-39 


| 
i 
| as a whole. The following trends have been detected: 
| 


TV Nation as Whole 









































Factory Wages Inerease 57 Percent 47 Percent 
Value of Manufactured Products ....” 68 . | ed 
Income of Individuals dita oN 44 ? =~ 
Wholesale Trade ° 80 © 46 = 
Retail Sales - 63 ” 47 - 
1940-45 “TV Natien as Whole 
Retail Sales Increase 32 Pereent 24 Percent 
Parchasing Power ves 105 “36 Res 
~ e 





HE magazine Fortune recently 
| printed an editorial entitled “‘Tech- 
nique of Confusion.” Those who 
practice this technique, it appears, are 
the Communists and the most gullible 
victims, it likewise appears, are the lib- 
erals. Liberalism, the editors warn sad- 
ly, seems no longer “able to distinguish 
sharply between freedom and totalitari- 
anism”; too often it falls into “Com- 
munist booby traps” by glibly repeating 
such words as “exploitation” and “im- 
perialism.” 

The irony of the editorial is that in 
the. opening sentences its authors them- 
selves step smugly into one of the most 
commonplace of the Communist booby 
traps. Referring to an article on the 
new party line elsewhere in that issue, 
the editorial declares that “professional 
Red-baiters will put it down in an ‘I told 
you so’ mood.” It thus dismisses with 
a sneer the people whose crime, appar- 
ently, is that they were aware of the 
new party line sooner than Fortune and 
that they sought to expose the “tech- 
nique of confusion” before Fortune got 
around to it. 

rhe epithet 
is itSelf one of the primary instruments 
of confusion. It is calculated to dis- 
credit Soviet 
realities and Stalinist policies. In ac- 
Fortune lends itself to the 


‘ 


‘professional Red-baiters” 


those who dare expose 
cepting it, 
trickery it purports to unveil for its 
veaders. An incidental joke is that the 
magazine’s research staff, in the prep- 
aration of the article, necessarily went 
to the kind of people the Daily Worker 
calls “professional Red-baiters” for in- 
formation and documents. The editorial 
kick in the face is presumably the pay- 
off. 

The incident would not be worth men- 
tioning if it were not typical of the suc- 
eess achieved by Stalinist propaganda in 
ils mudgunning of critics. It has made 
Red-baiting sound so terrifying that 
decent folk keep 


lips buttoned and their conscience under 


would rather their 
chloroform than risk being called a Red- 
the Soviet 


horrors and are sensibly alarmed by the 


baiter. Editors who abhor 


Stalinist postwar policies use mealy- 
mouthed formulas of confusion instead 
of straight English for fear of being 


labeled Red-baiters, They are too scared 
to publish the views and revelations of 
most 


the men and women who know 


about Stalinism because these writers 
have been effectively smeared with the 
Red-baiting pigments by Communist 
propaganda 
That Fortune 


familiar of booby traps is the more re- 


should step into the most 


markable in view of the fact that an- 
other Luce publication, Life, has come 
around to telling some belated truths 
about the Communist menace. A recent 
editorial called for an end to self-delu- 
sion in the matter of Moscow policies 
and purposes. Why, therefore, should the 
Luce magazines continue to sneer at 
Americans who have not deluded them- 


selves and who have sought to un-delude 
others? 


* >. . 


Ix an essay on Soviet Foreign Policies 


in Life for June 3, John Foster Dulles 
remarked: 

“Soviet objectives are also sought to 
be advanced by use of freedom of the 
press and of speech to put into circula- 
tion ‘smears’ of have a 
strong faith which conflicts with Soviet 
ideology and whose moral or political 
influence is feared. The threat of such 
smear will, it is hoped, deter such per- 
sons from public activity or make them 
seem a liability to any political party.” 

rhe charge of professional Red-baiting 


those who 


is the most pernicious of these smears. 
Mr. Dulles-might have added that this 
particular technique is intended also to 
make the victims seem a liability to any 
magazine, thus harring them, when they 


happen to be writers, from an equal « 


In Defense of Red-Baiting 
A Red-Baiter is One Who Does Not Delude Himself or Others 


By Eugene Lyons 





Eugene Lyons is the internationally known political analyst, jour- 
nalist, editor, and foreign correspondent, Formerly the editor of the 
American Mercury, he is the author of Assignment in Utopia, and other 


equally well-known works. 
_ 


oF 





break in the day-to-day business of mak- 
ing a living. 

All of which makes the “professional” 
part of the epithet rather bizarre. The 
implication is that Red-baiting is a 
remunerative crime; that Red-baiters are 











EUGENE LYONS 
Suggests a New Organization to Be 
Called “Redbaiters, Inc." 


loaded with gold by someone somewhere. 
Only the victims of the smear know 
how much easier it is for namby-pamby 
“neutrals” on the Soviet issue, not to 
mention dutright fellow-travelers, to get 
a hearing in the press and on the radio. 
The one advantage we Red-baiters en- 
joy in the professional domain is easier 
access to The New Leader, but that alas 
does not seriously affect our income tax 
brackets. 
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Awore realistic note is being struck 
by many American publications and edi- 
tors on the Russian facts of life. Stalin 
and Molotov have been engaged in edu- 
cating them and the lessons are finally 
beginning to register. The deepening 
struggle between the democratic and 
totalitarian attitudes and interests can 
no longer be smudged out of view. Ordi- 
nary biological instincts of survival are 
drive more and 


beginning to more 


normal Americans into the democratie 
corner. The lines are being more claerly 
drawn. 


Can the democratic side afford to out- 


law men and have been 
smeared by the totalitarians? Must they 
continue to yield meekly to the taboos 
imposed by Communist propaganda? 
Should they not rather break through 


the Stalinist techniques of confusion and 


women who 


stop the nonsense of outlawing people 
for having known the facts and pro- 
claimed them sooner and more vigor- 
ously ? 

1 address these questions to all those 
who have permitted themselves to be 
frightened and disorientec by the threat 
What 
if the Nazis had succeeded in making 


of being classed as Red-baiters. 


Brown-baiting as unpopular as Red-bait- 
ing? Why should it be any less “re- 
spectable” to expose and condemn des- 
potisni and inhumanity in 
Poland or Yugoslavia than in Germany 
or Spain or Italy? 


Russia or 


The time is over-ripe for a spirited 
defense of Red-baiting. In the introduc- 
tion to a book called The Red Decade, 
tracing the infiltration of American life 
by Communists, I made certain remarks 
that bear repeating at this time. 

The so-called liberals (1 wrote) are 
actually paralyzed by the hobgoblin of 





Red-baiting. If ever they are tempted 
to question Stalin’s paradise, they no 
doubt have nightmares in which they 
see themselves surrounded by animate 
megaphones all hooting, “Red-baiter! 
Red herring!” The story is told that 
Austrian Nazis, before the Anschluss, 
had a standard device for keeping the 
police at bay when engaged in beating 
up adversaries. As soon as the police 
approached, the Nazis began to sing the 
national anthem. Automatically the po- 
licemen snapped to attention and stood 
rooted to the spot—long enough for the 
ringleaders to escape. In the same way, 
the cry of Red-baiting halts liberals in 
their tracks when they are tempted to 
go after Communism. 

There. can be no clear thinking, no 
clear examination of the issues raised 
by the Kremlin’s intrusion in American 
life unit] the Red-baiter taboo has been 
exorcised, A béginning, at least, can be 
made if those who expose Communist 
skulduggery walk up boldly to the ter- 
rible hobgoblin and, taking their courage 
in their hands, say “Boo!” right in its 
face. After that, I can assure them, they 
will be able to wear the Red-baiter tag 
with a flourish of pride, and their sleep 
will be as sweet as a healthy infart’s. 

Here, by way of beginning, I propose 
to say “Boo!” If an attempt to tell the 
truth about Russia and Russia-abroad 


is Red-baiting, then I proclain mys 
a Red-baiter. 


- * * 








I HAVE suggested to other self-resyed 
ing Redbaiters an idea that has wo ; 
atant and hilarious approval. The , 
is the launching of an organizatioy to 
called Redbaiters, Incorporated. Halt 
fun, half in earnest, it will band togeth 
the bolder enemies of Red Fascism ¢j 
mutual defense against the Red-baiti 
smear and for the education of the publ 
on the importance and patriotic duty 4 
effective. Red-baiting. : 

Only Americans who can show png 
of having engaged in Red-baiting op 
having been called Red-baiters for gi 
ficient reason will be eligible. In eff 
they will pick up the epithet and ye 
it proudly, thus turning an intended ; 
sult into a compliment. Indeed, one 
the likely charter members has sugge 
ed that members wear a button annou 
ing to the world: “I am a Red-baiter 
Another offered the helpful recommen 
tion that we adopt the express 
“Nilats to you!” as our war« 
“Nilats,” as any radio fan will recogni 
at once, is ‘Stalin” spelled backwards, 

Personally I foresee a great dem 
for membership and a wholesome, he 
ing effect upon a public opinion heret 
fore bulldozed by a harmless word. B 
sides social activities in the interests 
a higher morale for honest and welli 
formed Red-baiters, the society could 
time develop practical activities f 
bringing the truth about the Sovi 
tyranny and its American agents to 
American people. 











Black Gold 


New Guinea Natives Emerge from Sertdo 
By Harry Roskolenko 


New Leader Correspondent in New Guinea 


APUA.—The Territory of Papua, 

New Guinea, is undergoing a minor 

crisis. Various and conflicting pur- 
poses on the part of the Europeans, 
representing the planters or the inden- 
tured way of life for the natives, are 
bucking up against the stated will of 
the Minister of External Affairs, Mr. 
Ward. Col. John Keith Murray, formerly 
Professor of Agriculture at Queensland 
University, the able Administrator of 
the now combined Mandate and Terri- 
tory and head of the Provisional Gov- 
ernment, has his hands full. The com- 
plainees are many or almost everyone 
who looks upon the natives as an easy 
way of getting cheap labor on an almost 
slave basis. 

The indentured system, the darling of 
the planters, is now being revised, as 
well as the penalties for leaving em- 
ployment. They are fined instead of im- 
prisoned. Prior to the war, 50,000 na- 
tives were indentured for a period of 
two years to (peir European Tapatas 
(masters). Now the problems of a self- 
supporting native economy, the need for 
them to grow, plant and create a full- 
basis fcr their own future independence, 
is the crux of the rivalry between the 
white economy and the absolute needs 
of the natives. Some would say that both 
economies intertwine and are dependent 
on each other. But if the natives can 
be taught to grow coffee, rubber, copra 
and cocoa for exploitation, they cer- 
tainly can grow, as Col. Murray stated, 
the conditions for a better life, self- 
government, and without the absolute 
intrusion of a white over-lord economy. 

Gold, and now oil, if it is ever found, 
is the glittering goad of cheap labor. 
Wages of six shillings, prior te the war, 
have now given way to fifteen shillings 
a month. In some instances, it is higher. 
At Madang, the natives refused to work 
a ship unless they were paid the scale 
intoperation at Port Moresby. 





Even if the “old government con 
back,” as the natives express it, th 
needs have become greater because 
the havoc created by the war. Tl 
have at this juncture become conscid 
of certain cultural values of the whi 
Money is one. When you offer to 





2 cultural pattern or presume to 
trousers on them, trousers have poc# 
jingles. Of course, 
tourists, when they come, will bring 
sorts of goodies—but not fer the 
The firm. of Burns fF 
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to create a_ holiday paradise: 
usually happens is that it 
paradise for business profits. 
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HE decontamination of Germany 
T: as tedious a task as it is neces- 
mt sary. But immunization from the 
wai infection of Nazism should neither be 
he id a purge, based _ on retribution, nor 
on to should it be a series of acts of uncondi- 
Half tional reprieves and formal appeasement, 
togeth Neither will make peaceful democrats 
cism {4 out of one-time Hitler admirers. Denazi- 
1 biti fication, if it is to be conducive to the 
he publ development of a healthy Germany, must 
diet be a slow and steady process of purifi- 
; cation aiming at organic cure and at 
OW tM prevention. If the Germans are to be 
ng or rehabilitated, Nazism must first be 










wiped out as’ an organizational struc- 
ture. Despite official assertions that we 
have shattered the Nazi grip by re- 
movals and debarments, we have only 
Joosened it and transformed an acute 
, sugges ailment into a latent one. The principal 
pions reason for our unsuccess was probably 
d-bai our inability to sift and segregate with 
adequate knowledge. Moreover, first we 
overestimated: the resistance of Nazism 
as an ideological disease, and now 
we underrate it as a social mechanism. 
General Clay’s recent insistance on effi- 
cient and thorough self-denazification of 
their country by the Germans, however, 


for su 
In effe 
and wef 
ended j 
d, one 


ommend 
ox Pressi 
war- 

recogni 
wards, 
it dem 


ome, he 

= ta offers renewed hope. 

word. B During the first year after VE-Day, 
nterests denazification in the American zone was 
nd well the responsibility of the US Army. Re- 
ty could movals from office were handled by the 
ities f various Military Government sections, 
the Sov Physicians were the concern of the MG 


ents to Health Officer, policemen that of the 
Public Safety chief. “Screening” was 
normally undertaken by the MG Special 
Branch sections on the basis of ques- 
tionnaires filled out by the Germans. 
Arrests and cases involving the security 
td of our forces were mainly in the domain 
TQOM of Counter-Intelligence Corps (CIC). 
Such services as the Secret Intelligence 
and Counter-Espionage branches of OSS, 
the War Crimes Detachments, the G-2 


ment Con sections of occupation units and Pris- 
ess it, oners of War Interrogation Teams serv- 
becaust | ing with the field formations assisted. 
wats While the job was a gigantic one, it 
ne consi was greatly simplified by the many, 
f the whi neatly-kept Nazi files which almost in- 
fer to variably fell into our hands, often in 
sume to duplicate editions. 

have poc 

course, Basic Law No..8 and the Joint Chiefs 
wil! bring of Staff Directive 1067 were the guiding 
for the lines. Until spring 1946 we tried hard 


to clean house according to the rigid 
blueprint. The book prescribed that 
from certain ranks in the many Nazi 
Organizations upward, members were 
subject to automatic arrest, statutory 
4 Temoval from posts, unfit for employ- 

Ment, or treated as discretionary border 
cases. Unfortunately, rank rather than 
function in the Nazi organization 
machines was the criterion in our pro- 
cedure. Besides, our method in no way 
dealt with ideological Nazis who for some 
Teason were not formally members of 
Third Reich organizations. 


; | ” 


MG personnel fell often into one of 
two categories. The first was so inter- 
ested in the political house-cleaning task 
that they almost neglected their mission 
to bring order into the chaos. The 
Second was so eager to have their towns 
Tun smoothly that they were not espe- 
tially concerned. whether their German 
Municipal engineer was an SS captain 
or not. The minority of MG personnel 
which spoke German or knew Germany 
ften lacked technical knowledge. The 
Majority had been civil affairs admin- 
istrators in the States, knew how to 
Set streetcars and power plants going. 
Among both groups there were exceed- 
ingly few who had the detailed knowl- 
edge of Nazism as a system, which one 
it becd Must have if one is to decide whether 
fits. the town hall janitor, an ex-SS sergeant, 
is a diehard Hitlerite or a harmless, 
heel-clicking fool.’ An outstanding case 
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SDECE: 7, 1946 


By S.J, Rundt 


is the one of a lawyer liberated from 
a concentration camp—where he had 
served time because, under Hitler, he 
had publicly claimed that his Nazi Party 
number was below No, 100,000, entitling 
him to the “golden badge,” although ia 
reality it was way above one million. 


The many Blockleiter and Zelleiter 
remained invisible to MG. They held 
no civil service jobs and applied for 
none. Higher up, the Kreisleiter was 
arrested by CIC, but his Organisations- 


come a Nazi Party member to keep his 


job. “Had he joined one month later,. 
after May 1, 1937, he could ‘have been . 


the most rabid Nazi but-would not have 
been discharged. The book specified that 
arbitrary date for segregation purposes 
between the “real” and “forced” Nazis. 


A mass raid in March of this year, 
covering 200 towns, yielded only 1,000 
Germans held to be “potential plotters.” 

Early this year we handed most of the 
business of denazification over to the 





we 
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Leiter or chief organizer was unknown 
as an existing entity. Nobody had time 
to bother with the “small fry.” CIC for 
Munich and vicinity was a detachment 
of less than thirty men—there were more 
than 3,000 Blockleiter in Greater Munich, 
not to mention their 9,000 women, wel- 
fare and Labor Front assistants of 
whom nobody knew. 


Hundreds of MG officers made a 
valiant attempt and many did an ex- 
cellent job against overwhelming odds. 
But our method was mostly bureaucratic, 
widely inconsistent, frequently arbitrary 
and largely unjust. Our inflexible ad- 
herence to the book caused much sense- 
less hardship and failed to accomplish 
the desired task. We were unduly severe 
as well as dangerous lenient. 


* * * 


Tue daughter of Hans Frank, the 
“Butcher of Poland” hanged at Nurem- 
berg, worked as a secretary for Amer- 
ican military authorities at Bad Wies- 
see; Herr Heinz Cramer, formerly head 
of the New York bureau of the DNB 
Nazi news agency, assisted a US 
Public Relations Officer; Herr Schreiber, 
director-general of the Bavaria Film 
monopoly, champion amateur magician 
of. Germany and non-Nazi because he 
traveled abroad for the. SD, . taught 
parlor tricks to high-placed Americans. 
It was the era of curvacious, English- 
speaking receptionists, some of them 
graduates of such German intelligence 
agencies as the “Seehaus” shortwave 
monitoring service. The results of the 
period have not as yet been overcome 
nor has a new era. arrived in all locali- 
ties of our zone. 


On the other hand, a woman who 
cleaned toilets at a German city hall 
lost her job because she had contributed 
1 Reichsmark a month to the SS élite 
guard. Municipal employment for her 
was not according to the book—nor 
could she have started “a similar pri- 
vate enterprise of her own.” A truck- 
driver of a county administration was 
fired. In April of 1987 he had to be- 


Germans. “They know their own,” we 
held. A German anti-Nazi put it dif- 
ferently: “You installed a goat to watch 
the garden patch,” he said bitterly,- We 
were too much in a hurry. But ulti- 
mately this development was unavoid- 
able because we lacked an adequate 
machinery; we had not fully prepared 
for victory. New denazification rules 
were set down. In some localities it 
was hard to find Germans who would 
serve on local tribunals. They were 
scared to be taken for “collaborators” 
by their neighbors. In other places the 
droves of volunteers who applied gave 
rise to at least mild suspicion. 


German denazification tribunals in our 
zone are composed of one judge, ten 
jurors, one prosecutor and clerks, none 
of them necessarily trained or experi- 
enced in law. More than 400 such boards 
are now functioning in our zone, super- 
vised by a rapidly thinning staff of the 
MG Special Branch sections. They may 
impose sentences up to ten years of 
hard labor which they most rarely do, 
may confiscate property which they also 
rarely do, may impose fines and curtail 
civic rights. The very worst cdses may 
come before American courts-martial— 
“just a few hundred,” according to offi- 
cial expectations. : 


The local German Spruchkammern or 


trail boards are as good or as bad as ° 


the men and women who compose them. 
In practice, many are at best luke-warm 
and half-hearted, at worst openly defiant 
and samelessly impudent. As only sev- 
eral thousand persons are involved, it 
should be possible, however, to make the 
system work satisfactorily. 

7 * * 


On October 13, denazification prin- 
ciples were unified for all four zones of 
Germany by decision of the Allied Con- 
trol Council in Berlin. In essence, the 
American zone directives were coded 
and adopted. Throughout Germany the 
five classifications of the population will 
be the same: major offenders; mili- 
tarists, profiteers and activists; lesser 


Denazification: Past. Present, Future 
An Analysis of What Has Been Done and a Long-Range Plan 
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offender; followers and those exonerated, 
Pending investigation, those charged 
will be considered guilty until. proven 
otherwise. Procedure and verdicts in the 
four zones will, however, differ widely. 
Despite unification, the Inter-Allied 
agreement does not provide for one type 
of tribunal for all zones. The four- 
power directive will leave full discre- 
tion to the Allied governors. One ad- 
vantage of the unification will be that 
the Russian-controlled press will no 
longer be able to assail methods in the 
Western zones which in every respect 
were more thorough than those in the 
Soviet compartment of Germany.’ 

American denazification efforts in the 
past and those prescribed by us for the 
future usually do not succeed in ex- 
propriating the former beneficiaries of 
the Hitler regime to the exent ‘where 
they no longer are the economically 
privileged Germans due to the spoils 
they have amassed while in office. Thus 
they do not deprive the one-time Nazi 
functionaries of socially preeminent 
standing. sf 


The Zelleiter still occupies the best, 
un-blitzed one-family house in his sec- 
tion, and he still owns surplus clothing 
from the time he received gifts from 
favor-seekers. Above all, in most cases, 
he has 50,000 Marks in cash. While his 
bank account has been impounded by 
MG, this is enough to live comfortably 
on for at least five years—even at black 
market prices. He also has connections, 
The one-time Nazi Millers Guild Master 
will help him out with flour, the ex- 
Peasant Leader will help him out with 
other victuals. He is infinitely better 
off than the vast majority of Germans. 

The future fate of an average ex- 
Nazi functionary will depend mainly on 
where he lives. In the American zone, 
he may not fare too badly. Officially 
we have not interfered with internal 
German factionalism, but practically we 
have helped a good deal to place into 
the saddle in many administrations the 
most Nazi-infested elements. In the 
French zone, conditions are somewhat 
similar to those in ours. The British 
officially back the Social Democrats, but 
in social and economic matters often 
deal with the set to which Schacht and 
von Papen belonged. In due time, how- 
ever, the ex-Nazi might find things 
toughest in the British zone, ‘where 
War Office Counter-Intelligence and in- 
specting trade union visitors keep a 
deft hand on the political pulse. In the 
British-occupied Ruhr, the old Block- 
leiter will not forever keep in his wife’s 
name the small restaurant he “bought” 
from a non-Aryan who can no longer 
claim it. But it will take a while until 
they get around to him. 

In the Soviet zone the future is all 
cut out for what'is invariably known 
there as a “nominal” Nazi. He takes 
a six-weeks’ “reorientation course,” is 
passed on by an “intra-party committee” 
and jojps the “State Party,” the Com- 
munist-directed, Red Army-promoted Se- 
cialist Unity Party, or SED. In Saxony 
and in Thuringia (the old Nazi strong- 
hold), a structure has risen which is devil- 
ishly similar to Hitler’s pyramids. The old 
Blockleiter becomes a Block-Vertrauens- 
mann, a “peoples’ delegate.” The Nazi 
Labor Front Wart becomes a “Free” 
German Trade Union representative. 
The Hitler Jugend leader has what is 
officially called a “change of heart” and 
joins the “Free” German Youth Move- 
ment. All these formerly “nominal” 
Nazis of the “right” kind report, of 
course, henceforth to the MVD (re- 
organized NKVD) instead of to the 
Gestapo. 


* * * 


Bor while in the East the Nazis sub- 
merge themselves in the Communist 
€Continued on Page Eighteen) 









Proposed Roads to Zion 
Hysteria Has Made a Complex Problem Even More Difficult 


SITUATION has now developed be- 
A tween two traditionally friendly 
peoples which can be described 
as hysterical. The global struggle—still 
more a war of propaganda than a war 
in the physical sense — between the 
British and the Jews is unnatural. 
Neither side is happy about it, and 
neither side seems to have found the 
formula for breaking the deadlock which 
would substitute calm discussion for 
charges and counter-charges. 

The recent slaughter of one-third of 
the Jewish population of the world, the 
unbearable position of the remnants in 
Europe, are only the latest chapter in 
the story of the Jews, The Jewish prob- 
lem, especially in relation to Palestine, 
is very complicated. The ordinary Gen- 
tile, who is only casually acquainted 
with the Jews of his particular cricle 
of country, will be bound to come across 
many baffling phenomena, 

Any Gentile who has 
European and American Jews will be 


known only 


amazed to discover that in Palestine 
there are other Jews who are among the 
best farmers and colonizers in the world, 
though they are among the poorest 
diplomats. It is not easy to have the 
picture of a Montague in one’s mind 
and to think at the same time of a 
passionate desire to maintain Jewish 


national existence and of a passionate 
love for the soil of one’s ancestors. Nor 
is it easy to think of Jewish leaders as 
poor negotiators when one is wont to 
connect the concept of a Jew with the 


names of Disraeli, Reading and Samuel. 


Unit the modern era, 


nearly all 


Jews were orthodox and _ considered 
themselves to be a nation-in-exile whom 
God, in His own good time, would bring 
back to the Holy Land. With the advent 
of the modern era came the fragmenta- 
tion of the old Jewish way of life and 
the assimilation of the Jews to Euro- 
pean civilization. In Western Europe, 
most Jews became so like their non- 
Jewish neighbors that they could no 


considered a separate na- 
cultural-ethnie 


longer be 
tionality even in the 
sense. In Eastern Europe, most Jews— 
whether they held to the ways of their 


BEVIN 
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for England 





fathers or embraced modern ways and 
ideas—were still Jews by more than 
mere religious affiliation or descent. 
Most Jews in Eastern Europe always 
sought to maintain some form of Jewish 
culture — some in Hebrew, others in 
Yiddish, some as a national minority in 
the countries where Jews lived, others 
in Palestine. 


As a movement for gradual coloni- 
zation in Palestine, modern Zionism be- 
gun in Eastern Europe in 1880. In 1896, 
a West-European Jew, Theodore Herzl, 
evolved the theory that the tota] absorp- 
tion of the Jewish people in their non- 
Jewish environment was made impos- 
sible by incurable anti-Semitism, and 
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that the only remedy was a Jewish 
state. (Herzl was not the only pro- 
ponent of this theory, but he was the 
most prominent.) Although Herzl was 
a man without Jewish education and 
without cultural Jewish loyalties, he 
soon became the leader of large masses 
of East-European Jews and founded the 
World Zionist Organization. 

This there are two forces which com- 
bine to drive Jews to Palestine: the sen- 
timental and historic force, and the de- 
sire to rescue Jews from anti-Semitism. 
There were always Jews who were op- 
Some do not think 
the preservation of the historic entity 


posed to Zionism. 


known as the Jewish people is worth 


When in 1939 the British White Paper 
sought to stop the further growth of the 
Jewish Homeland, the Homeland was al- 
ready too far developed to be stopped. 
The Jewish tragedy in Europe made the 
pressure of Zionism still grater. The 
result was a clash between the Jews in 
and outside Palestine who sought to 
bring in their brethren and to expand 
their Homeland and the British who had 
decided upon a new policy. 


* * - 


Topay one associates Zionism with a 
demand for the immediate creation of a 
Jewish State in Palestine or at least in 


an adequate part of Palestine. Before 











tional homeland in Canada, but they do 
not have a state of their own, though 
many of them would prefer to have one, 
The same may be said of the Boers jn 
South Africa or the Flemings in Bel. 
gium. 

The Jews in Palestine have a strong 
national feeling and will not allow them. 
selves to be merged organically with 
their neighbors. To that extent, they 
have what they want. No one is forcing 
the Jews in Palestine to give up their 
Hebrew speech, their own system of 
schools or any of the forms of their 
peculiar national life in Palestine. 


But the Jews in Palestine, together 
with most Jews outside feel an intense 
need to bring into Palestine all the Jews 
who may wish to go there. In this 
respect there is no analogy between the 
Palestine Jews and the French-Canad- 
ians, or the Boers, or the Flemings, or 
the Welsh. This aspect of the Palestine 
problem is unique. It is also basic. It 
is not enough, however, to bring in Jews, 
Conditions must be created in the coun. 
try to enable the immigrants to settle 
on the land and to make a living 

As of the present, the highest body 
of the Zionist movement, the Executive 
of the Jewish Agency, has taken the view 
that the best and quickest way to attain 
that object is to demand a viable Jewish 
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the effort. Others do not think Zionism 
is the best way of attaining that object. 
Still others have too much faith in the 
progress of mankind to accept the thesis 
that anti-Semitism is incurable. 
Today there is still opposition to Zion- 
ism among Jews, but the non-Zionists 
are in a minority. Whatever one may 
think 6f the ultimate future, in Europe, 
for the present, the thesis of Herzl seems 
to apply. Most Jews today accept that 
thesis for Europe. Most Jews in Amer- 
ica today would be shocked at the very 
suggestion ‘that they or their descend- 
ants in’ this country would eventually 
have to settle in Palestine out of neces- 
sity. But for practical purposes, most 
European Jews, including those in 
the DP camps, think of anti-Semitism as 
incurablé, at least within the near future, 
and of Palestine as their only salvation. 
The appeal of Zionism to Jews and 
to non-Jewish sympathizers has been 
strengthened by the development of 
Palestine in the past quarter of a cen- 
tury. Under the protection of the Brit- 
ish Mandate with its pledge to facilitate 
the establishment of a Jewish Homeland 
in Palestine by the prestige of the recog- 
nition given to Zionism by the British 
Government, Jewish settlements thrived 
and the Jews accomplished wonders in 
colonization. Both the sentimental and 
the utilitarian appeals of Zionism were 
strengthened by Jewish investments in 
Palestine of money, manpower, sweat 
and blood and by Jewish achievements. 


1939 most Zionists did not insist on a 
State. They were content with the: con- 
stant flow of Jewish immigrants, with 
the continuous new acquisitions of land 
and with the growth of internal Jewish 
national self-government without worry- 
ing about the trappings of a sorvereign 
state. What political form Palestine 
would eventually assume — whether a 
Jewish State, or a British Dominion 
with a Jewish predominance, or a bi- 
national Jewish-Arab state—that they 
were content to leave to the future. Only 
a minority’ before 1939, the Zionists 
Revisionists (who for many years were 
not members of the: Zionist- Organiza- 
tion) insisted on a Jewish State. 


After the promulgation of the White 
Paper of 1939 Zionists despaired of fur- 
ther expansion of the Homeland under 
British tutelage and the result was an 
increased demand for a State. The Euro- 
pean tragedy convinced the Zionists that 
had there been a small Jewish State 
in Palestine such as the Royal Commis- 
sion under Lord Peel proposed in 1937, 
hundreds of thousands of Jews would 
have been saved from Hitler’s gas cham- 
bers. Thus there has been a rapid change 
of opinion among the Zionists within the 
last few years. 


7 * * 
A STATE is the simplest expression 


of a national homeland. There are oth- 
ers. The’ Frénch-Canadians have a na- 


state in an adequate area of Palestine. 
That is, they are willing to forego the 
Zionist claim to all of Palestine for the 
price of immediate authority to control 
the immigration and the economy of # 
part of~Palestine, provided that part is 
“adequate” and “viable.” The coming 
Zionist Congress may repudiate the 
Executive. But that-is how matters 


stand as of today. The executive thinks 


it is a plan most likely to be accepted. 

What is meant by. “viable and ade 
quate?” Specifically, it means that the 
largest number of Jews and of Jewish 
settlements already in Palestine and the 
largest area of uninhabited land still 
available for colonization should be it 
cluded in the Jewish area. The boul 
daries must be such as to enable the 
Jews to develop their own conomy, i* 
cluding an irrigation system as an alte™ 
native to the Jordan Valley Authority 
Incidentally, such a division of Palestiné 
would leave the largest number of Arabé 
in the country outside of the area of the 


Jewish State. 
- * ~ 


A partiTIon of a small country like 
Palestine is hardly an ideal solution: I 
may be the best solution under the 


cumstances, provided the boundaries ae 


such as to satisfy the needs mention 
above, but it has its very definite &® 
advantzges. The Jewish State would § 
have a substantial Arab minority (at! 
(Continued on Page Nineteen) 
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The Confession of Sergei 
A Study of Artistic Servitude 


HERE is the story — probably 
(T svecrsoba — about Abbé Sieyes, 

member of the Directory. When 
asked what his greatest accomplishment 
had been during the French Revolution, 
he replied baldly: “I survived.” The 
same may be said about many of the 
Jeading lights of contemporary Soviet 
culture—the Shostakoviches, the Ehren- 
pourgs, the Akhmatovas, the Zostchen- 
kos, the Eisensteins. They survived. 


The lot of artists under a_totali- 
tarian dictatorship is not a happy one. 
They are the servants of a police state. 
They are not merely artists in uniform, 
but artists in strait-jackets. To survive, 
they must obsequiously conform to an 
ever-changing party line. And woe to 
those who fail to toe that line. 

In a despatch from Moscow to the New 
York Times, November 23, Drew Middle- 
ton quotes from an article in Pravda 
written by Konstantin M. Simonov, au- 
thor of Days and Nights, who had re- 





EISENSTEIN 
The Lot of the Artist in USSR Is 
Not a Happy One 


cently returned from the United States. 


“Speaking of the theatre, Mr. Simonov 
declared that ‘a playwright must be a 
politician’ and that producer and actor 
must be politicians of the same stature. 
The appointment of a group of aetors 
for a Soviet play ‘is a political question 
for the producer’ and ‘how the hero must 
be played in a Soviet play is a political 
question for the actor.’” 


In short, you can’t play Hamlet unless 
you can convey politically that what is 
“rotten in Denmark” is all due to that 
country’s alliance with the pluto-demo- 
ttatic Western bloc in the United Na- 
tions. 


Sycophancy is the order of the day in’ 


Stalindom. Servility ‘and subservience 
to the Soviet State. 


We recall the literary soirees, the 
“vecherinkas,” in Moscow in the early 
1930s. The art discussions in those days. 
We remember many of the participant?. 
The famous regisseur, Vsevolod Meyer- 
holdt, founder of the Meyerholdt Thea- 
ter; the eminent critic, A. Voronsky; the 
beilliant journalist, Kar] Radek; the dra- 
Matist, Sergei Tretiakov, author of Roar 
China; the editor of the Novy Mir, Ivan 
Gronsky: the novelist, Boris Pilynak; the 
ditector of the Kamerny Theater, Tairov. 
All of them, and scores of others—names 
Well-known at home and abroad—have 
since perished in the purges. “Higeifet 
td” is the official term. : 


Te WA Fa 


W:: are in receipt of an amazing, al- 
beit poignantly tragic, human document 
from Moscow. It is the “confession” of 
Sergei Eisenstein, the world-renowned 
Soviet cinema director, as published in 
a recent issue of the Moscow Culture 
and Life. 

Eisenstein is, indisputably, one of the 
foremost pioneers in cinematography. 
His Potemkin and Ten Days That Shook 
the World were motion picture master- 
pieces which gained him world acclaim. 
Born 48 years ago, the son of a ship- 
builder, Sergei Mikhailovich Eisenstein 


‘became interested in the theater early 


in his life. During the Russian Civil 
War, according to official biographers, 
Eisenstein organized theatrical perform- 
ances for the Red Army. He studied for 
a while under Meyerholdt before he de- 
cided that his medium was the cinema. 

The Soviet director is well-remembered 
in Hollywood circles. In -1930, he was 
“imported” by Paramount—at $3,000 a 
week—to direct Theodore Dreiser’s An 
American Tragedy. For several months, 
he and his American producers bickered 
over the scenario and, finally, the project 
was abandoned. 

Meanwhile, Eisenstein became _ inter- 
ested in doing a film on Mexico. Upton 
Sinclair raised the money to finance it. 
But before the movie was completed, the 
Soviet authorities became suspicious of 
Eisenstein’s protracted absence from the 
country and ordered his immediate re- 
turn. Upton Sinclair was left holding 
the bag. 


“MEA CULPA” 


OLLOWING is the complete text 
Fk Eisenstein’s mea culpa, which 

appeared as a letter to the editors 
of Culture and Life: 

“It is difficult to imagine a sentry who 
gets so lost in contemplation of the stars 
that he forgets his post. It is difficult 
to imagine a tankist eagerly reading an 
adventure novel while going into battle. 
It is difficult to believe there could be a 
foundryman who, instead of giving: all 
his attention to the mass of molten metal 
flowing. into prepared forms, turns aside 
from his work to. contemplate a pattern 
of his own phantasy. They would be a 
bad sentry, a bad tankist and a bad 
foundryman. Each would. be a. bad sol- 
dier. 

“In our Soviet Army and in our So- 
cialist production there are no bad sol- 
diers. 5 
“It is even: more difficult to realize 
that during the stern accounting. caused 
by demands of our Soviet reality such 
bad and unworthy soldiers were dis- 
covered in the front lines of literature 
and art. 


“Reading again and again the reso- 
lution of the Party Central. Committee 
about the film Great Life, I always linger 
on the question which is put forth: 
‘What can explain the numerous cases 
of production of false and mistaken 
films? Why did such known Soviet di- 
rectors as Comrades Loukov, Eisenstein 
Pudovkin, Kozintsev and Trauberg cre- 
ate failures while in the past they have 
created films of high art value?’ 

“I cannot let the question go un- 
answered. First of all we failed because 
at a critical moment in our work we 
artists, forget for a time, those great 
ideas. opr, art, is. symmaned, to serve. 





Eisenstein 


is the well-known writer and political analyst. 





By I. D. W. Talmadge 
He is the 


editor of the widely discussed volume, Whose Revolution? 


Upon his return to Russia, Eisenstein 
was in official disfavor for a long time. 
To his friends in Moscow, he became 
known as the “Amerikanetz” because of 
his unconcealed admiration for this coun- 
try. He would jestingly refer to his 
Hollywood colleagues as “those exploited 
proletarians who toiled for a hundred 
thousand dollars a year.” It was known 
that he wanted to re-visit the United 
States but was denied permission by the 
Soviet Government. 

Four of Ejisenstein’s pictures, there- 
after, were successively banned by Sta- 
lin’s censors. Then, in 1938, he produced 
Alexander Nevsky which won official ap- 
proval. In his review in the Nation, 
Franz Hoellering declared that this pic- 
ture proved that Eisenstein had been 
“subordinated to the orders of the mono- 
lithic state.” 

But apparently Eisenstein has not 


learned how to please his masters con-, 


sistently. For he has recently been 
given a severe going-over by the Party 
Central Committee for his newest films 
Great Life and Ivan the Terrible. 

And this. brings us to Eisenstein’s 
“confession” in Culture and Life. One 
reads it with mixed feeling of pity and 
disgust—pity for a great talent who to 
save his skin stoops to such debasement 
and disgust for a system that exacts it. 

Eisenstein’s “guilt” was in portraying 
Ivan the Terrible as the tyrant that he 
was. This is contrary to the present 
party line of glorifying Russia’s national 
heroes, including Tzar Ivan. For if Ivan 


Some of us forgot the incessant struggle 
against our Soviet ideals and ideology 
which goes on in the whole world. We 
lost for a time comprehension of the 
honorable, militant, educational task 
which lies on our art during the years 
of hard work to construct the Com- 
munist society in which all our people 
are involved. 

“The Central Committee justly pointed 
out to us that the Soviet artist cannot 


treat his duties in a light-minded. and | 


irresponsible way. Workers of the cinema 
should. study deeply whatever they 
undertake. Our chief mistake is that 
we did not fulfill these demands in our 
creative work. a 


“Like. a.bad sentry we gaped at the 


unessential, and. secondary, things, for- 
getting the main things, and so abandon- 
ing our post. We forgot that the main 


thing in art is its ideological content and , 


historical truth. Like a. bad foundryman, 
we lightmindedly allowed the precious 
stream of creation to be poured out over 
sand and become dispcrsed in private, 
unessential sidelines. This brought us 
to vices and mistakes in our creations. 

“A stern and timely warning of the 
Central Committee stopped us Soviet 
artists from further movement along 
this dangerous and fatal way whieh 
leads towards empty and non-ideolog- 
ical art for art’s sake and towards 
creative degradation. 

“The resolution of the Central Com- 
mittee reminds us with new force that 
Soviet art has been given one of the 
most honorable ‘places in the decisive 
struggle of ideology of our country 
against the seductive ideology of the 
bourgeois world. Everything we do 
must be subordinated to tasks of this 
struggle. . 

“In the ‘second. part of Ivan, the Ter, 






was a tyrant then the spectator might 
assume (perish the thought!) that Stalin 
is a tyrant. 

“Is it hot so,” Eisepstein writes, “that 
the center of our attention is and must 
be Ivan the builder, Ivan the creator of * 
a new, powerful, united Russian power, 
Ivan the inexorable destroyer of every- 
thing that resisted his progressive wn- 
dertakings?” Substitute “Stalin” for 
“Ivan,” and you get the point. 

“The sense of historica] truth betrayed 
me,” Eisenstein confesses. Indeed it did. 
He had dared to imply, he admits, that 
the eprichniki (Ivan’s notorious gang of 
cut-throats) were not “progressive (sic) 
life guards.” Consequently, “the Central 
Committee justly condemned this rough 
misrepresentation of fact.” (Here again 
substitute “NKVD” for “oprichniki’”) 

3ut here is the prize paragraph. “We 
must master the Lenin-Stalin method of 
perception of real life and history (!) 
to such a full and deep extent as to be 
able to overcome all remnants or sur- 
vivals of former notions which, although 
they have been banished from our con- 
sciousness a long time, are obstinately 
and maliciously attempting to infiltrate 
into our works as soon as our creative 
viligance is weakened even for only a 
single moment.” The doings. no doubt, 
of Kremlin gremlins. 

“This,” Eisenstein adds, “is a guar- 
antee that in the nearest future our 
cinematography will again create highly 
ideological artistic films worthy of the 
Stalin epoch.” 


SOVIET VERSION 


rible we committed a misrepresentation 
of. historical facts which made the film 
worthless and vicious in an ideological 
sense. 

“We know Ivan the Terrible as a man 
with a strong will and firm character. 
Does that exclude from the characteri- 
zation of this Tzar the possibility of the 
existence of certain doubts? It is difficult 
to think that a man who did such un- 
heard-of and unprecedented things in his 
time never thought over the choice of | 
means or never had doubts about how to 
act at one time or aonther. But could 
it be that these possible doubts over- 
shadowed the historical role of historical | 
Ivan as it was shown in the film? Could 
it be that the essence of this powerful 
16th Century figure lies in these doubts _ 
and not in his uncompromising fight 
against them or unending success of his 
state activity? Is it not so that the 
center of our attention is and must be 
Ivan the. bailder, Ivan the creator of 
a new, powerful, united. Russian power, 
Ivan the inexorable destroyer of every- - 
thing that resisted his progressive under- _ 
takings? 

“The sense of historical truth icivtwall 
me in the second part of Ivan the Ter- 
vible. The private, unimportant and non- 
characteristic shut out the principal. The 
play of doubts crept out to the front line 
and the wilful character of the Tzar and 
his historically progressive role slipped 
out of the field of attention. The result 
was that a false and mistaken impression 
was created about the image of Ivan. 
The resolution of the Central Commit- 
tee accusing me of a wrong presentation 
which disfigures historical truth says 
that in the film Ivan_ is presented as 
(Continued on Page Fourteen) _ 








Self-Hate as Patriotism 
Review by LEON DENNEN 


THIEVES IN THE NIGHT. By Arthur Koestler. 


1946. 357 pages. $2.75. 


The Macmillan Co. Now York. 


¥ 


ELF-HATRED, says the protagonist in Thieves in the Night, “is the Jew’s ‘patrio- 
S tism.” Self-hatred, too, overbearing, soul-scorching, is the mood that obsesses 


Arthur Koestler’s latest novel. 


writers of this generation, all he has been able to “create’ 


Undoubtedly one of the most vital and erudite 


’ 


in this brutal dnatysis of 


himself as a Jew is a tract with a “conversion” finale—a tract in which the Commissar, 
now turned shrill muzzein, proclaims the true, absolute faith from his own particular 


minaret. 


Thieves in the Night is ostensibly a.novel of men and women caught in the midst 


of the violent conflicting forces of our day. 


It is, however, a novel only in a very limited 


sense and at that remniscent of the literary productions of our sterile Prolet-Cult era 
in the 30’s. Actually it is Mr. Koestler’s own version of the Jew’s elemental drang nach 
Palestine, a work of journalism, dazzling in some of its flashes of brilliance, but not 


too deep or very convincing. 


Joseph, the son of a Jewish artist and an aristocratic English mother, had never 
_ thought of himself as Jew until his love was rejected by an anti-Semitic woman who 
had discovered on his naked body the sign of the covenant. Hurt and completely dis- 


illusioned, he decides to identify himself 
with the race of his father and to join 
a group of young Jews about to found 
a new agricultural commune in Palestine. 


“Perhaps this whole idea of the Re- 
turn,” says Joseph, Mr. Koestler’s alter 
ego, early in the book, “is a romantic 
stunt. If I am killed by the Arabs I 
shall not even know whether I die in a 
tragedy or in a farce. We shall have to 
think this out, if there is time left.” 
Imagine the early Zionist pioneer, who 
in the misery and squalor of his ghetto 
had been dreaming his great dream of 
a Jewish Homeland, or the young Polish 
Jew, the lone survivor of one of Hitler’s 
crematoria, indulging in such sad 
thoughts upon reaching the Promised 
Land. After all, it is they rather than 





ARTHUR KOESTLER 
Dazzling But Not to Deep 


the Josephs who are the symbol of the 
new Jewish Palestine. But it was in- 
evitable that Arthur Koestler, a Jewish 
intellectual reared in Central Europe 
(where almost every “educated” or 
upper middle-clas Jew is either baptized 
or a Zionist), who believes that the Jews 
“are a people with a history but no 
background,” should have made _ this 
half-Jewish half-English intellectual his 
mouthpiece. It was inevitable, too, that 
Joseph who is after all a rejected 
Englishman in search of a new creed, 
compensation for his frustration, should 
become more Jewish than the ex-ghetto 
Jew who has never ceased to be one, 
more nationalist than Glickstein, the 
Socialist representative of the Jewish 
Agency, whom Koestler may despise but 
who is nevertheless the rock om which 
modern Jewish Palestine rests. Joseph’s 
final step is a natural one: he embraces 
the creed of terrorism ostensibly as the 
only solution of the Jewish “problem.” 
Actually it is revenge that he is seeking 
and through terrorism the weakhitig may 
yet become the hero and avenge his hurt. 


I am not passing judgment on the 
young Jewish terrorists’ of Palestine. 
While in Palestine I met with many of 
them, including their leaders, and some 
I even admired. I disagreed with their 
methods while admitting that they had 
a case and fought in a just cause. But 
there is profound difference between, let 
us say, a Ben Hecht who, to atone for 
his anti-Semitic novel A Jew in Love, 
turns to a blind, irrational nationalism 
and his young spiritual guide and 
mentor. The latter is the son of a rabbi 
and was brought up in Palestine. He is 
the flesh-of Jewish flesh, has never for- 
saken the creed, loves the Jew with a 





profound love, suffers with him and for 
him and, regardless of his personal 
ambitions, fights with the only methods 
that he believes will bring the Jew salva- 
tion. Koestler of all people ought to 
understand that the motive is important. 
The motive of the young refugee from 
Dachau who had finally reached Pal- 
estine and what he thought was free- 
dom only to find a new slavery, a new 
brutality, is separated by an impassable 
gulf from the frenzied self-hatred of a 
Joseph or a Ben Hecht (or a Koestler) 
turned super-nationalist. 

The trouble with Thieves in the Night 
is that only Joseph does the thinking— 
and talking. The others, like minor stars 
in an opera who have but one aria to 
sing, deliver a long monologue apiece 
(to give expression to conflicting views) 
and disappear from the stage. But 
Joseph is doomed to remain the eternal 
stranger among his fellow-Jews, doubt 
forever gnawing at his vitals. “You love 
in abstractions,’ ‘Reuben the un- 
sophisticated Jew tells him. “You are 
engrossed in Judaism but don’t like the 
Jews. You love the idea of mankind but 
not the real man. You have lived with 
us for six years and still we are objects 
to you, not subjects.” 

Glickstein, the typical Socialist-Jew- 
ish-Agency bureaucrat, gets no oppor- 
tunity at all to present his case. He is 
deprived of even a single monologue. 
We know him only through the cogita- 
tions of Joseph who despises him be- 
cause (a) he is a moderate and (b) 
because, as I suspect, he is an East 
European Jew without proper table 
manners and hence offensive to the ex- 
English snob, 

Koestler does not like the East Eu- 
ropean Jew, the ghetto product, who 
despite all his bookish knowledge com- 
mits the great sin of serving sweet wine 
with meat. He despises the East Eu- 
ropean Jew despite the fact that it was 
his sweat, blood and toil that has created 
what there is of modern Jewish Pal- 
estine. The only heroine in Thieves in 
the Night- is Dina and she, character- 
istically enough, is the daughter of a 
Westernized liberal Jewish editor in 
Frankfurt-am-Main, no less. Dina 
epitomizes grace, western elegance. 
There are no traditional cobwebs about 


her, ‘On ‘the other hand, all the East — 


European women in. the, ‘agricultural 
commune, (all—almost. without any ex- 
ception!) are “plump,” “fat” with fleshy 
lips and -heavy-chested. 

“Sometimes,” says Joseph, “I think 
that the Dead Sea is the perfect symbol 
for us, It is the only big inland lake 
under sea level, stagnant, with no out- 
jet, much denser than normal water with 
its concentrated minerals and biting 
alkaloids; over-salted, over-spiced, 
saturated ...” 

Koestler, in his self-hatred, despises 
the over-salted, over-spiced Jew who 
represents tradition, In search of a 
creed, the rock of ages, he embraces the 
mystical cult of the “Hebrew” and 
rejects the living Jew. 

But as an expose of the trials and 
suffering of the Jews who seek to estab- 
lish a homeland in Palestine Thieves in 


\ the Night is as authentic as it is 


brilliantly written. 






Employment, Boredom, Catastrophe. Py 


Review by ASHER BRYNES 


MANIFESTO FOR THE ATOMIC AGE. By Virgil Jordan. 


Press. 1946. 70 pages. $1.50. 


goodby to the past with such vehemence that the present is also left behind, 
and we tumble into tomorrow. But then he turns around and traces the motion 
of history from this exalted point of view, so that it is pygsented like a ride on one of 
those Coney Island railways, only in reverse—the world coasted up and had to be draggeq 


Tex exhilarating thing about Dr. Jordan’s essay on the future is that he sayg 
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down, For the solid satisfactions of life, security, quiet, and peace, were always at the 
lower level where we touched earth and bought our tickets with real money. The pity 
of it is that the author likes this side of history so much that he only tells us what 
will be wrong about the future. He can’t find a single word of welcome for it. 


Dr. Jordan chooses the worst possible case among all the possibilities of things 


to come. 


“We may not be able to prevent scientists, artists, and philosophers from 


eliminating the rest of mankind,” he says in the middle of the book, which is arranged 


so that the first half prepares us for this gruesomeness, 


To begin with, he writes, 


“industry has already become a chemical or electronic laboratory process, a continuous 
confluence of atoms, molecules, and energy, involving less and less men, money, and 


machines,. 


. . (consequently) today no one can define with any confidence what a dollar 


is or what it will be worth ... dollars are now being made in laboratories . . . what they 


are or will be worth depends mainly on 
atoms, chemists, and governments, but 
hardly at all on land or labor.” 

Extend this irresistible development 
into the future and it becomes obvious 
that the rest of us, we who are neither 
politicians nor scientists, will have ab- 
solutely no work to do. We will be liv- 
ing for nothing. We will become bored 
to death. We will have to be entertained; 
if not we will surely grow restive and 
start bickering among the atomic fuel 
bins. Since the function of entertaining 
thé people must involve some systemat- 
ically organized effort, the task will 
inevitably fall to the only workers left 
in the workless world ahead—the intel- 
lectuals of the arts and sciences. How- 
ever, they have more serious things to 
be concerned with, from their special 
point of view. Sooner or later they are 
bound to sicken of putting on sideshows, 
petty wars, parades, and other ceremo- 
nials of communal unification. They may 
want to juggle with the theory of num- 
bers undisturbed. 


They just won’t need us in order to 
carry on. It is also possible that they 
may blow us up beforehand by making 
“some mistake in the position of a deci- 
mal point.” 


The second half of the book offers lit- 
tle to console us except a significant 
revelation of the degree to which Dr. 
Jordan’s gloomy prognostications are 
bound up with this utter faith in the 
classical economics of the last century. 
He simply assumes that all of us were 
once free enterprisers; that we received 
as much as we produced and got what 
we were willing to work for; that our 
labor and our leisure were linked to- 
gether because we, as individuals, chose 
where and how we would make a sacrifice 
of sweat for the sake of wealth. By this 
exchange of real toil for goods, our pro- 
duction acquired a real value, and at the 
same time each one of us controlled his 
destiny. That is proved by the fact that 
every dollar we earned was a solid piece 
of gold, a thing produced by an equiva- 
lent quantity of sweat and not just a 
printed number; it represented a unit of 
value and was a unit of labor simultane- 
ously. When we possessed such dollars, 


‘ we were both free and had our feet on 


the ground. 

But the substance of the dollar has now 
been extracted from it; it is a political 
poker chip. An immediate consequence 
of this is the appearance of the Full 
Employment Bill—a legislative proposal 
te which Dr. Jordan constantly refers as 
if it were already law. Such is the meas- 
ure of his pessimism. 

To Dr. Jordan the only relationship 
that can exist between the people and 
politicians, i.e., when businessmen have 
disappeared, is enslavement—a status 
from which the masses of mankind first 
escaped when they began to work for 
themselves in the middle of the 18th 
century, The moment the politicians 
again successfully asserted their power 
to meddle with mankind’s business about 
a generation ago, our freedom started 
to fade away. And suddenly last year, 
all that was left of it blew up. The iron 
law of (free) wages has been completely 
vaporized. On top of this, we have the 








possibility that everything else will ex. 
plode either in some casual or calculated 
catastrophe. 


> * * 


Yes, the 19th century is over, although 
“Uncle Joe, the global junkman,' may 
continue to steal second-hand or obsolete 
machinery, or trade his furs and caviar 
for it,” and thus remind us that’ he for 
one is “still forty years behind.” But, 
says the author, to our surprise, within 
a few pages of the end of the book, “the 
position of labor unions in Soviet Russia 
tells us all we need'to know about that 
aspect of freedom in the future.” Back 
ward economically and forward politi. 
cally? Can Dr. Jordan have been reading 
the works of Leon Trotsky, where this 
kind of thing is called a law of combined 
development? 


Here indeed is the hidden moral of the 
book. Precisely at the point where our 
author is least explicit, exactly where the 
consistency of his argument breaks down 
because of an assumption so fundamental 
in his thinking that he does not even 
state it, he demonstrates how tightly the 
dogmatic laissez-faire economist and the 
equally dogmatic Marxist are paired a3 
action and reaction, push and pull. To 
be sure, a State with no labor problems 
would have merely ceremonial labor 
unions, or more likely none at all. But 
why does what happens in Soviet Russia 
today have to happen in the future here? 
Or is Dr. Jordan unable to see the dif 
ference between ceremonials of compul- 
sion and cooperation? Indeed he cannot, 
And conscious social organization a)- 
pears to him forced. He insistently views 
man through the-spectacles of classical 
economic theory. 

At the close, Dr. Jordan quotes a fine 
passage from the speech (not “essay”) 
of Giovanni Pico della Mirandola (no 
“J. P. von Mirandola’”), who was & 
scholar and philosopher of the High 
Renaissance (not “one of the last mystics 
of the Middle Ages”). Its theme is the 
dignity of man, and the words that Pico 
put into the mouth of God and made Him 
speak to all humankind were, “I created 
thee a being neither heavenly nor earthly, 
neither mortal nor immortal only, that 
thou mightest be free to shape and over 
come thyself.” Dr. Jordan takes this 
mean—and he is helped by the poor 
translation he uses, apparently from # 
German version of the Latin original- 
that men should be let alone so that each 
by his solitary effort may achieve fre 
dom. But what if, as our author admits 
throughout, the means of freedom are at 
hand? Does it not then follow that met 
should join together rather than com 
pete against each other, so that they mJ 
enter into their inheritance? 

We would like to refer Dr. Jordan and 
other classical economists to a furtb 
quotation from Pico. “He who looks 
closely,” said the philosopher, Swill 30? 
that even the barbarians had intel 
gence, because they brushed aside 
formulas and looked into the caus © 
things human and divine.” ; 
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Review by LEON GOURE 
AFTER HITLER STALIN? By Robert Ingrim. Bruce Publishing Co. Milwaukee. 
1946. 255 pages. $3.00. 

HE title of Robert Ingrim’s book, “After Hitler Stalin?,” is misleading, for the 
T post-war political trends take up only the last quarter of it. The author has taken 

advantage of the otcasion to develop his theory on the causes of all the world woes. 
It is the purpose of his book to show that modern nationalism, “the offspring of the 
French Revolution, after murdering its twin brother, liberalism, and taking to its heart 
socialism, became the cause of the worst disaster in the history of mankind.” To show 
the development of modern nationalism the author begins with Charlemagne and traces 
{t on to Stalin’s policy of today. Ingrim, being of Austrian origin, Catholic, and favor- 
ing constitutional monarchies for al] countries with royal traditions, lists four European 
catastrophes: “the partition of the Carolingian Empire; the creation of national churches 
by the Reformation; the marriage of democracy and nationalism as effected by the 
French Revolution, and the fact that the strongest nation on the continent, Germany, 
was united by Prussia instead of Aus- 
tria.” / 





nations. Of the League of Nations the 
author has little to say and it is strange 
that he completely disregards the pres- 
ent attempts to organize world govern- 
ment based on the efforts of Wilson. 
Since the main subject of the book 
is modern nationalism, Mr. Ingrim com- 
pletely omits the social and economic 
factors behind the historic events he re- 


Ingrim violently criticizes every states- 
man and king from Charlemagne to Wil- 
son and Masaryk. The only ones to es- 
eape this verbal lashing are Ferdinand 
Francis and Emperor Charles of Austria. 
They, according to the author, had 
remained ifmmune to the “nationalistic 


Story of the U. S. O. 


Review by JOSEPH T. SHIPLEY 

HOME AWAY FROM HOME. By Julia 
M. H. Carson. Harper and Brothers. 
New York, 1946. Pages iv + 221. 
$2.50. 


Wirn forewords of appreciation from 
General Eisenhower and Admiral Nimitz, 
this book gives an over-all picture of 
the part played along the ways to and 
from the war by the U.S.O. It is sig- 
nificant to note that this service—in can- 
teen, in entertainment, in counsel; in aid 
for body and spirit, uplift for morale— 
was made possible by you and me, by 
all the citizens personally and infor- 
mally, not through official government 
provision. 

Moving irregularly from personal ac- 
counts of individual workers to more 
general statements, the “historian for 
the U.S.O.” manages to combine emo- 
tional avveal. vienettes of soldier vrob- 


lems, with the enormous scope of the 
organization’s work, both in the United 
States and on the embattled fronts 
around the world. If occasionally there 
seems too much boasting:—“It has been 
the biggest enterprise that American 
show business ever tackled, The audi- 
ence was the millions of American fight- 
ing men; the stage was global”’—there 
is no doubt we should more widely know 
of the many-sided morale work the 
U.S.O. rushed into action. The many 
(again, perhaps too many) letters of 
appreciation from G.I.’s quoted in the 
book show that the great value of its 
services is not unrecognized where it 
meant most. 

Impressive are the signs of “inter- 
faith” understanding, and the beginnings 
of a sane white-Negro attitude—aspects 
of the U.S.O.’s work for democracy it is 
encouraging to see continuing after the 
war. 
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virus” and had happily solved the Aus- 
trian minority problem. Apparently the 
minorities were not of the same opinion 
for they separated themselves from Aus- 
tria at the first chance and of their own 
free will and have never voiced the de- 
sire to return to the embrace of the 
Habsburgs despite Ingrim’s assertion 
that “in countries with a monarchist 
tradition monarchy is a better safeguard 
against dictators, a better protection of 
democracy, than republican institutions.” 
Nor does the author see any nationalism 
in his recommendation that instead of 
Austria’s ultimatum to Serbia in 1914 
Ausria should have simply moved in and 
taken Relgrade despite the fact that 
“Vienna had no proof of Serbia’s col- 
Jusion” in the Serajevo murder of Francis 
Ferdinend. Austria’s declaration of war 
was in fact nothing but nationalistic as 
proven by documents published since. 
Mr. Ingrim, seeing every world event 
through Catholic and _nationalistically 
Austrian tainted” glasses; does not hesi- 
tate to declare that the first promoters of 
modern nationalism, the Jacobins, were 
really National Socialists without the in- 
dustrial revolution and responsible for 
Napoleon’s rise to power. He seems to 
forget that the same Napoleon liquidated 
the Jacobins before he became pro-consul 
in the Directoire. President Wilson is 
blamed for the second World War and ad- 
vance of nationalism because of the dis- 
memberment of the Austrian Empire 
through his rule of self-determination of 


views. This is why he disposes of Social- 
ism in some twenty lines by the simple 
expedient of stating that: “a collective 
and therefore centrally planned economy, 
is not compatible with individual self- 
determination. Liberal Socialists could 
never establish Socialism. Real Socialists 
are anti-liberal Socialists.” He therefore 
goes on to draw the conclusion that 
Fascism, Hitlerism, and Stalinism are 
socialist. The efforts of the present la- 
bor government in England and those 
of New Zealand and the Scandinavian 
countries are not mentioned. 

Stalinism, according to Ingrim, is 
socialism that married nationalism and 
therefore a threat to the world. At this 
point in the book the author is willing 
to concede that the democracies are not 
overly nationalistic and calls them to 
stand firm before the Soviet onrush. We 
are finally in agreement with the author 
when he declares: “Political freedom for 
the Russian people at home is now the 
main condition of freedom for all na- 
tions.” 

“After Hitler Stalin?” is full of para- 
doxical ideas which appear extravagant 
to the reader, particularly in the pres- 
ent days, as for example when Ingrim 
writes that the “three strokes of luck” 
of the second World War were Stalin’s 
pact with Hitler; Italy’s entry into the 
war on the German side; and France’s 
surrender in 1940. A student of the real 
causes of the world catastrophes will do 
well to look elsewhere for the answers. 





Eng!and and Indi 
Review by MORROE BERGER 
INDIA, A RESTATEMENT. By Sir 


Reginald Coupland. Oxford, 1945. 301 
pages. $4.50. 


Turre is a curious process in political 
commentary which joins apparently 
widely-differing minds. The political 
know-it-all, usually an avowed “leftist,” 
is forever looking behind the facts and 
telling us what is the “real meaning” of 
events, while the timid academic scholar 
usually accepts events and statements at 
their face value, as though a reading of 
speeches and state papers can yield an 
adequate ifiterpretation of the activities 
of their makers. 

Using such disparate methods, the 
analysts of each group come up with 
equally untrustworthy accounts. In one 
case, nothing is as it appears; in the 
other case, nothing is diferent frem its 
appearance. The know-it-all type is gen- 
erally the more flexible, for he can upon 
occasion use the academic approach too, 
as a sort of dialectical refuge, when his 
method is in danger of clashing with 
his prejudices. For example: in dealing 
with statements of American and British 
foreign policy, certain writers will say 
(just now, at least) that professions of 
@ desire for peace “really” mean a de- 
sire for war. But statements of Russian 
leaders are not subjected to this wither- 
ing logical analysis; they are accepted 
as delivered. 

The author of /ndiu, a Restatement, 
Sir Reginald Coupland, belongs to the 


academic groap. In, his review of India . 





under Great Britain (based upon three 
separate earlier reports), Professor 
Coupland almost invariably accepts 
British statements at their face value. 
Thus it appears that England conquered 
India in self-defense; the exact con- 
figuration of the areas of British India 
and the Indian states such that the 
latter effectively separate the former 
from one another (a fact of some sig- 
nificanee, as the author himself points 
out), was largely the result of acci- 
dent; the Congress movement, which has 
fought for Indian independence, became 
totalitarian when it assumed power in 
the provinces in 1937, because it was a 
one-party government, the state and the 
party in the same body. 


Although Professor Coupland is an 
able student of imperial history and 
bases his study upon many years of 
familiarity with the material, one feels 
that his interpretations are too official, 
too much in the nature of apologetics. 
The British in India, he remarks at 
one point, have at least been gentlemen. 
Perhaps that is less an advantage than 
he thinks, either to the Indians or to 
the English. Professor Coupland re- 
minds one of Thorstein Veblen’s charac- 
terization of British government (from 
a different standpoint, as “habitually a 
syndicate of gentle folk.” That the Labor 
Party has made the most genuine offer 
of Indian independence in the history of 
the Empire is perhaps hopeful evidence 
that the English people have stopped 
electing gentlemen. 








































































Are Americans Indifferent 
to the “Enemies Within"? 


John Roy Carlson’s UNDER COVER aroused ours 
entire country and led National Best Seller lists for 
months. When we received the manuscript for Carlson’s 
new book, THE PLOTTERS, we were certain that we 
had another very important best seller and we planned 
accordingly. But there were those who thought that, 
with the war over, Americans no longer needed to be 
on guard against native Fascists and native Commun- 
ists within our own country. Now we know that these 
skeptics were wrong. We have the facts to prove it: 


Entire first printing sold six days 
after publication... And Now 
@ National Best Seller 


HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE FIRST REVIEWS: 


ARTHUR M. SCHLESINGER, Jr., in The N.Y. Herald 
Tribune Book Review, says: “THE PLOTTERS 
supplies an .unforgettable picture of the minds and 
operations of those diseased persons who would like 
to transform the United States into something on the 
model of Nazi Germany. Above all, it is animated by 
a generous and courageous spirit in the most militant 
tradition of American democracy.” 


CHARLES G. BOLTE, Chairman of the American Veterans 
Committee, in The N.Y. Times Book Review, says: 
“The campaign described in UNDER COVER was 
startling and dangerous enough. The campaign: de- 
scribed in THE PLOTTERS is clearly of greater danger 
and of incomparably greater significance . . . The plans 
and tactics of the Communists receive a thorough and 
devastating going over.” 


WALTER WINCHELL says: “Your home should not be 
without a copy of THE PLOTTERS, because it is a 
potent weapon protecting every American home!” 


RICHARD LEWIS, in the Indianapolis Times, says: “A 
personal experience narrative loaded with suspense.” 


ORVILLE PRESCOTT, in The N.Y. Times, says: “All 
Americans who value liberty and love their country 
owe Mr. Carlson a det of thanks.” — 


Ulustrated with sensotional 
documents. A Book-of-the- 
Month Club Recommendation 


$3.50 
GET YOUR COPY WOW! 


At the raté orders Gre pouring in, we may not be 
able to print fast enough to supply the demand. 
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EDGES AND FUZZINESS 

NOT SO WILD A DREAM. 
Sevareid. New York. Alfred A. Knopf, 

516 pages. 


E ric SEVAREID’S book is one of the 
better “personal 
flooded the book market ever 
cent Sheean came out with his still pop- 
ular “Personal History.” 
Sevareid- 
tem correspondent and commentator 

a bit fuzzy around his left-wing edg 





1946. 


WAR ACCOUNT 
By Erie 


$3.50. 


histories” which have Wainwright. 


since Vin- 
autobiographies; absent, too, is 


Sut like Sheean, usual diatribe against the 


a Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 


the dar kes t 


GENERAL WAINWRIGHT'S STORY. 
Doubleday & Co. 314 pages. $3.00. 


A FIRST-PERSON factual account of 
the fall of Bataan by Gen. Jonathan 
The story is told with a 
modesty missing in many such military 
the 
fellow-gen- 
erals who lost the battle for the hero. 
A ggim and dramatic history of three of 
months in America’s battle 


He still thinks there might be hope in annals. H.R. 

Stalinism, though he has his doul - —_—___—_ 

On that score the book—which when STILL ANOTHER BOOK CLUB 

discusses British imperialism, American @ The Men’s Book Club, which aims 

generals, life in the Burma jungle at the “top 5,000,000 men, from an edu- 

excellent—fails miserably cational point of view, in this country,” 
However, he does say—after violent! will present works of history, adventure, 


assailing 
Churchill, and other “anti-Russian” ele 


Labor Pai biography, current events, politics 


the British 
humor. 


and 
“There will be no effort made 


ments England—that “. . we had to advance any political or social 
hoped that the junction of liberalism and trines,” says the Book Club. Don’t 
Communism around the world—possible women need education too? 

now that Fascism was destroyed— would ° ’ ° 

give fiber to the one and tolerance to NEW STEINBECK BOOK 


the other. This might yet prove true, @ John Steinbeck’s new novel, The 
but the first signs denied it and gave Wayward Bus, will be published by 
grim suggestion of a basic enmity be- Viking in 1947. The scene for the novel, 
tween the two forces which ought ’ again, as was the case with many of 
be allies for the cause of decent life in Steinbeck’s earlier books, will be in 


fruitful 


peace.” He & 


California. 





BARGAINS in BOOKS 


1. AMERICA’S 60 FAMILIES. 
578 pages. “Who really rules America? 
find out.” 
2. 10,000 TRADE SECRETS, RECIPES, etc. 
tury Book of Ten Thousand Formulas, Processes and Trade Secrets.) 
Illustrated. Index. 883 pages. (formerly published at $4.00). 
3. 


UP TO 75% OFF FORMER PRICES 
Offered by America’s Oldest Mail-Order Book House 

By Ferdinand Lundberg. 

Read this famous eae” $1.98 


Edited by G. D. Hiscox, M.E. 


Fortunes in Formulas for Home, Farm and Workshop. (Henley's Twentieth Cen- 
Only 


$1.69 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE WORC CARDS. Stephens Word Cards. 


The famous simplified self-teaching system of foreign language study, containing 
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Review by STEPHEN NAFT 
THE EPIC OF LATIN AMERICA. By John A, Crow. Doubleday & Co. New 


York, 1946. 756 pages. $5.00. 


=40 crowd into one volume the 
I complete history of the origin 
and progress of Indo-American 
civilization from the time of the 
Aztec, Incas through the 
period of discovery, conquest, coloni- 
emancipation from foreign 
revolution against native 
tyrants and wars among the neigh- 
bors up to relatively recent times is 
heroic undertaking. 
are a number of 
books dealing with the history of all 
Latin American countries, few are 
as readabe and liberal in spirit and 
fair to the native populations as the 
present book. 

Though in some cases the author 
ascribes undeserved virtues to native 
ruling systems, he 
gives an excellent picture of the rule 
and exploitation by the Spanish rulers 
not only of the unfortunate native 
but also of the white settlers in these 
countries, which was the main reason 
for the revolts against Spain. In 
very few cases did the native Indians 
participate in these revolts for inde- 
pendence. 


Mayas, 


zation, 
rule, and 


almost a 


Though tnere 


pre-Columbian 


There is an interesting chapter on 
the significance and role of the 
Monroe Doctrine, how at the begin- 
ning several Latin American coun- 
tries vainly appealed to the United 
States on the basis of this doctrine 
for help against foreign attacks, and 
how later this “doctrine” was com- 
pletely reversed into a justification 


for American expansionism and inter- 
ventions in the Southern countries of 
this hemisphere. 


$12 cards and illustrations 
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somely bound. 562 pages 


The Chicago Tribune states: 
by this volume.” 

12. MEN PAST FORTY. By A. F. 
Niemoeller, A.B., M.A., B.S. 
Illustrated. “This great book con- 


tains an immense amount of won 
derful information about impaired 


vigor, the prostate gland, weak 
manhood, rejuvenation, 2 Q 
etc.” Special $1 AY 


13. THE OPERA LIBRETTO 
LIBRARY 


Contains all the words, and music 
of the principal airs of 33 great 
operas; 3-volume set containing 10 
Wagner operas including the entire 
Ring, Tannhauser; 11 Italian operas 
including Aida, Pagliacci, U Trova- 
tore; 12 French and German operas 
including Carmen, Faust, Fidelio 
Hansel and Gretel. Authentic orig 
_ text — Sam transla- 
ion in perallel columns 

$5.95 


3 vols. 


By means of these cards anyone can acquire a basic 
vocabulary and a general familiarity with Spanish, French, German, 
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Robert L. Ripley's big book. 
An amazing book with 48 startling pictures and ove! 
50,000 words describing phenomena almost beyond imagination. 
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Authoritative 
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The complete and authentic Works of Rabelais. Profusely illustrated by’Gusiave 
“Not to have read Rabelais — is — have Pn 
sver shall be, another book like it — for it 

Only $2.49 


By “Senator Ed, Ford, Harry Hershfield, and 
all the speakers and radio comedians $1 00 
8. ELBERT HUBBARD’S SCRAP BOOK. 


520 of the greatest writers and keenest thinkers of all ages and countries from 
the times of Confucius and earlier have contributed their best in this 


9. CANTERBURY TALES. -By Geoffrey Chaucer. 
627 pages 
lustrations in two colors that appeared in the original limited edition 
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14. THE BORGIAS or, 
FEET OF VENUS. By V 
Ibafiez. 

Were the Borgias worse or better 
than history has painted them? The 
famous author of “The Four Horse- 
men of the Apocalypse” answers 
the question ir a full-bodied novel 
that is at the same time a true de- ' 
scription of the lusty passionate 
Borgias who typified this licentious 
period of Italian history. Q 98 
Published at $3.00 oe 
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There are very well written chap- 
ters on the epic of Bolivar’s struggle 
for the liberation of the Northern 
part of South America, of Haiti’s 
struggle for freedom from revolu- 
tionary, republican and_ Imperial 
France. There ar’chapters on colonial 
belles-lettres, architecture and fine 
arts, or the division of land and la- 
bor, on the Toltec-Aztee culture, on 
the feudal pattern of colonial society, 
on Brazil’s democratic emperor who 
was overthrown because he was too 
liberal for the ruling class of his 
time, and the-history of all wars and 
their between the Latin 
nations during the past 
and the beginning of this century. 


causes 


Americafi 


It is regrettable, however, that 
there is almost nothing or very little 
about the contemporary scene, the 
revolts and political changes of the 
second quarter of this century, which 
in many cases transfered the rule of 
these countries from small feudal 
minorities to the middle classes and 
had to submit to shanges of public 
which in former years had 
absolutely no influence. There is not 
a word in this book on the Fascists, 
Anarchists, Communists, the influence 
and role of the Brazilian Integralists 
or Spanish Falangists in Argentina, 
who in the last decade or so played 
an important role in the shaping of 
the policies of Latin American gov- 
ernments. 


opinion 


The book gives, however, an excellent 
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2s 
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background for the historical under- ( 


standing of modern Latin America. 


The Confession of Sergei Eisenstein 


(Continued from Page Eleven) 
‘weak-charactered and lacking in will, a 
kind of Hamlet.’ This is solidly grounded 
and just. 

“Some historically wrong impressions 
of the epoch and reign of Ivan the Ter- 
rible were reflected in my film 
were widely current in pre-Revolution- 
ary literature. This was especially true 
of the film’s presentation of the Tzar’s 
bodyguards (oprichniki). Works of clas- 
sics of Marxism on questions of history 
have illustrated and made available to 
us the historically correct and positive 
Ivan’s progressive life- 
In the light of these works it 
should not have been difficult to over- 
come the false presentation of the life- 
guards in writing of Traitor-Prince 
Andrei Kurbsky. It should have been 
to unveil tendentious descriptions 
of Ivan’s activity which were left us by 
historian spies of the Western Powers, 
Taube and Kruse or the adventurer 
Henry Shtaden. But it was much more 
difficult to overcome in one’s own seif 
the remnants of former purely imagin- 
ary presentations left over from child- 
hood reading of such books as Alexei 
Konstantinovich Tolstoy’s novel Silver 
Prince, or the old novel Koudeyar. (This 
Tolstoy, related neither to playwright 
Alexei or novelist Leo, died in 1875.) 


which 


evaluation of 
guards. 


easy 


“As a result, in the film the progres- 
sive oprichniki were presentedas a gang 
of degenerates something like the Ku 
Klux Klan. The Central Committee 
justly condemned this rough mis- 
representation of historical fact. 


“On the basis of the Central Commit- 
tee’s resolution, all workers in art 
should make a most important conclu- 
sion as to the necessity of putting an 
end to all light-minded and irresponsible 
attitudes toward their work. We must 
fully subordinate our creations to the 
interest of education of the Soviet 
people, especially youth, and not: step 
aside one jot from this aim. 

“We must master the Lenin-Stalin 
method of perception of real life and 
history to such a full and deep extent 


as to be able te overcome all remnants 
or survivals of former notions which, 
although they have been banished 
from our consciousness a long time, 
are obstinately and malicieusly at- 
tempting to infiltrate into oar works 
as soon as our creative vigilance is 
weakened even for only a_ single 
moment. 

“This is a guarantee that our cine 
matography will be able to eliminate all 
ideological “and artistic failures and 
mistakes which lie like a heavy load on 
our art in this first postwar year. This 
1s % guarantee that in the nearest future 
our cinematography will again create 
highly ideological artistic films worthy 
of the Stalin epoch. 

“All we workers of art must interpret 
the hard and just criticism of our work 
contained in the decision of the Central 
Committee as an appeal to the widest 
and most ardent and purposeful activity 
an appeal to us masters of art to fulfill 
our duty before the Soviet people, stale 
and party by creation of highly ideologi- 
eal artistic films.” 


US-CHINA LITERARY RELATIONS 

@ The United States and Chinese Gov- 
ernments have signed a treaty, to last 
five years with automatic continuance 
unless either party gives a year’s notice 
of termination, which will cover copy 
right and trademarks. At present, be 
cause of the Civil War, the treaty i§ 
likely to be faulty in enforcement, but 
it establishes the way for complete copy 
right security in the future. 

od me * 

HOLLYWOOD VISITS 
THE LIBRARY AGAIN 

@ Following the success of Heming 
way’s The Killers, Hollywood will put 
The Highwayman, by Alfred Noyes, 
the screen. Herbert Yates, Jr., and James 
Burkett will fill in the missing details 
They will have to answer such questions 
as: How did the highwaymen meet th# 
innkeeper’s daughter? Why did he 
come a highwayman? We suggest t 
the moviemakers re-run Robin Hood. N# 
that they won’t do it anyway. 
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Letters 


The Basic Weapon 


Jo the Editor: 


From JESSIE T. ELLISON ° 


HAT nations in existence today will still be entities five hundred years from 


now? What nations in the world saddle today will still be mounted fifty or 


‘ a hundred years trom now? And what others will be on foot? The future of 


eve 


ry nation depends on the strength ot its basic weapon—not the atomic momb—not 


the flame-throwing plane or the rocket—for these willl soon be available to every 


althy country on the face of the globe, but something more difficult of attainment— 
we 


the vitality of the people as a whole. 


Unless, as has been suggested by some scientists, the world itself were to explode 
as a result of chain disintegration, it is unlikely that the entire population of the planet 
could be destroyed in the most destructive of atomic warfare. Cities, communication, 
transportation, political entity might disappear for a time; people, cut piven ee 
fellows, but still living and thinking, would escape. The re-growth of the world woulc 
then depend on individual strength and courage. 


It is too much to hope for, that, given ten to fifteen years of preparation, a large 
nation could survive atomic warfare. The scattering of population—the often men- 
sioned “dispersal” —if brought to being out of .the vague world of speculation, would 
ensure the survival of intelligent trained minds capable of re-establishing order after 
almost complete devastation. For it is ideas which must be kept alive, rather than 
materials. The outward manifestations of thought,—buildings, books, planes, ships 
and highways would necessarily disappear in overwhelming attacks. If the conception 
lives on in men’s minds, civilization could rise again without the long process of form- 
ing tribal organization, city-states, and on up to the great nations we know today. 


What nations are large enough to attempt withstanding atomic warfare? China; 
America (Canada, Mexico, the U.S.A.); Brazil; or a United South America; Russia 
(vast waste lands, deep forests, space to spare). A glance at any map will give you 


these answers. And now the question! 
What nations in existence today have 
the essential vitality to rise from ashes? 
Or, if atomic warfare becomes only a 
grim dream and not a reality, what na- 
tions have the vitality to go to the top, 
or stay there? 


In judging national vitality, the age 
of a country does not have great im- 
portance. China is old, one of the very 
oldest of nations, yet China has recently 
become re-vitalized, and in time may 
have the power that is only a promise 
today. India is old, and de-vitalized. 
One can hardly imagine an energetic 
India within the next two or three gen- 
erations. America is young and has been 
a healthy, growing nation, but what 
does that steadily declining birth-rate, 
that higher and higher rate of entry 
into mental institutions mean for us as 
a nation? War statistics ~discounted, 
America shows a slight tendency toward 
decline in several important ways: the 
afore-mentioned declining birth-rate; in- 
crease of nervous instability (always a 
sign of decreasing vitality); increase of 
chronic alcoholism; increasing depend- 
ence on comforts and luxuries. 

There is a haunting sentence in one 








of Van Loon’s books: “Once a civiliza- 
tion or a man is on the down-grade, 
nothing can stop the descent.” To adopt 
this view whole-heartedly would be dis- 
astrous psychologically, individually or 
nationally, but there is a 
challenge in the thought 


stirring 


In opposition to Van Loon’s fatalism, 
there is the practical, courageous stand 
of the dictator of Brazil, who ordered 
wholesale dosing of his nation with 
vitamins. Brazi! had been called, with 
reason, “one great hospital,” due to 
faulty dietary habits of the people. The 
great country had failed to live up to 
the promise inherent in its forests, mines 
and plantations. The basic weapon for 
nation-building was missing; Brazilians 
had no vitality. Now there is hope that 
Brazil will take her proper place at the 
top. 


Is it possible for a country or a 
continent to change the course of the 
tell-tale graphs on the vital-statistics 
charts? It might be worth our while to 
do a bit of experimenting on a nation- 
wide scale and find out. 


Tallahassee, Florida. 


ee ooo eee S Sooo Seo eo eSeseSeseSesesesesesesy 


Christmas Presents for Democracy 
From PHIL HELLER 


Executive Director, International Solidarity Committee 


To the Editor: 


HE great hunger facing German 

T entcFases survivors of con- 
centration camps was shown in 

their sharing of food parcels received 
from the United States. In a letter 

to the International Solidarity Com- 
mittee, 303 Fourth Avenue, New York 

10, N. Y., Kurt Schmidt, leader of 
the Berlin Socialists who spent seven 
years in Nazi concentration camps, 
reports that the first shipment of 23 
CARE packages had arrived and were 
divided into 40 packages containing 
beans, pork, cigarettes, etc. for the 
older people; 30 packages containing 
milk, sugar cocoa, chocolate and so 

on for children of the Luebars Kinder- 

u =heim; and the rest was used for the 
§ communal kitchen of the Labor Cen- 
ter. Schmidt wrote in part: “We 

4 haven’t seen such high class food in 
Germany for a Tong time, so let me 
m ‘Start by thanking you and all those 
uw whe helped in the name of all of us. 
; - . . I hope the distribution of thé 
 6«fift packages meets with your ap- 
Proval. If you will permit me to 





express a particular wish, I would 
like to ask you for shoe soles, stock- 
ings and woolens for the winter. There 
will be great need for them in the 
months to come.” 

It is up to us in America to fill 
these and other urgent needs. We 
can’t afford to let down those Euro- 
peans who were the first opponents 
and victims of Nazism. The Interna- 
tional Solidarity Committee is con- 


| ster, therefore, carries a new article 
in which Hunt writes: 

“We have no apologies (sic) to any- 
one for our last month’s remarks. We 
are told that the majority of the dis- 
placed persons seeking admission here 
are not Communist sympathizers as 


_ 
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ducting a drive for the adoption of 
anti-Fascists and is planning to send 
additional shipments of CARE pack- 
ages and medical supplies to the 
Berlin Socialists and to others. The 
committee has on hand ¢he names 
and addresses of many anti-Fascists 
of all nationalities who are desperate- 
ly in need of help. 

Currently, the committee is plan- 
ning a campaign to send even larger 
shipments to anti-Fascists throughout 
Europe. CARE packages which pro- 
vide 30 meals now cost only ten dol- 
lars. We invite American progressives 
to help us—Send a Christmas Present 
for Democracy. 

New Yerk. 


CJG2 
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Follow-Up oa Ban Tobin. 


From NATHANIEL M. MINKOFF 
Secretary-Treasurer of Joint Board of the Dress and Waistmakers’ Union 
of Greater New York. ILGWU, AFL 


To the Editor: 


PROPOS your editorial — “Dan 
A Tobin — Isolationist” — New 
Leader readers may be inter- 
ested in a second article in the No- 
vember issue of the IJnternational 
intended to serve as an 
apologia for the first. The second es- 
say has even less moral justification 
than the first. 

The article, written by Lester M. 
Hunt, enters the denial that neither 
Daniel J. Tobin, president of the 
Teamsters, nor Mr. Hunt is anti- 
Semitic nor biased against minorities, 
This inescapable conclusion arose from 
the novel thesis propounded by Hunt’s 
first article, apparently approved by 
Tobin, that to admit a handful of 
scattered refugees now existing in the 
European cauldron would somehow 
Jead to increase in Communist. activ- 
ity in America. It was Hunt’s thesis 
that European emigres are usually 
Communists. 


Teamster 


Since the argument advanced by 
Hunt in his first unsigned article is 
without basis in fact, it has received 
merited criticism, particularly at the 
recent AFL convention in Chicago. 
The most recent issue of the Team- 


we surmised but earnest devotees of 
democracy. Maybe so. But we still 
do not want them. We do not want 
Immigrants from any source while 
they are a threat to American wages, 
American employment, and American 
standards of living.” 

If Hunt’s reasoning were correct, it 
would be difficult to dispute his con- 
clusion—bar the doors to any further 
immigration. If his article were the 
outgrowth of objective examination of 
facts, the validity of this conclusion 
might be acceptable. But there is 
neither objectivity in thought, nor ex- 
position of fact. The emotional chal- 
lenge of Hunt obscures both objectiv- 

~ ity and fact. 


Introduction into the life-stream of 
America of .00036 thirty-six ten 
thousandths of one percent—increase 
in population which Hunt fears so 
much is no more a threat to Amer- 
ican wages, American employment and 
American standards of living than the 
burning of a pile of autumn leaves. 
I think Hunt could argue more co- 
herently that monopoly capital, en- 
trenched economic privileges, the lead- 
ers of American Action, Inc., etc., rep- 
resent a far more durable threat to 
our country than the admission of 
50,000 displaced persons. 

As an official of the Teamsters 
Union Hunt knows or ought to know 
that these unfortunates are of the 
same stock as those who immigrated 
to our shores during the early part of 
this century; the same people who 
built some of our most powerful 
unions — teamsters includedg the 
same people whose record of indus- 
trial statesmanship and 
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socio-eco- 
nomic achievements have since become 
a model for many of the oldest and 
largest American Federation of La- 
bor unions. 

For the information of Hunt let 
me say. by far the largest proportion 
of the displaced persons are Chris- 
tians who cannot or will not return 
to their homelands because the new 
governments of those homelands are 
satellites of the Soviet Union.” 


Lastly, there is a far more mean- 





its sons to do and die on foreign soil 
for democracy, decency and human- 
ity? About 100,000 Jews, after escap- 
ing the horrors of Nazis, are herded 
in former military barracks, some re- 
cently occupied by the SS _ troops, 
with nothing to do and no place to go. 
Can any American truthfully say that 
we cannot find room for this handful 
of people in this great land? 


Let every American search his 
heart and his conscience. If he does, 
there can be only one answer . 


let them in. 
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ingful consideration to this debate ‘ 
than the admittance into our country 
of a handful of people. Where is this 
great United States which sent forth 
c> 
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For Wallace’s Foreign Policy 


From C. R. PETTES 


To the Editor: 


Your editorial regarding Henry Wal- 
Jace seems to consider Wallace’s “excur- 
sion into foreign policy” as a blow to the 
Democratic Party. But Wallace’s admir- 
ers are not chiefly Democrats—neither 
are they Republicans. They are “lib- 
erals”—independent voters. 


Instead of having “their enthusiasm 
somewhat chilled“ by what Wallace has 
said and done, their admiration for him 
has been greatly increased. 


The truth is that we regard Wallace 
as the hero of the hour! He has gained 
immensely in stature by daring to speak 


out in our hour of peril and tell the. 


truth to the whole world! Wallace has 
said exactly what you have said: “It is 
clear that we cannot continue as we are 
now. Terrific technological ‘progress’ of 
the few and the backwardness of the 
many have brought us to the brink of 
tragedy.” ; 


Clearly you mean that we will have 
to change our foreign policy—our method 
of dealing with other nations—or we can 
expect nothing but disaster in the future. 
Isn't that exactly what Wallace said in 


\ 


his Jetter to the President and in his 
New York speech? 


Our policy of antagonism toward Rus- 
sia is not the road to peace—it is the 
road to war. Peace among the nations 
cannot be attained or maintained by 
force or threat of force. The only way 
to peace is through friendship and co- 
operation. You, as well as Wallace, no 
“doubt agree with John Foster Dulles 
when he says that UN must become “a 
place where nations organize together 
projects of human betterment and mu- 
tual advantage. Out of that can come 
a sense of comradeship and increased 
trust and tolerance, which would strike 
at the root of the evils which now plague 
us.” Wallace says he has been greatly 
encouraged by the “spontaneous re- 
sponse of literally thousands of people 
—people who will ultimately determine 
whether we are to have one free world, 
or whether we are going to be swept 
into a worldwide holocaust.” 


Those are statesmanlike words—words 
not dictated by personal ambition, but 
by a genuine desire to promote peace and 
to instill new hope into the minds and 
hearts of the millions of suffering human 
beings who are fast losing all hope of 
a peaceful world in which to live. 

Long Beach, California. 


















































































Searching Drama From France 





@deftly she moves from the early 











Joseph T. Shipley 


supercilious: air of the aristocrat 
to the wheedling tones of the 
woman warm for a mate. 

Since the three strangers have 
been joined in the common torture- 
chamber from various parts of the 
world, their varied accents do not 
|jar. Their patterns are intricately 
lintertangled by the author; and 
‘the director moves them about 
deftly, creating stage patterns 
jthat match the attractions and re- 
|pulsions of their torn and battling 


| 


ON THE 


| souls, 
| These souls, each tortured by 
jthe necessity of seeing itself, and 


by having mirrors in such different 
;eyes, have found the most effective, 
| hell in recent drama. Compared to 
jit, the hell of Bernard Shaw (in 








Hell Up 


(“Huis Clos”). By Je 
Directed by John Hu 
Smith. At the Bilt 
fierce intensity burr 
an intensity 


EXIT” 
Bowles. 
and Olive? 

There is a 
to reach Broadway, 


“NO 


ing through the performers, pulses a 
come to watch. In his journey to he 
As the curtain rises, a hall boy 


to call him 


with three seats—a golden chair, 
a green and red settee and a 
bronze Cupid, all in atrocious taste. 
But into the room with the men 
has come an eerie sense of alert 

and fearsome expectancy. And we 
learn that the man has come to 
hell. This room is his confinement 

chamber; it has no windows nor 

mirrors; nor does the bell to sum | 
mon the hall-boy often ring. Soon 
Cradeau discovers that his eyes | 
will never close in sleep; will never | 


a moment’s blink to 
shut out the world: their lids have 
atrophied. He can not ever look 


upon his face, yet he must forever 


close, even in 





see. 
One woman, 
ushered into the 


another, 1s 
These three 


then 
rom. 


strangers are to spend eternity to- 
gether. At first, they have glimpses 
if events on earth, as gradually 


down, 
that 


their reticences are broken 
und each reveals the reasons 
led to the damnation. 
Cradeau, editor of a pacifist pa- 
per in Paris, had remained through 


the Occupation, then fled. He was 
eaught and shot; but even in h ll 
he is tormented by the sense that 


all his life had been a mask over 
-owardice. 

Inez had been a Lesbian, beset 
by a love of women. She came be- 
tween a man and the woman she 
desired; even here in hell, she 
hopes to possess the other stranger, 
Estelle. 

Estelle 
for men. 
to her, 
now her 
Cradeau as 


had been a woman warm 
She killed the baby born 
not by her husband; but 
one desire is to spread 
a cloak of forgetfulne 


between her and her doom 
And gradually they see that the 
devil has kept pace with the cen 
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that throbs in the dialogue and, 


into a room furnished®- 


tee age which makes Cradeau 
ruly 


|“*Man and Superman”; developed 
jin Balderston’s “A Morality Play 
for the Leisure Classes”) is a 
| pallid palace: there, one may have 
4evin | everything one desires; the only 
thing barred is intensity of feel- 
ing; and gradually an infinite bore- 
dom becomes eternity’s hell. Such 
a damned state is that of the mid- 
die classes, damned (as Shaw sees 
them) by insensitivity, even while 
alive. In Sartre’s hell — which 
reaches us in life no less—we are 
damned by our sensitivity, by the 
challenge life throws to our eager 
spirit. 


to Date 


-Paul Satre. Adapted by Paul | 
Presented by Herman 1 
Theatre. 

in this first 


av 
ton. 
more 
ling Satre’s 
sear- 
the footlights to scorch those 
takes along the audience. 
a man—Cradeau, we learn 
an econ- 
has sown 


play of 


cross 
ll, Sartre 
ushel 





turies. Not only is he 
omist, but psychology 
eeds to harvest in hell. No thumb- 
screws are needed now; no rack 
wheel; no flames, with demons By 
and imps to tend them. For these|Sartre from the next world drives 
three persons, sealed in one room/the three points into this. Hell is 
with eyes that never close, are/a city much like London. Each man 
their own tortures. in his life weaves his pattern of 
The inner torment sears unceas-|damnation, Which way I fly is hell; 
ingly. The three try to make a|jmyself am hell. Truly, from this 
pact: perhaps each by refraining|triangle of torture, a man shall 

can spare the others, hence be|find “no exit.” 
spared—and avert by a twist of! This much, we behold in the 
their basic selves the inevitable}lightning flash of Sartre’s drama. 
thrust of torture, darts once more.|It presents the mortal doom. There 
“Hell,” says the coward Cradeau,|is one more question man must, by 
other people.” But that is be-|his actions, answer: in the light 
cause the two there are his only lof this inevitable damnation, how 
mirror. tequiring strength, re-jshall a man take stand? We see 
assurance, outside himself, his|the response of tragedy—the exal- 
craven spirit finds only the clear | tation, the drive of dignity and 
and taunting vision of Inez, into|¢ourage—in Oedipus; in Macbeth. 
in another drama, Sartre 


his coward heart. Perhaps, 

“One is what one wants,” he ex-| wil] display man’s defiance of his 
claims, trying to justify his life by|doom in terms of our own time. 
his intentions. The present play brings that doom 

“What one wants is known by|searingly home. 


what one does,” Inez rejoinders. 
“You are nothing but your life.” PARK “AVENUE 
“POOR WHITES” 


Once the deed is done, no wish- 

ing can alter that movement. “One ? nites. Sle Hapa : 
“PARK AVENUE.” Book by Nun- 

nally Johnson and George S. 


always dies too soon—or too late.” | 
And time will not pardon us for ; 
Kaufman. Lyries by Ira Gersh- 
Arthur Schwartz. 


nor his triangular juxtaposition, 











not having taken it. It is our i 


that creates our hell, win. Music by 
The almost blinding clarity of| Dances by Helen Tamiiris, Sets 
Sartre’s vision makes the dialogue by Donald Oceanslager. Directed 


as crisp as toast from hell’s fierce] b%y Mr. Kaufman. Presented by 
fires; crisp, but twisted with an Max Gordon, At the Shubert 
irony, so that it both asserts and Theatre. 


With a rolling of drums and a 
lot of preliminary stir, a feeble 
piece has come to town. For “Park 


mocks its own assertions. The fairly 
faithful translation of Poul Bowles 
retains much of this double power. 


An understanding company sus-| Avenue” is mainly dull drivel on 
tains the drama’s drive. Peter|a stale theme, unlivened by gay 
Kass, as the hall-boy of hell, acts|dancing, good lyrics, or colorful 
with just the combination of | costumes. 

“dumb cluck” staring and sar- Supposedly poking fun at the 
castic superior knowledge to have| wealthy on Park Avenue who legit- 
earned him his post of satanic|imatize their love affairs by di- 
subordinate. Claude Dauphin cap-|vorces and multiple marriages, it 
tures the desperate quality in the|shifts in the level of its attempts 
coward’s soul without losing the|at humor from the comic strip to 


Yorker”—successful at 

the end of Act I it 
grows earnest, with the naive boy 
from South Carolina shouting at 
the city folk: “You’re like the peo- 
ple on Tobacco Road, only better 
dressed.” 

At tht end of Act II it’s hard to 


quick intelligence; “The New 


neither. At 


indeed, it is that 


damned. As Inez, Annabella 
superbly presents the need of tor- 
turing to cover her own twisted 
and tortured spirit. Ruth Ford, as 
the blonde Estelle, is hellishly at- 
tractive, not only to Cradeau; 
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BETTE DAVIS ® PAUL HENREID 
CLAUDE RAINS 


IN WARNER BROS. HIT 


“DECEPTION” 


Directed by Irving RAPPER :: Produced by Henry BLANKE 


HOLLYWOOD BROADWAY at 
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Distinguished 





Lynn Fontanne and Alfred Lunt stars of “O Mistress Mine,” 
which continues at the Empire Theatre. 


Acting Team 





tell whether the play is earnest or 


spoofing; but by that time you 
hardly care. 

The attempt at humor begins 
with the program, where twelve 


bridesmaids are all named Brenda: 
Brenda Stokes; Brenda Follansbee; 
Brenda Follansbee-Stokes; Brenda 
Follansbee - Stokes - Follansbee; 
Brenda Cathcart; Brenda Cathart- 
Cathcart; Brenda Kerr: Brenda 
Ker-Ker-Ker; and the like. The 
play itself is not much more en- 
couraging. 

Now and agai nthe music is gaily 
jtuneful. The best of the humor is 


Woman if You Can.” “In the 
Courtroom” of “sweet Nevada” 
makes a lively dance. 

Arthur Margetson and Raymond 
Walburn make the most of such 
occasions as the play gives them, 
Mary Wickes achieves an off-hand, 
caustic tone. One or two of the 
ladies are pleasant to look upon; 
but in the main the cast is no bet- 
ter than the play deserves. 

There’s doubtless much to attack, 
and much to poke fun at, along 
Park Avenue. This musical—which, 
by the way, is set on the shore of 








in the songs, as “Don’t Be a 
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Long Island—finds neither effective 
satire nor good fun. 5. F.& 
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Ina Claire Comes Through 
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Katherine Dunham, 





Dancer 





THE PLAYER WINS 





“THE FATAL WEAENESS.” — 
Written and directed by George 
Kelly. Setting by Donald Oens- 
lager. Presented by The Theatre 
Guild. At the Royale Theatre. 
Sometimes, instead of working 
with a play, a performer seems al- 
most to have to fight against it. 
In such a battle with “The Fotal 
Weakness” Ina Claire comes out 
victorious, by her superb work as 
a deft comedienne making a pleas- 
ant evening out of a trivial play. 
Mrs. Espenshade is informed, by 
friend, by son-in-law, and by 
daughter, that her husband is un- 
faithful. She divorces him. This 
act ships the daughter—who had 
been dabbling in “advanced ideas” 
about marriage—back to her rebel- 
lious but loving husband. That, 
with the aid of constant telephone 





| 





calls, is the story of the play. 

But Mrs. Espenshade is created} 
by Ina Claire, who makes he) i 
mobile face a rapturous picture of | 
this starry-eyed soul. For the} 
lady’s “fatal weakness” is an in- 
curably romantic disposition. Her 


husband describes a glorious moun- t 
tain retreat to which he 
and even though she knows he 


is going, 


is | 


taking his mistress there. Mrs. | 
Espenshade almost swoons with} 

| 
rapture at the beauty of the pic- 


ture. The play ends when she 
all dolled up like a June bride, 
go to the wedding of her husband | 
and the other woman. 





e musical revue “Bal Negre,” 








the star of th ter-of-fact fashion, prosaically con- | 
vda” at the Belasco Theatre. trasted with the mooning wife, she | 
eee ees eee een enews, pusnes. Mrs. Espenshade along to | 
10nd CONTRARIWISE | clipped, offhand speech is developed her divorce. Page ty amar ‘aeate 
such , AVEN , ce te for humorous moments. There is} actresses Justily the evening. 
het. ee AVES “in gy H rt thus a constant shift from, or} J.T.S. 
meagee = oy rence rwe''.' battle between, the would-be horror |} ——as 
and, | Sag re Bach Ran cite a ) 7 e Horror | yy . m 
the emma by J ye ee ; Meee) and the would-be comic effects. In} KING'S ROW 
pon; Titles. on ‘ae rine ty ‘to the tug-of-war, it is the play that AT THE VICTORIA 
bet- — 9 . ya loses. a aS “King’s Row,” Warner Bros.’ | 
authors. They are often puzzling ; ee : “ : 
to readers. When your program on = dramatic film with a cast headed 
tack, for instance, announces “Angel MIDNIGHT SPECIAL by Am - pe Robs Pe <r e 
long Street,” by what quirk of contra Town Hall, at 11:30 p. m. for i pile ae ep mma 9 <a 
—_ diction are you to expect deep| four alternate Saturday nights, is a and se 2 poe 
Ps deviltry? And how are you to sus- | the pleasant hon of folk music.! = aa , asines4 ‘ + the New ¥ en 
ctive pect that a place called “The} Last Saturday, Susan Reed brought! V icrorie Theat a See 
S. Haven” (which gives its title to|“Ballads at Midnight” to a de-| ictoria iheatre. 


the drama at the Playhouse) offers 
not shelter but danger, is a domicile 
the wife in the drama should not 
seek, but shun? 

(Alas, the drama itself the au- 
dience will shun!) 

By combination of old materials 
—which must be the method of al- 


A spinster with a little 
money has answered a matrimonial 
advertisement, then fallen in love 
with the man—long legs, tweeds, 
and @ pipe—that inserted it. Mar- 
ried, he takes her to live in the 
Haven, “a house in the marshly 
Fen country of Cambridgeshire, 
England.” Here, the wife’s haif- 
sister recognizes him as a man 
whose wife had been lost overboard 
from a boat in the Orient. “She 
suspects that he marries women to 

away with them fors their 
money; so, obviously, he must do 
away with her. 

The wife also disappears, and 
the constabulary step in. There are 
further surprises; and justice is 
done when the right person picks 
up the wrong glass, and drinks the 
Polson. 

Poor treatment, inept handling 
of the theme, and flat dialogue, 
destroy the possibilities of the plot. 
The kris, mentioned early as sign 
of the husband’s Oriental trip, is 
followed up by nothing more than 
the maid’s remark “That could put 
® crease in anyone.” 

Funny lines are sought, even 
when Inappropriate. to the play’s 
— Also, a eomie actor. The 
Play seeks a sensé of brooding 








— over Mrs, Durward. Her 
ame and lawyer, however, is 
Played by Melville Cooper, whose 
ee - 





TER PARTIES 


AR trade anions ‘and fra- 
‘ermal organizations are re- 
‘ested when planning theater 
Darties to do so through Her- 
"ard Feinman. Manager of the 
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| Reed appears rather as the country | 2nd WEEK 


The film, based on the best-sel- 
ing novel by Henry Bellamann, 
Introduced by folklorist Alan was directed by Sam Wood and 
Lomax as “the princess in her ivory | produced by Hal B. Wallis for 
tower” and “the barmaid with rosy} Warner Bros. 
cheek and twinkling eye,” Susan! 


| 


lighted audience. 


K FOR 
SISTER KENNY” AT 


| maid fresh from the upland farm,!" 


: singing songs her grandparents! 
most every playwright — Dennis} sare “hefore’ hen Whathoe ch, | BROOKLY NPARAMOUNT 
| ag a situation that Promis€S|\twangs the zither, strums aa | Rosalind Russell, co-starring with 
interest. i: Ai 


| Alexander Knox in “Sister Kenny,” 


iduleimer, or plucks the Iris ‘ = 
— e Irish harp, | and James Mason in “They Were 


| Susan Reed knows how to make, 2! pe 
[pleasant harmonies behind her Sisters” continues for a second 
! week at the Brooklyn Paramount 


storied words. These may be an! . r 
old ballad, such as “Barbara Allen,” Theatre, Flatbush & DeKalb Aves. 
or sométhing more like a lovely. . or — = ag Fro 
lilt, such as “Ribbon Bow.” | In a series 0 recent ames , ason 

Wids-ranci th h th | films to reach this country. For his 
f bs a ae the field | villainous roles in the previous 
C rey and folksongs, Susan | “The Man in Grey,” recently seen 
ste of helping - sts # at the Brooklyn Paramount, and 
oe me lit —s ere 18 @ “The Seventh Veil,” his followers 

stfu! quality in much of her. have classified the terror thespian 
— and a decided charm in all’ ag a fascinating heavy. As a re- 
rd presentations. ' | sult of these roles, he has been 

Strings at Midnight,” on De- | voted Britain’s biggest money- 
cember 7, and “Calypso at Mid-' making star in a poll held by a 
night,” on December 21, complete motion picture trade paper of in- 
the Midnight Special. J,T.S. ' ternational circulation. 
“NE RICHARD RODGERS & OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN, 2nd, present 
“A MIRACLE OF MODULATED GIDDINESS.” 

~-Howard, Barnes, Herald Tribune 


HELEN HAYES 
“HAPPY BIRTHDAY” 


A New Comedy by ANITA LOOS 
Directed by JOSHUA LOGAN 
BROADHURST Theatre, 44th Street West of Broadway 
Evenings at 8:40. Matinees Wednesday and Saturday at 2:40 


| 














“JUBILANT AND JOYFUL.” 
; —Brown, Saturday Review of Literature 


ETHEL MERMAN 


“ANNIE GET YOUR GUN” 


Music and Lyrics by IRVING EERLIN. Book by HERBERT and 
DOROTHY FIELDS. With RAY MIDDLETON. Dir. by JOSHUA LOGAN. 


IMPERIAL Theatre, stn street West of Broadway. 


Evenings at 630. Matimees Wednesday and Saturday at 2:30 





-- |" UNDERCURRENT" 
| OPENS AT THE CAPITOL 


| Taylor, the latter returned to the | 








At Brooklyn Paramount 





Alan “Two Years 


| Ladd, 
| Before the Mast,” now in its 2nd 
week at the Brooklyn Paramount. 


star of 








Katharine Hepburn and Robert 


The Sinatra-girl absurdities of} Screen after three years in the | 23 
the grown woman, delightfully} Navy, are the stars of “Under- | ‘ 
a we yy Pe ae —- ‘ane’ Jorothy Maguire and _ Robert 
caught by Ina Claire, are balanced | current, now at the Capitol | Dorethy ies [ 7 “Claudi 
: be the blest elects of Marsaret | Theatre. Young In a scene from , = audia 
a 7 . . . " S 71 ” " y p<) P, N 
= ae. Douglass as her friend. In a mat- Based on an original story by and David” at RK.O. 1 eatres, 





Thelma Strabel, the story revolves 
about the marital breakup _be- 
tween Hepburn and Taylor when 
the latter becomes jealous of his 
mysterious brother. So suspense- 
fully has the plot been created, it 
said, that not until the very 
finish is the audience able to deter- 
mine the story’s ending. Heading 
the suppoprting cast in the role 
of Taylor’s brother is Robert 
Mitchum, one of the fastest rising 
young players in Hollywood. Ed- 
mund Gwenn, Marjorie Main and 
Jayne Meadows rownd out the 
brilliant supporting cast. 

The accompanying holiday stars- 
in-person show features Frankie 
Carle and his orchestra, the Slate 
Bros. with Fay Carrcll, Val Setz, 
juggler, and Florence Hin Lowe, 

he Chinese wonder girl.” i 


P. BROOKLYN +t 


Flatbush and Dekalb 


ALAN LADD WILLIAM BENDIX 
BRIAN DONLEVY 
BARRY FITZGERALD 


“TWO YEARS 


1S 


BEFORE THE MAST” 


CO-FEATURE 
DONNA TOM 
REED + DRAKE 

“FAITHFUL IN 
MY FASHION” 











‘Writes its name in stardust across 
the celluloid heavens!” — ware: wincneu 


20th CENTURY-FOX presents 
Darryl F. Zanuck’s production of W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM'S 


Tyrone POWER - Gene TIERNEY 
John PAYNE - Anne BAXTER 
Clifton Webb - Herbert Marshall 


The 
Razor’s kdge 


Produced by DARRYL F. ZANUCK 
Directed by EDMUND GOULDING - Screen Play by Lamar Trotti 


| 








On Stage! 


ROSARIO and ANTONIO 
BOB HANNON 
EMMA OTERO - TOMMY TRENT 


ROX Y 














DOORS OPEN DAILY 9 A.M. 
7th AVENUE. and 50th STREET 
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Opens Thurs. Eve., Dec. 19.......... ANDROCOLES AND THE LION 
No Monday Performances 
“RNATIONAL THEATRE, 5 Columbus Circle. 
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ve JUNE DUPREZ %& ERNEST TRUEX 
ms 

*i—org RICHARD WARING 4% MARGARET WEBSTER ¥% PHILIP BOURNEUF 
apie sot. Mat. & Eve. 2:30 & 8:30_ me ess HENRY VIII, 
Me™ Sun. Mat. & Eve. 2:50 & 8:50 JOHN GABRIEL BORKMAN ' 
“em Tues.. Wed., Thurs. & Fri. Eves. at 8:30. 4. HENRY VIII 
EEE Sat. Mat. & Eve., Dec. 14... WHAT EVERY WOMAN KNOWS 
: Sun. Mat. & Eve., Dee. -45__ HENRY VIII 


Clirole 5-488 


Dramatic Air Rescue in: Alps 


EMB ASS ‘and ST. & PARK AVE. (Airlines Term.) - 
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SDF NEWS 


NATIONAL 


National Executive Committee meet 
in New York, Dec. 14 and 15. Important 
matters relative to political situation and 
8.D.F. organization plans. The question 
of Socialist unity, work with National 
Educational Committee for a New Party 
and related matters will be acted upon. 
Also relations with European Socialists. 
. . . Washington, D. C.: Will Allen is 
at work reorganizing the Maryland-Dis- 
trict S.D.F. group to effectively help in 
contact with other groups and activities. 
All Social Democrats and sympathizers 
are urged to respond. Write to S.D.F., 
Room 200, 7 East 15th St., New York 3, 
a Mewnce Jewish Socialist Verband, affili- 
ated with the S.D.F., is holding its 16th 
National Convention in New York, Ho- 
tel Capitol, Dec. 7, 8, 9. Twenty-fifth 
Anniversary Celebrations vil! be held in 
a number of cities. . . . Petitions for 
Amendment of Immigration Laws and 
procedure are in circulation by all lo- 
cals and branches. A great quantity of 
signatures must be gotten in December. 
Send for more petitions and return the 
filled ones to S.D.F. National Office... . 
Miami, Fla.: August Claessens speaks 





Notice to Women! 
Important general membership 
meeting of all S.D.F. women, to be 
held on Saturday, Dec. 7th, 2 p. m. 
sharp, at the Rand School. Called 
jointly by the City Executive and 
Womens Committee. 











here on Thursday, Dec. 19th, Workmen’s 
Circle Youth Group; Friday, Dec. 20, 8:30 
p. m., Labor Lyceum, 25 Washington St., 
Miami Beach, Fla.;- Saturday, Dec. 21, 
lecture for Miami Branch, Fia.; Satur- 
day, Dec. 22, Eugene Victor Debs Anni- 
versary Dinner, 25 Washington St., 
Miami Beach; Monday, Dec. 23. lecture 
for new S.D.F. branch. Topie: “The Re- 
cent Elections and What’s Ahead.”. .. 
August Claessens, National Secretary, 
will be on tour late in December. He will 
be in Houston, Texas, Dec. 27 and 28; 
Los Angeles, Dec. 31 to January 4; San 
Francisco, January 5, 6; Chicago, Jan- 
uary 9 to 12; Pittsburgh, January 14. 
NEW YORK CITY 

General Membership Meeting, Wednes- 
day, Dec. 11, 8:30 p. m. Discussion on 
“The Recent Elections. What’s Ahead 
for Social Democrats.” Speakers: Alger- 
non Lee, I. Levin-Shatzkes, Theodore 
Schapiro, Joseph Block. Chairman, Coun- 


cilman Louis P. Goldberg. . . » City. Exec- 
utive Committee, Wednesday, Dee. 11, 
7 p. m. ... New Branch organized in 
Brighton Beach, Brooklyn, to be known 
as the Meyer London Banch, Jewish So- 
cialist Verband. Some thirty applications 
on hand. More coming. This will be a 
second Meyer London Branch in Local 
New York. . . . William Karlin Branch 
meets Tuesday, Dec. 10th, at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. A. Smul, 1900 Alber- 
marle Rd., Brooklyn. Second Session of 
the Forum, Dec. 22, at the Flatbush Uni- 
tarian Church. . S.D.F. Branch in 
Amalgamated Houses, Bronx: Meeting, 
Friday, December 13th, 8:30 p. m. Aug 
ust Claessens lectures on “Collectivism 
and Individual Liberty.”. . . Mid-Bronx 
Branch meets Thursday, Dec. 12th, 8:30 
p. m., at W.C. School, 108 E. 181st St. 
Social, Saturday, Dec. 21st... Claessens 
East Bronx Branch meets Monday, Dee. 
9th, 8:30 p. m., at 862 E. Tremont Ave. 
Program of activities to be planned for 
several months ahead. 


SOCIAL DEMOCRATS 
URGE AMENDMENT 
OF IMMIGRATION LAWS 


@ The Social Democratic Federation 
today made public a petition to Presi- 


dent Truman, and to Congress, 
mending that the immigration laws 
the United States be amended so ag fy 
permit the entry of displac-d persons in 
Europe outside of existing quotas. This 
will reestablish the tradition that Amer. 
ica offers asylum to the oppressed, home 
less, and miserable of other nations, the 
petition stated. 

Th€Social Democrats, a moderate go 
cislist group which split from the Social, 
ist Party in 1936, declared that Such 
amendment of the immigration laws js 
necessary in addition to the admission 
of displaced persons up to the total of 
the unfulfilled quotas of the war yeats, 


Listen to 
I. D. W. TALMADGE 
ISAAC ROSENFELD 
LISTON M. OAK 
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SHOULD ART SERVE 
THE STATE? 
WEVD— Wednesday, Dec. 11 
10 to 10:30 P.M. | 














Denazification: Past, Present, Future 


(Continued from Page Nine) 
organizations, such things as a Bavarian 
Royalist Party and an _ ultra-rightist 
German Reconstruction Party crop up 
in the West as confidence rises among 
the most Nazi-infested groups of Gei- 
man society. The race for German favor 
is on. It followed Molotov’s now famous 
speech, and the beneficiaries are mainly 
the one-time Nazis. And yet, denazifi- 
cation is not necessarily compatible only 
with a harsh peace. To go through with 
it need not deter us from a more 
moderate, reconstructive policy. Ger- 
many can be decontaminated without 
work stoppage, without undue suffering 
on the part of her rehabilitable popu- 
lation as well as without imprudent con- 
cessions to her most dangerous social 
segments, 


At least in the Western 
could successfuliy shoulder the respon- 
sibility of the victors and _ liquidate 
Nazism by methodical procedure. Above 
all, we could train several thousand 
specialists to perfect and supervise the 
German local tribunals, Such a Corps 
of Inspectors for Denazification can be 
built up. The men can be found. In the 
long run, it would save the American 
taxpayer funds now disbursed on large 
bodies of occupation troops which could 
be radically reduced once the Nazi 
structure begins to crumble 


zones we 


Such personnel must speak German 
but need not have read Goethe. They 
must know the development of Hitlerism 
but need not be fully acquainted with the 
history of the Holy Roman Empire. They 
would be specially trained in all phases 
pertaining to Third Reich organiz 1 on 
They must know the Organisations-Buch 
der NSDAP (Nazi Organizational Code) 
by heart. The Corps of Inspectors should 
be an able, hard-working, unemotional 
and, above all, incorruptible body. I 
would have a job of many years ahead. 

Other important steps would be to 
provide for a review system by Allied 


authorities .f test and appeal cases pre- 
viously adjudged by German tribunals. 
This could be linked with the Inspec- 
terate for Denazification under the zonal 
governors. A special parole and proba- 
tion plan with periodic review of cases 
by German boards could also be in- 
stituted. 

Most important, in the cases of in- 
curable, die-hard Nazis, their cash 
toards should be confiscated, their better 
housing facilities allotted to more de- 
serving Germans. This would be ap- 
proved by and directly benefit a vast 
majority of non-Nazis or reconstructable 
So would progressive puni- 
tive income tax surcharges for the 
various classes of one-time Nazi bene- 
ficiaries. THis has already been intro- 
duced in Austria, where 500,000 out of 
6,000,000 are classed as “little Nazis.” 
Normally ex-Nazi functionaries should 
only be permitted manual labor, and 
there is enough debris to be picked up 
to last them for a long while. 


Germans. 


But in cases where we need the skill 
and know-how of an activist Nazi, let 
us use him in order not to hold up 
reconstruction. But Ict us pay him 
laborer’s wages, keep him away as far 
as possible from personne! control, have 
him supervised by a reliable German 
and if necessary begin to train an un- 
tainted German for the job instead of 
saying “We need this Nazi, so we'll keep 
him,” even if he belongs to the small 
minority which we can never hope to 
change. All these suggestions are made 
with the certainty that there are not 
nearly as many Nazis today as there 
were ten years ago. Time is with us, 
but we must plan on a long-range basis 
and use it, Reasonable but effective 
denazification is also one of our most 
urgent tasks for the consolidation of 
our position in Germany vis-a-vis Russia. 

Hans Miller never knew his Gauleiter. 
He trembled in fear or rallied to the 
command of his block boss. Today Miller 
either continues to be scared of that 





Hear 
FREDA UTLEY 


Author of THE DREAM WE LOST, JAPAN’S FEET OF CLAY, 
CHINA AT WAR 


speak on 
AMERICA'S STAKE IN CHINA 








Special Commentator: Feodo: Mansvetov, former President 
of the Far Eastern Republic 











Wednesday, December 18, at 8:15 P. M. 
HOTEL WILLARD (Cabinet Room) 


WASHINGTON, D.C. .- 
Auspices of the PUBLIC AFFAIRS FORUM 
Admission 50 cents, including tax 











Blockleiter or he feels the time has 
come to amble in bright daylight across 
the street to see what the old chief has 
to say. We must free the tens of mil- 
lions of Millers from fear of a few 


“hundred thousand block bosses and keep 


a couple of million Millers from re- 
newing close ties with them. If we con- 
tinue to do as we have done so far, 
there is no telling what may happen 
next in Germany. 

The hard-core Nazis will be absorbed 
by the Stalinists or turn to a camou- 
flaged extreme “Right.” The so-called 
denazification policy, culminating in the 
Nuremberg verdict and the uncondi- 


tional acquittal of the “little” Nazis, 
may go down in history—and in the 
minds of future German generations~ 
as something half way between the 
“Shame of Versailles,” the “Bloodless 
Victory of Munich” and the “expadi- 
ency” of the Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact 
of 1939 if we do not provide for a 
different development. 

Only the most rigorous steps as ini- 
tiated by General Clay can help prevent 
a repeat performance. Only by drastic 
measures can we hope to dam off the 
rising of a future tide of German na 
















tionalism and the renascence of neo 
totalitarianism within a few years. 





The Failure ot a 


(Continued from Page One) 
Iran; in reality, Soviet forces never left 
Northern Iran,- where Soviet military 


instructors lead the local army in its | 


struggle against the Iranian Govern- 
ment. For a few months this year, Iran 
almost disappeared from the news. And 
now the world is puzzled at the out- 
break of civil war between Iran’s Govern- 
ment and an Azerbaidjanian army exe- 
cuting the orders of Moscow. In Europe 
they know what many people in the 
United States prefer to ignore: the 
bloody fighting around Zenjan is a new 
act in the war between the Soviet Union 
and Iran. And the US, despite all the 
pledges of its President, despite all 
charters, speeches, promises and diplo- 
matic notes, turns its back on the 
Iranian people struggling to maintain 
their independence, 

Nor has American prestige gained in 
the Far East, where half of Korea con- 
quered by the Soviet army is cut off 
from the other half and where the atti- 
tude of the Soviet high command is a 
mockery of their American colleagues. 
Nor has it gained in China, where the 
United States should prevent at all costs 
the imminent separation of Northern 
China from the rest of that nation, and 
the factual annexation of Communist- 
controlled territories to the Soviet Union. 
Instead, the US has not the courage to 
tell the truth and defend its own policy. 
It now stands before the world as if 
disoriented, even ashamed of its own 
activities. 

The last great feather in Byrnes’ that 
was the Trieste compromise. If he needed 
a new suicidal tool with which to. kill 
American prestige and strengthen that 
of Russia, he found one in his willing- 
ness to let 5,000 Yugoslav soldiers enter 
Trieste and participate in the occupa- 
tion. These Yugoslav soldiers will of 
course be selected from among the most 
fanatical followers of Tito, able not only 
to use arms but to engage in extensive 
political activity, while the Tommies and 
GI Joes count the days until their return 
home. And will the Italian people not 
justly conclude that American and 
British support are worthless in the face 


aa ee 


Policy 


of pressure from Stalin and Tito? 

True, Italy was a member of the Axis, 
But so was, for instance, Bulgaria. To 
day Italy must suffer while the Bulgarian 
Government already threatens and It 
arms and speaks the language of a, vit- 
torious power. Who throughout Europe 
fails to see that this difference in the 
treatment & Italy and Bulgaria is ihe 
difference between strong and reliable 
Soviet support and the inconsistencies of 
Western policy? 


* - o 


Aun these retreats of American 
strategy, all this loss, af face, nerves, 
and courage on the a of Americaa 
diplomacy have been meant to avoid wal. 
Yet what they have brought about is§ 


situation more dangerous than eve 
before. 
There are people who iake every 


zigzag of the Soviet policy as an ind 
cation of prospects of war or peace. T? 
them, Molotov is the barometer of goal 
or bad weather. They are gloomy whet 
he pounds the table and happy when lt 
smiles. And so their predictions are # 
vacillating as is the fickle weather this 
autumn. 

It is not the tactics and maneavers # 
the Soviet Government that dominate th 
international scene but its long-rangt 
strategy. Expansion by military means 
is not the only way of expansion; di 
mantling of the Anglo-American pélitf 
of its former prestige and exposing it# 
unreliable is another. The first mé 
of expansion has worked in Easte™ 
Europe, in Iran and the Far East. 
second is about to bear. fruit in West 
Europe. Both systems mean an # 
grandizement of the Soviet sphere 
influence, and both mean defeat for 
West. 


It is short-sighted to consider pesce™ 
secured because everyone is talking 
peace. Actually, the antagonisms 
grown. Truman calls on the nation 
cease talking of war. But this 
Byrnes’ foreign policy, full of * 
and defeats, lead inevitably io 4 
down, which will take place under 
most unfavorable circumstances. 
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“Facts More Significant Than John L.’s Eyebrows 


(Centinued from Page Three) 


artificially contrived—and that neverthe- 
jess he was surrendering to the profiteers 
and wiping out price control—he an- 
nounced Government sanction of the 
spirit of “Get it while the getting is 
good . . all that the traffic can bear... 
me first and the devil take the hind- 
most. 7 ‘ 

The question being asked in labor cir- 
ces is: Who is Truman to condemn 
Lewis for taking the attitude sanctioned 
by Truman? 


All of this throws a significant side- 
jight on the role of a labor press in 
America. Apparently only labor press 
correspondents and. editors. remember. al- 
ways the fundamental truth of a work- 
er’s life... that the day-to-day prob- 
lems revolve around the Three R’s of 
reality: -1,.meat on the table; 2. a shirt 


on his back; 3. a root over his head. 
| 


Even liberal and progressive corre- 
spondents sometimes forget this. (Last 
week the liberal Marquis Childs of the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch spoke of the 
coal tie-up in these words: “The miners 
themselves . . . will be among the 130,- 
000,000 victims of one man’s stubborn 
lust for power.”) 


The result is a distortion in the daily 
press of the real issues and the real 
truth in a labor situation. And until] the 
labor press in America can make itself 
heard on a level of equality with the 
daily .press, the general public cannot 
learn labor’s side of the theory. . 

. That it isn’t John L.’s “egeipens 
; .. it isn’t a lust for personal power 
that is central to the problem .. . that 
it hasn’t anything to do with Lewis as 
an individual 


The truth is that the cost of living 


has risen 147 percent over prewar levels. 
The truth is that corporation profits 
have risen 400 percent above prewar 
levels, according to CIO statisticians. 
The truth is that the worker’s dollar 
doesn’t buy as much as it did_ before 
the war.. And the worker, betrayed by 
a Government which has handed him 
over to the mercy of the greedy prof- 
iteers, must fight for his standard of 
living or slowly sink below it: 

And what do Lewis’s critics think is 
the function of the leader of a labor 
union?, To fight, or to let the workers’ 
standard of living sink?. What else could 
John L. Lewis have done: in practical 
terms: to protect the: standards. of . his 
coal miners after President Truman him- 
self gave the profiteers a clear road and 
a green light? 

When justice becomes a two-way 
street, the American ‘people will no 
lenger need te worry ‘about one man’s 


ability to throw a monkey wrench inte 
the national economy. For when justice 


becomes a two-way street, any individ- 
ual with a personal lust for power will 
cease to command the support of his 
own union, much less the support of all 
organized labor. 

In the meantime, thoughtful persons 
in Washington are looking forward with 
foreboding. It is obvious that the 
court’s decision does not end the matter. 
Lewis himself may have been warning 
the court of the struggle to come when 
in his address to the court he quoted the 
unanimous report of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at its 1919 convention 
with: respect to the role of courts in 
labor injunctions: 

. We shall stand firmly and cen- 
sciously on our rights as free men and 
treat all injunctive decrees that invade 
our personal liberties as unwarranted in 
fact, unjustified in law and illegal .as 
being in violation of our constitutional 
Safeguards, and accept tone conse 
qo may follow. P : . 


ie 





Proposed Roads to Zion 


-s--=-¢Continued from. Page Ten) 
300,000) so that, in essence, it would 
‘stil be a bi- national state. Many Jews 
‘would look upon the severance of historic 
places) with biblicat names from the Jew- 
‘ish. Hoy neland as tragedy. Projects for 
ihe ‘development dF the Middle East, such 
es. the JVA, would encounter additional 
political, difficulties and would have to be 
deferred. 

Not every Zionist, “certainly not every 
Jew, ‘looks upon Jewish statehood as an 
aim in itself.” It is not a fetish. It is 
rather a means to an end. The end is 
‘the rescue of the ‘Jews who need rescu- 
ing ‘and an autonomous Jewish. ‘entity 
in Palestine. Many Jews would prefer 
sharing Palestine with the Arabs to hav- 
ing ‘all of the country to themselves, 
provided Jewish immigration and Jewish 
development are not retarded. 

Still less is it an ideal with the Jews 
te oust the~ British from Palestine, 
True, anti-British propaganda today has 
has teached a level among Jews which 
he one had ever thought was possible. 
True,‘some Zionist leaders even ‘toyed 
briefly with the: idea of-aid frum Mos- 
tow, despite the fact that Zionists are 
still persecuted in Soviet Russia as in‘ no 
other country in the ‘world. But this 
“is* merely’ temporary hysteria. “Jewish 
friendship for ‘Britain is too deép-rooted 
to be eradicated so soon. If the British 
Government could evolve a plan ‘which 
could satisfy the needs of the Jews for 
immigration and ‘development, the pres- 
ent hysteria would soon disappear, 

But there are fresh wounds. They 
could * “ still have been healed had the 
- present British Government adopted the 
unanimous report of the Anglo-Amer- 
ican Commission on Palestine. That re- 
‘port contained some pitfalls and many 
Zionists | were opposed to it. But once 
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the stream of inuntapation had begun, 
most Jews would have become convinced 
of Britain’s good faith and, with wise 
administration, she could have proceeded 
to implement the purpose of the report 
which was gradually to set up a bi- 
national Arab-Jewish state with oppor- 
tunities for ‘the Jews to expand their 
Homeland. 

The Grady-Morrison Plan, setting up 
a Jewish canton in 15 percent of Pales- 
tine, could conceivably become a step in 
the direction of the implementation of 
the Anglo-American report, but it would 
take a great deal of faith in the good 
will of Britain to take that view. By 
the time the plan was proposed, nearly 
all of that faith was gone. 

The once-famous Judah Magnes Plan 
is merely a variation of the Anglo- 
American repért,’ but much more: elab- 
orate and much less practicable. 

The British Government may accept 
the present plan of the Jewish Agency 
Executive for “a viable Jewish State in 
an adequate part of Palestine” as the 
best way out for itself as well as for 
the Jews. Or it may defer the final 
solution until a more propitious time, 
provided in the meantime it opens the 
doors of Palestine and re-establishes civil 
liberties’ and the ‘good rélations that 
once existed between High Commissioner 
“Wauchope and the Jews. ‘This writer is 
in no position to judge which of the ways 
‘Is the easier for Britain. But he does 
know what the reaction of the Jews ‘is 
fikely to be. Once the stream of immi- 
grants begins to flow, once civil liberties 
are restored and there is coopration ‘with 
‘ the Jews in the economic development of 
Palestine, the ténsion will subside, the 
terror will disappear and the Jews will 
again become Britain’s most enthusiastic 
press agents, It i8¥ not’ yet ‘too late? ‘ 
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Black Gold | 


(Continued, from Page Eight)’ 
open in Port Moresby. The expressed 


“thought : that. the natives _ should not. | 


(will not) be allowed to entér, is ‘oné ? 
of the fruits of this jungle reality. It 
is a jungle mostly in’ the white ‘man’s 
consciousness, for the ‘native is able, 
genial. and by no means childish. The 
law forbids alcoholic drink to the natives. 
They are not ready for it, nor do they 
like gin.. The betel nut is preferred, 
but the betel nut is something the mis- 
sions are against. What replaces what, 
is the question. Their cultural 
patterns nave ‘been invaded; but the 
movie, the godly attainment of- the 
white man, is part of the snob complex 
reflecting all the negative surfaces of 
the European reflex. If natives can be 
taught to sing as organized choirs, and 
the excellent Porepena Choir at Moresby 
is an example of sixty well-trained 
voices, they can adjust in this middle 
period between cultuvés, to the cinematic 
qualifications of ‘carrying the “white 
man’s cultural burden all the way down 
the line. 


own 


ag * - 


Dorine the war ‘the natives fought 
in the Papuan Infantry. The Bomana 
Cemetery has its complement .of 
Papuan heroes. They labored and died 


-in the jungles, on:the Kokoda Trail, 


‘but - for ‘another purpose, apparently. 
Some whites would prefer, »mo’ doubt, 
the social relationship that existed in 
the American South, and still ‘does -as 
far as certain liberties go. But» how 
far will the Government give way? 
Not much if Col, Murray has- his way. 
He is completely in sympathy with -the 
needs of the natives, which might sound 
strange for a military man. But-he is 
essentially a man -of -wide cultural- at- 
who has studied 
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ihe. ae as 2 ‘representative of ‘dhe 
Labor *Governnient, » | cols 

* The legislative probléms are now* thet 
by - monthly: meetings, with: an-agenda 
y prepared in advance. From all, the 
* seve teen ; Hd tsfihic hey 7 éXidadinte is from 
Moresby to the Solomons, come the Gov- 
ernment .repregentatives.ta this. meeting 
at Gayernment. House, | formerly Mac- 
Arthur’s headquarters. This KB. jungle- 
democracy at work in the ingerin, ‘stage. 

The yecently gompleted eonyention, of 
New. Guinea missionaries, Who are now 
chafing ‘because, they « are under the | con- 
tral. of ‘the Government, aid are not 
agencies, of ‘their pwn choosing, accepted 
the decision that all future, edycational 
work, carried on by. the. missions, must 
conferm to certain standards and prac- 
tices. No doubt, the decision of the 
Labor Government, at Canberra, to 
limit certain missjon activities, is for 
the good, 

As for the military installations, roads 
and water-works built by the Allied 
engineering battalions, many have been 
or will be scrapped, sold or allowed to 
rot. Excellent two-lane highways, as up 
in Finchhafen, uncared for since the 
khaki exodus, are now swamped with 
jungle growth, thé bridges lying in 
creeks, the airstrips have gone back to 
the veldt* or ‘bush: Jackson Field ° 
Moresby js still it use, but the Ae 
strip billows up and down, with great 
caverns bélow it. Hundreds of miles of 


’ yodd are ‘going back to the grass. ‘ It 
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would ‘be purposeless to maintain every- 
thing’ and would doubtless forcé “many 
more natives from théir villages, where 
they ‘are badly néeded for Planting’ and 
rebuilding their shattered lives, 

But one can sit at the-hotel:in Moresby, 
be waited on-by ‘silghtly jaded white 
waitresses, drink and smoke, and await 
the new, burgeoning civilization, com- 
plete: with frigidaire, beaches, tennis, 
croe-hunting, amd cheap labor. 
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Where the News Ends 


By WILLIAM HENRY CHAMBERLIN 








Perils of the Empty Phrase 


careful critical testing. An empty or misleading 
phrase can be positively dangerous in an age 
when a strong, consistent foreign policy in a demo- 
cratic country requires the support of a well-informed 


Prete like food products ond drugs, demand 


public opinion. 

Very often the empty phrase is the container of a 
wishful thought, and wishful thinking is a harmful 
indulgence. Most of the difficulties with which we 
are contending now in foreign policy could have been 
avoided or lessened if there had been a premium on 
realistic analysis and a moratorium on wishful think- 
ing in Washington during the war. 

One of the clearest examples of empty phrase- 
making and unreal posturing was the “revolt” of a 
group of ! abor members of Parliament against Ernest 
Bevin’s foreign policy, The movement was not pushed 
to the point of an actual vote against the Government. 
But there were about a hundred deliberate abstentions 
on the Labor benches when the motion of confidence 
was put. 

This action was about as helpful to British foreign 
poli y as Wallace’s 
Madison Square Garden speech was to American 
foreign policy. Fortunately, it seems to have been 


Henry muddled, blundering 


equally ineffective, so far as influencing the course 
of events. 

Perhaps twenty or thirty of the Labor dissidents 
were of the familiar fellow-traveler or crypto-Com- 
munist species. But a larger number were animated 
not by unconditional allegiance to Russia, but by 
distrust of the United States and by the belief that 
it is the mission of the Labor Government in England 
to walk a neutral tightrope between the undesirable 
extremes represented by Wall Street and the Kremlin. 

Vhere is just enough truth in this assumption to 
fallacy doubly 
Sritons who would ignore the arguments of 


make its fundamental dangerous. 
Many 
one-sided Moscow apologists like Konni Zilliacus and 
Tom Deiberg, will listen attentively to the “plague 
on both their houses” line of R. H. S. Crossman or 
Michael Foot. 
who. with a great show of impartiality, announces 
that he 


Russian, will get a wider audience than the type of 


In the same way the man in America 
A he sritiel 
‘is pro-American, not pro- oritish or pro- 


lecturer who is usually sent out by the Council of 
American-Soviet Friendship. 

It is wodeniably true that Britain, under the Labor 
socio-economic 


Government, possesses a distinctive 


system. There ‘is much more nationalization and 
planned economy in the British set-up than in the 
United States. Civil liberties have been. preserved 
intact in Britain, in striking contrast to the situation 
in Russia. 

But it would be a grave and disastrous error to 
infer from this fact that Britain would be well-advised 
to preserve an attitude of diplomatic equidistance as 
between Moscow and Washington. This would be a 
reasonable position to assume if Russia and America 
were equally aggressive, or equally passive. But 
Soviet dynamic expansion, by a combination of force. 
intrigue and propaganda, has been at the root of 
almost every political crisis in the postwar world, 
America, however benighted its economic ideology 
may be in the eyes of enthusiastic Laborites, offers no 
threat whatever to British political security. 

* oa * 


An imperfect Civilization and a 
Perfect Barbarism 


Avoruer illusion of the Labor dissidents is that 
closer economic association with Russia would be a 
safeguard against excessive economic dependence on 
the United States. 
that the 
economic subjugation. 


It is sometimes stated or hinted 
American loan to Britain is a weapon of 
But the loan, after all, was 
solicited by Britain. America did not go out into the 
highways and byways of international finance, way- 
lay an unsuspecting Britain and jam the loan down 
its throat. And a very brief study of Soviet foreign 
trade figures should dispose of the illusion that the 
Soviet Union, now or in any near future, could take 
the place of the United States as a source of supply 
of British essential foodstuffs and raw meterials. 





America has neither the power nor the will to pre- 
vent Britain from carrying on as much trade with the 
Soviet Union as it may desire. 

So, under the test of factual analysis, the phrases 
of the Bevin critics turn out to be frothy sound and 
fury, adding up to very little in terms of an alter- 
native practical policy. In fact, I suspect that if 
Crossman, or Foot, or any of the backbench critics 
who does not fall into the “Submission to Moscow” 
category were given Bevin’s office and responsibilities, 
he would soon be pursuing a policy indistinguishable 
from Bevin’s. 

Another phrase that savors strongly of wishful 
thinking is the occasional attempt to reduce American- 
Soviet relations to a question of American “tolerance” 


of a different system. Tolerance is a noble wo 
is an ¢ssential ingredient in western libertarian , 
zation, Understanding comprehension of di 
religious, ethical, philosophical conceptions, of 
familiar customs and ways of life, is a mark of 
civilized cosmopolitan human being. ; 


But, as Reuben Markham showed so eloquently 
a recent issue of The New Leader, in discussip 
attempt to relegate the Bulgarians to secon¢ 
status in the matter of enjoying normal human 
and liberties, tolerance should not mean 
nihilism or indifferentism. It cannot extend to 
restoration of human slavery—one of the most 
volting features of both the Nazi and the Comm 
totalitarian systems. How very real and literal @ 
reversion to slavery in the Soviet Union has. 
will be discussed next week, on the basis of mate 
about the fate of the deportees from Eastern Pg 
which has been put together in a most infors 
little book, written by Elma Dangerfield and 
lished in London by the British League of Europa 
Freedom. 


There is something radically wrong, morally | 
intellectually, with a standard of judgment which, 
the name of tolerance, fails to react with horror§ 
alarm to such a portentous fact as the reversion 
human slavery in the twentieth century, which} 
to draw a clear line of distinction between an itm 
fect civilization and a perfect barbarism. 











An Editorial— 
Coal and International 


E think of coal as the prime source of me- 
chanical power. It turns wheels, makes in- 
dustry hum, turns out goods, produces wealth, 
But on December 2 the papers carried three items 
which spot the black diamonds of Pennsylvania and 
West Virginia as sources of a different sort of power. 
We think of national might as being dependent on 
armies, navies and explosives. We were told by three 
authoritative voices that the influence of the democ- 
racies in today’s international set-up depends upon 
our production of coal. 
lt was reported from Washington that Secretary 
of State Byrnes telephoned President Truman in 
desperate mood and demanded that he settle the strike 
of the coal miners. “He warned,” the report said, 
“that the strike is tragically weakening American 
influence at the Big Four Conference and at the United 
Nations.” In. his weekly broadcast, Sumner Welles 
described the weakening of US influence in France 
on account of lack of coal for export. After referring 
to the struggle of the western democracies against 
Russian and Communist efforts to dominate the tot- 
tering French Republic, Welles continued: “If the 
bulk of the French people find that they are unable 
to get the economic assistance they need from the 
West because of a breakdown in our economic system, 
they are certainly going to look more favorably upon 
an economic system under which strikes do not occur.” 
At Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Herbert Morrison congratu- 
lated the miners of Britain upon a 6 percent increase 
in production during the past 11 months and urged 
them to increase their efforts. Among the arguments 
which he used was one which runs parallel to that 
of Sumner Welles: “If we had 30,000,000 tons of 
coal available for export to the Continent now, as we 
used to have before the war, Europe would give us 
as great a welcome as on D-Day.” 
If Britain andthe United States are to retain their 
standing among the troubled nations of Europe, they 
must be able to export coal. Otherwise, public opinion 


Prestige 


over there will swing toward closer relatio 
Russia—and that would mean a swing away 
democracy and toward Communism. 

An American reader of these despatches is 
to ask what basis there would be for such a 
What has Russia ever given or sold to the pec 
France or Italy or any other nation of Central E 
to justify it? What are the prospects of R 
help in the future? The answer is that, whilé 
Soviet Government has given practically nothing 
demanded much from Central Europe, its propagal 
has been so effective that there is widespread fi 
in the stability of the Russian economy. It is# 
also, to this propaganda that faith in our c 
economy is at a low ebb. In wide circles it ist 
for granted that our present inflationary splurge® 
end in a deflationary morning-after. This belief 
stantly weakens our diplomats. What is needed a 
is not faith in the probity of our negotiators, Ml 
confidence in our productive system. Every fall 
stumble in our economy weakens the appeal ¢ 
spokesmen. 


We have always taken for granted here i 
United States that we have a sort of immunity #@ 
the ills which afflict the rest of mankind. The® 
of our country, its isolation and the extent 
wealth have been taken as a guarantee of st 
We have had the comfortable faith that we cam 
to blunder forward experimentally and wastt 
It is time to throw overboard all such dé 
notions. We have been thrown neck and crop 
this seething and suffering world. If our ind 
system cannot run more smoothly in the future 
it has in the past, we shall suffer in time to 


i 
et 


we 


fate similar to that which has overtaken Eure 
all of this, our present predicament with re 
coal is a pointed reminder. If we cannot ke 
coming out of the ground, we cannot continue 


the role of a great nation. 
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